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c o- pi l ot s whoae seat s ar e backl eae .
g On l ong m3as i ona t hsas asat a  udd

great y to fatigwe and destroy efficiency. Although apparent3  a minor

poi nt , a danger oue aoaai i t i on ez i at e as t here f a ao manual s al vo r s l eaee

in the B-25J. Ocaasianal rpilota ha9e attempted to releaes their bc b

l oad i n an emergenc  wi t hout aucce s a . Whi l e i n f l i ght t hnre i a no wr y

to remove bomb fueea easil,y.
9

Several suggeatfona brvught out in Oeto-

ber Combat Evalnation Asports have been followed, and same of the unde-

ai reabl e f eat ure a of t he B- 25J e l 3mi nat ed .
10 I t  uas s uggeat ed aa1 6 Uc -

` tober that the nose section f om etativn 0 to 70 be reinfarced with ahock

abaorbent padding and additiamal strengthening bracea.
u The bracea were

i nat a]1 ed and t he gun mount reapons i bl e f or t he vf br at i on af t hi a se ct i oa

hae been ohanged ao that ahoak absorbent pe:dding ia uaneoeaaary. Also on
• 6 October the condition that at nor  .

l cruiaing apeed the B-25,T ia unsta-

ble ar d yas aontinual y becauee the turre Ln the navigator'a campartment

causea a turbulence over ths empennags
 

wae atabiliaed by reducing the

booat on the trim tabs. Seeing these auggestiona followed and canditione

• cauai ng tbsm remedi ed gi vea conf f,dance i n t he e f f i ci enq r of Ccmbat h'tral u-

at i an .

i an  featurea of the B-25J make it stand head and ahouldera abave preTi-

one B-25 modela, notwithst,pnding ita reported Iack oY pawer. It is mwah

more s ovnd at r uct ur al l y by t he addi t i aanal. baraci ng and heavi er aki n, az d

it ia therefore eafer, inspiring confidance. It is easier to repair and

requires leae continual repair than forDner modela, as eTincsd by the lact

that, aa previoua y etatsd, on the t'irat all airplanea wsrs reac y !or

• flight, while on the thirtieth a  q cae "J" required moderate repaira.

 dinor defecta such as failures of the super-charger and alight leakages

' i n t he va l v e ay s t em  , dvbe t o de f e c t i ve wor l® ans h i p r e e ul t i ng i r am f as t

  r 1,   " ' - 12 - 
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maae productios . The modified B-25J-2 model has been fowod to have sev-

eral advant age s ov er t he "J N and t he "J- 1 . " I t ut i l i see t wel ve (l t ) f or -

ward f Yr i ng guas ae campar ed wi t h aev an (7) aaa tbe "J ", end hae e i   t aen

(18) g ns in all. Theae B-25J-2 gim s aeem far better than the oler typea.

Fr am one gun al ane ane -hundred- t weaty - f i ve- t ho msnd ( 125, 000) r ounda of

fiPty (
.50

) caliber ammwnitian have been fired with appareatl  no wear

on the gunand no repa3rs neceaeary dwring that period. A new syate a of

hydraulic e®ergeacy brakea ha e been 3natalled, with the brake valve in

_ corporation with the Yicker'e ayatem. By removal of the radio canpart-
'

meat gas tsak, an hour'a f ying time has been cut oPf the range of the

airp].axies, makfng theoe into shart range planee. In the fnture, operativas

muat t ake i nt o canai der at i an t hi s f act and noke mi as i ooe oY ehort er dnra-

  tiaa. A new radio beam receiver a3rstem, the Loranae Syatem, has been fa

stalled in theas la.ter modele, but as no radio station aapable of direct-

ing the radio beam ie la own to be in operatiaan in the Fer Eaet, the new

sys t em  hae not ye t be en t r i ed . T'he pri nc i pl s appear e e i  tpl e , r ev ol ut i oel-

ary and very effsctive, and the ma ority of our aanbat men are desiraue

_
 

o it h s been aoted that moetof trying out this new oyatem. Alth ugh a

baeiba sal . oed hav e been eal voed becanse of "nal t lmct i on oi the e l eat ri cs l

sys t   . " Thi e i e not t he l aul t of t he el e ctr i cal maj.nt ana ace eng Su ee ra ,

but rather co-pilota deairing to train thefr bo mbs hold the switnh down

too loag thus csueing the ba®be to be salvoed, and they at tia ea have

also caaaf iaed switchea for relsasing bvmba. Striot training is nvw in

effect to remedy thia 9ftuation.

