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On the first, our echelon was still emjoying its
stay at Merauke, which has been described in our Nay
historical survey, With the approach of the Japanese
convoy to the Halmaheras and the gathering of our forces
on the Northern coast of D. N. G. the CGreen Dragons
crossed the range and set up quarters at Hollandia on
the fifth, rematwing there till the eighth, and bivou-
acking with the 13th Bombardment Squadron, and the 3rd
Attack Group. The enthusiastic welcoming of this echelon
upon its return to Nadzab on the eighth by those who re-
mained in the rear echelon was as amazing as that joy of
those returning in being back. The few days at Hollandia
had given not too good an impression of that base, Sev~
eral days ensuing the return, the camp was a hive of
activity in showing photographs of the Dutch, Javanese,
and Kajkis souvenirs of the stay there, as well as ex-
changing and selling Dutch coins and hates., Evidently
the Dutch and Javanese had made a very favorable impress-
ion on all, Several returned with chickens and other
foods. It is rather surprising to be awskened by a
rooster early in the morn now, after a whistles long
stand. However, it is to be feared that this will not be.
of long duration. The odor of fried chicken is a nos-
talgic memory, provoking thoughts of murder. The issue

of beer at Merauke caused a few bottles to be brought

back to the awestricken who had not gone = beer being
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almost a forbidden beverage here. Its issue to a longed
for dream half promised., To us their return meant even
more, the return of our cooks. No longer would we be
forced to eat "mess" with another squadronm,

For a little over a week we remained a unit, with
no one at any advanced base, but on the fifteenth another
echelon was sent to Hollandia for the highly successful
strikes on Jefman and Sorong. However, only combat men
and crew chiefs were in this group, thus not disrupting
our organization to any degree. In the meantime "Hard-
Ships", the group supply plane, a conva;-'had 25, had re~
turned from Sydney with Major Foley, who resumed command
on the eighteenth, The short stay at Hollandia proved
so succeasful that a complete echelon lef't on the ninteenth
to use it as & base for missions against Manckwari, and
other bases in Dutch New Guinea. This echelen remained
there for nearly all the remseinder of the month, not re=-
turning until the twenty-eighth.

Back at our Nadzab Base, a few changes had been made.
For the most part we continued on our regular routine with
relatively little to do but read, play baseball, and sleep
after our few duties were done. To those who had returned
from Mersuke and all of us who had spent so much energy
and time repairing the planes and preparing for the move
to Hollandia, it was a well earned but short lived rest,

as not before long planes were coming back for repairs
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