• In  ecent 3Sth Gz'oup inspectiaos, the 405th Squadran aainteaanae eectian

8. See Appendicee  9 and #10. 9. See gppendices 9 and #10.
10. Bp canvereatfan with Lt. Jomea M. Shrout, E gineering OfPi.cer
11. See page 13, October, 1  Histarical Su maty , 405th Bomb Sq (N).
12 . See page l lr, Oct ober , 1  1,1, , Hi at or i r,al . S  mary , 405t h Bc  b Sq (l[) .
13. By converaation with Lt. Jamea M. Shrout, Fnginsering   ficer.

,    '       - 13 - ,;

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958

   
S CK T

•
was placed first in maintenance amaa g the four l4) aquadrona at the

Grovp wi t h t he ot her equadr eass l eggi ng f ar behi nd. Thi a e ccel l ent

r scaard not a  q pl acea the Squsdraa  hi gh i n pr omi neace and aha ra how

ezcellently ovr airplanea are maintained, but also inapirea the conff-

dence of t he combat crewa who ar e t o f l ry t he ai rpl anea .
  `

Re cent l   a Pere anns l Suppl,y Of f i cer , Li e ut enant F IIGFIIE D. P&TDERGRAST,

has been appoi nt ed t o s uper vi ae suppl ,y of ger aoaanel combat equi pment

auch ae watches, pneumatic nattreaeea, leather  acketa, A-3, and B- 4

  bage, etc., thue alleviating Technical Supply of thia work, neverths-

l s s e r equi ei t i on f or t hi s equi pment i.a s t i l l made t hr ough Techni cal Sup-

ply. Watches are eapecially diPficultto proaure, and not all pilots,

co-pilots, navigatoare, and radio-gunnere, who are auppoaed to receive

  them, have 'been issued watches. Airplane parts are diPlicult to pro-

cure for the H-25J, however, the  
.
05th Squadron Technical SuppI,y waa

Yoresighted enough to procure a large euppl3r of equipnsnt at Nad$ab be-

fore moving to the present base at l orotQi, eo that the Squadran has

had enough equipment to gat by on. Toals, however, are very difficult 

to procure, and much time ie wasted in borrowing tools. There has been

a shortage of "Ka rations  as on the long misaians the combat men r+equire

them for euetinence. Same men illegal y carry these raticns aws,y with

them, and all posaible ie being dane to break thia habit. Theee "H" ra-

tions are not available f actour aupply basea. For a few dsrya these ra-

tia®s were not procurable at all. At present we are twenty-four (?1}{

life preaez- ere ahort. All of the psrachutea, both far men and equipment,

have baen kept in e ccellent Shape by the Squadron Parachute Rigging and
•

Repai r Shop, whi ch admi ni s t er s s uppl  * oY al l r at i ons and l i f e   af t a al eo .
l 5

11  . Sy l e t t er f r am Capt Robart J . Fti qua , C  oup Engi neeTi ng OfPi cer .l . F'rom canv®rsation with W/0 Vennie Nikitas, 405th Tech. Supp y Officer.

  ECRET-   -
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   ECRET Aj pendi x No, b  Nove  bar Hi at or i

- Sur vey '
-   AIR FORCE FORM No. 110

DAIt r A/RCRAf T STATUS REPORT

A1R FORCE 5 TH COMMAND V B    6 ROUP 3 gTH BCN B tNl   SOUAORON 4 0 5 T1i BC1dB h

OETACHMENT 4 0 5  DEPOT STATION AP() 2  0 QATE N ov l
,T ,

l g
,
( l i

TA8 LE I AVi4I t A9 /L / T Y

TOT
. FLYA BL E GROUNOED WILL BE F LYABI E COM9 AT•CREWS

TYPE 8 MODEL
A  C MAINT. 72 NRS. OVER
ON OPER,

NOT. , REP AWAIT ERECT OTHER IN
TO 10 ASGO. AVAIL.HAND OPER. MODIF.

PARTS 72 HRS.  0 OAYS OAYS
  1 a d e f   ' !  t

,
! k l t n

I B- J
B- 2 D 1 1

S ''

6
7
8
9

I
12
13
14

15

  Ta B1. E II
6AlN, LOSSf,OR CNAN6E 1N COND/ T/O/V

TYPE A. A. F.
NOOEL SERIAL G' L' EXPI ANATION •
SERIES NUMBER OR Q

  '   p 4
1s NO C
17
Is
19
20
2 1
22
23 •
2a
2s
6

28
29
30
3t  
32

  33
3A
 5

A TRITE s ,

'
 

0
  i

at Lieut  Air Corps.

 
RI CHARD C . D  V

,
I S

•,  .
C  p 

•, , , _
  ,  C ,  ; 

_     
_. ..  .........._. _.. ._---......_.._..  .__....._ --- ----- -_.------ -_...._.............--~ GOM MAN DING O F FIGER

 I
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40575 BC dBARL'1[8  1'r 3QUADxtl 1 Cl  ) ,38T8 BCIIHL$  1T C  OUP {I  ) ,aP'0 92b.

  3 No  ealber , 1  44

St b  ect s Ca. bat $ na.l vat i an Bepar t .

To s Coeee ndi ag 4t t i cer , Hea dqna,r•t . r a 3  th Baob, ramsat c,  oup Ch ) , i PO 9a6•

l . Sugges t t hat a nannal sal 7o r al ease be i net al l ed i a B-   S,T a ode l a . D n
. na  i net . nces t he pi l ot e hav s at t eapt ed t o rel s aee t hei r l oa,d f n an ea er gen 

  and had no snooesa. Thie ie a daagarone casidition aapecial  ia a oraah 1.  ding
f ar t her e i s no w  t o r eaaonrs t he f ttees i n t he bombs eae i l,q .

2. 111 pilots oauing to thia theatre as rsplacemente foar  ror troary pilote
ehanl d at l eaet hav+e oae hmmdr sd houra or s aare t r . aoi t i oa i n B- 25' s . Sa me pt t ot e
reoei ned recently had aot m e ho a 3n thia typs aircrait and are practiaal]y wm-th-
l rsse ae oa rbat p3l ot e .

• 3 . Be caaes of t he ad+ded w. i gbt and e ct ,ra s qni pQent cavs i ng p. ras i t e drag ,t he preae nt B- 25.T hae bsen el o. ed do m aaoaai der abl ,  . H3gh po rsr aet t i nge are
needed ca t he f 3r. t t +eo aor t br ee boore of a cm bat ni e ai aa  aad o . er a per i od  
t 3a s s .y cauee tmneoes eat  enQi ns •f ai l ur e . Thi   r eds l B- 25 i s un derpas r ed and
t oo s l or f or at t ack purpoe sa .

!  . Yoz. ca. f c rt abl s seat s f vr t he pi l ot aad c o-pi l at ahantl  d rspl ace t be
preseat onee. On long nieeione the pseeeat eeate add great],y to fatigns eepscial] 
t he bac rl .eea co- pi l ot   e eeat . 

ED I l1RD J ..
ItI URB t  dR.  CQ[B1T EoALQi TIQ  H4eRDt Capt,ai n, Ai r Cca•ps  Car sat0di ng .PHILIP E.   I81 W.,   ER H. 5  30 t, .Captaia, Air Caa ps, Capta3n, Air CSepa, G  V. BICgS,Flight leader. Operatione Oftioer Capta a  Air Corps 

  Squadron Na4igator  
HARRY B. B i ADLEY  
2od I3eut., Afr Corpe,   TH d. 1SH  A l s s   t . Qpet at i as s Of f i cs r . ,

' 2od I,i eut . , Jli r Corpa l ae ' t . l ra   r. at 0#  i cer .1 TBU r :

 
. ,

,
_ l s Id et t . , 1 i r Corps .

 I;
i

 # • ECRET
-, :     -   - .:,  - -
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      r  io - . '

  ECR  T $r      s rou a r  -  

  +0 S rHBa naesn  rr sc   r tY),3a  eaiaa u  r  cc  +oAO  (Y),  9 6.

17 ]Io  bacr' 1  1. .
3nbj.ots Cotbat 8.aluation aeport.

To : Ca   aadi ng Ot Y'i car , Seadqn. r t ere 3at h 8aabards   oot Q  onp G  )
, JlP4 926.

1 . JI aannal s al . o re l , sae• i e   neoess ar  i n t be B- 2  .T mcx  sL .Oooa. 3m s l   jr pi l at s b aT. at t enpt ed t o s el eae. t l  . i s bv. b l a.  d 3a aa e. . r gs  
 rtthoat . aaoe.e. Tbie is 4 daageroas caalitiao beoanss there ia so w  to,
r.mo.e the ba.b ibeee tbile 3n tl3ght.

2. r aa e aar f a rt abl e seat s . r . nseded f ar tdze pi l ot aa d coy i l at i n t hs
8-ZSJ. ?he p .eeat ssate add greatlt to latign . m laog mia ia e and thi. ie a -
pec3,al   eo o  tb e bae lcl . ae c o  i l o t   • eeat .

3. 111 pi l ot . oa. i ng t o t bia t bsittre aa repl aoe  sa t.. i'ar   ar e+sar  8- 
pi l ot . st anLdbas at l eaet a  e b  dred hovre aoc aore t r.  p .   ,t i ati 3n B- 2Sa.,
Sw pilote reoei.ed rsca tay to r.plaoe  etsr.a ca.bat msn L. d avt r.oeis d oo..
hmar ot t raaei t i ca  l l yi t g.

,
,   If  RD J . Yl   , JR.  

  T 891L  1TI01! B01RD:
Cs  

 
   

,
    '

  PS I 4Ip $ . t Si B  IZ. CS83T8B H.   , EA  Z E. ffi ;11    i :Capt ai n,   i r Cm pe , Capt ai n,   i r Cm-pe, l et I i . ut . ,   Car 'Pe s  l i ght L .  der . Opsr at i oos Ot t i c  or. l e e ' t . 8per a vem Q!'l f.o. r .
1RtBD l . 3TaBl  , D  t  iG'  L  OJIp Fl   S,Capt ei o ,   i r Carpa,   d Li  a x  . , /13r Cao 'Pe  l  l i gbCt I+s . dar . F13,g  t Le . der .
j

..
 

x. 0   .
  sut.,  ir Carps.

_  

,
  ECRE?
-i-
_.._
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!

NCNEi  ER 19d,  HISTORI CdL SU  :dRY
t'GREII  1 DR$u GNS " L,.05TH Bt  [B S   (   
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•

Combat t r ai ni n dur i n hTovember w s ne l i b eg g a g gi 1 due to the fact that numeraus

miasians were flovm , requir ng all tne time and energy of the ccmbat crexs.

Ho rev er , s ev er a l medi um al t i t ude bombi ng mi s s i ons wer e par t i c i pat ed i n by

the 405th, so it was necessary to have further adequate training in this rel-

atively new,to us, type of mis ion  V e had up to this time primaril,3r par
ti-

c i pat ed i n m  n i m an al t i t ude bombi ng and s t r af i ng mi s s i ons , hence t he n  e

.
"Gr een Dr agon St r af er s ". So f r cm medi um al .t i t ude one ( 1 ) pr act i c e bamb ,
five (5) 260 pound fragmentation bombs, and four (4) one hwndred (100) pound

• demos were dre pped at a.
target; hoxevery the average circular and mil errora

ar e not knc wn . Thi 9 tr ai nYng admi t t edly was i nadequat e due t o the l ack of

time for it, as there were twenty-nine (29) dmys of missions or alerts  rhen

practiee v as not possible. Eight-hundred (800} rounds of ammunition .uere

  expended on the panel target  rith excell ent results. All in all eighty-

ni ne {89 ) n on - c vmbat s or t i e s wer e f l o rn , t ot al l i ng t wo -hundr ed- t hi r t y - f our

( 234     ) hour s , dur i ng whi c n t i me t hi r t y - f our - t hous and - t wo- hundr ed- t v en t y

( 3L,., 220 ) g al l ons of gas and s ev en hur c3red ni.ne ty thre e quar t a of oi l wer e

consumed.
l

Local practice banbing was carried otat on the 19th, 2ath, 22nd 

and 30t h at d l ocal t e s t f i r e one 1 on,   ( ) p].ane
the 25th. On three (3)

dr Ys fornation flying was practiced by six (6) airplanes. Throughout the

mant h pl an e s iver e s hut t l i ng ba ck and f or t h be t we en b:CffZOTAI , BI AK, a ad O  I ,

a s we l l as a f ew t o SAIti'SAPOH, HOLI,  NDI A, FIA?CH  ,FII d, and one ( 1 ) t o T(AQNS -

VI LLE. On t he 17 t h and 23rd c our i er s   er e f l awrn t o LEY'i'E, t he f i r at be i ng

counted as a mission.
2

Twenty -ni ne ( 29) s t ri kes wer e f l own duri ng IJovember . C+f t he one -hundr ed-
t hi r ty - f our (1,31  ) B- 25J'  s whi ch t ook of f on thes e c a®bat mi s si ons , f i ve (5)

_ 1. See e '  pp ndlx   11 . 2 . Fr c  Azr craf t hovement Sheet s , 1-30 Ivov . 191 h,
- 15 -
 ECRET
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•

returne to b s to ' -d a e due mechanical malfunction, and twenty two (22) due to

av er s e wea t her c ondi t i ons . Sev ent y --s ev en - t hous axld - t hre e - hundr ed- f i ve (77 305 )

r ounds of f i f t y (
. 50 ) c al i ber anununi t i on wer e expende d i n s t r af i ng , whi l e

one-hundred-four (10 ) five hundred (500) pound demos, four-hundred-thirty

(4 3 0   one -hundr ed ( 100 ) pova d demos , one -hundr ed- t hi r t y - t wo ( 1
,
32 ) one - hun-

dred (100) pound para-demos, ax d one-thousand-one-htnadred-thirteen (1113)

twenty-three (23) pound para-frags were dropped on the  m hagpg Japs, with

all but fifty-three
(53) of the five-hundred (500) pounders hitting the tar-

g et ar es..
3

  t ot al of s i x - hundr ed - ni ne t y - f our h our s and f i f t e en mi rnit es 

(69,  : 15 ) of ec®nba t f 7
,y

i ng t i me wer e f l own , dur i ng whi ch t i me e i ght y - one -

t h aus s ,nd- t en ($1 , 010 ) gal l ons of gas ol i ne and t wo- t hous and- t wo  undr ed- s ev en-

ty-six (2276) quarts of oil were conaumed.
' 

•
Oxi t he 29t h a phot o mi s s i on was r un by t wo ( 2 ) 8 - 25,T  s t o DQAO Vi l ]mg e and

Cape L  IAI , H,A  I  IIERA, and t wel v e (1 2 ) one - hundr ed ( l U0 ) pound par a - dem os

wer e dr opped vn a hul k at K  UE and t he '   e s t d i s per s nl ar e a of DJg I IAL+O g i r -

dreme with unobserved results. Coanplete K-17 oblique photo caverage was

• made of the coastline from three-hundred (300) feet at aea. A search mis-

e i on by one ( 1) "J " c a nbed t he wat er s be t we en hT()t tt7  I , TALAUD, and CELEBF S

on t he 29t h , c   np l e t i ng t  i e mi s s i am 100;  s uc ces s fti il
.
l
,y wi t h nega t i v e r e s ul t s .

No rre at her r ec cos wer e f l own dur i ng t he mont h . Two ( 2 ) mi s s i ans f l own wi l l

not be diacussed in the following chapters. The first, on the 25th, consiat-

ed of s i x ( 6 ) "J   s " i n t v o ( 2) f l i gh ts aga i ns t t he runway s and di s per s al ar aa

at GI LEI  , H  ri 9HE  OA, on a S out hwes t     or t heas t r un , s t r af i ng t he ent i re ar e a

t h or ough   y , wi t h t r acer s s e en t o ent er s e v er al s erv i ce ab l e ai r pl an es and an -

ti aircraft pits, but starting no firea. gfterwaxds the formation broke np•
i t o ' rn s i.n  ,

l e s hi p e l ement e and heckl ed var i ous ai r+dr ome a i n t he .
3 . See Appendi x   1 2 .  

.. See Appendi.g
  11 .

    
.
  kt    6-
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  t Gii,LEI  t he i nt ense   medi  mu, and accur at e a at i - ai rcr af t f i re f r om poaf -
t i ons i n tr e es on ,

t he s i dea of t he Sout h end of No. 2 St r i p hi t t hree (3 )

ai rpls nes , f or ci ng one (1) t o r et urn fanmedi at e],y t o bas ® due t o a aever ed

f uel l i ne . Af t er spl i t t i ng up i nt o s i ngl e ahi p el ement s , the a.f rpl anes hi t

the various airdreaies, dropping their bcmbs as follows. The first plene

made t hr ee (3 ) r uns over GALELA f r c  n 1945/ 1 t o 2250j I dr oppi ng f our (4 )

one hundred (100) pound instantaneous demolition bombs on each run, with

bomb bursts observed East of the strip. The second airpla.ne could not bomb
•

AII TI ,  i r dr eme becaug e of t oRer i ng cumul us over cas t and r e t utrr ,e
d t o PI TQE.

The third plaue heckled LOLOB T  making two {2) pasaes, droPPing six (6)

baabs on each pass. Six (6) fell along the coastal road at the SouthReat

e nd of t he r unws y and ssi x ( 6 ) al ong t he Nor t.h s i de of t he rwawa y at t he Eas t
 

end. Damage other than bcmb burst was unobserved. The fourt,h l
.ane deP  

seven (7) rune on K
.
 OE Airdrome dropping ten (10) bombs, t ro (2) of which

were seen to hit East of the runw y . The fifth heckled DJAILOLO dropped

twelve (12) bcmbs in two (2) rur s with unobserved results. No ack-ack was
! r e c e i v ed dur i ng t he h e ck l i r  mi s s i ons . A11 a i

.rp l anes heckl e d f   a n me di i,en

altitude aro  d nine to eleven thousand (9000-11000) feet.

SI D,ATE and TAN 4D iC  T Ai rdr a ne s wer e t he behe ckl ed t ar g e t s of a t wo ( 2 ) B- 25J

mission on the 3c)th, The first plane was unable to reach the primary ter-

get of GOAONTAIA, al s o on CELEBES, due t o g s ol i d f r ont of f CAPE FIFS KO

parall el to the coast and extendin; inland. T ro (2) runs were made dropping

s i x ( 6 ) one - hundr ed ( 100 ) p ounder s on SI DATE, s c or i ng hi t s on t hw S out hwe s t

end of the runw  r and in t,he South dispersal area. The second plana made
- t hr ee runs on SIDATE e nd t hr ee (3 ) runs on TAr1,Ab̀Cflv' dr oppi ng two {2) ba®bs

on each rur   wi t h r es ul t s unobs ervea . Seven -hur dr ed- ei ghty (780) r ot  ds of
  f i f t Y ( •50 ) cz l i ber a,minuni t i on were us ed i n s tr af i ng SIDATE.

   EC  E 
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Y 
.• t   l       ' NOYNfi[B  i HI3TORICAL S  IIARY

C  lfBAT TRAI TII G RNP(RT

SQUaDRONs l,05TH HClI B SQ (ld)  [ONTH ENDIl  Gs 30 Nov emober   19 lNf,.
38re Bo    N'r GROOP (  )

    4-   3
.
  T  l

_1. Nneber of praotioe ba bs dropped Nil 1 5z260 h& 1P,5g,l,D
2. Nnmber of practice banbs scared Nil Nil 1,s10Q d Unkno.n
3. i verege al t i t wde of re l ease Ni l Yedi us Qnknrn m II nkno. n

• !  . Average ci r cul er err or Ni l Unlana. n II nknoRn II nkna rn
5. dvs  ge mil error Nil Unknc rn IInknoun Unkao.n
6. Hom •a of bomb trainer time Nil Nil Nil Nil
7 . Niaaber of ski p ba  be r el eas ed Ni l Ni l Ni l Ni l
8. Honre of instrument flyiag Nil Nil Nil Nil
9 . Hours of f ormat i on f ]  i ng Ni.l Ni l pi l Ni l

• 10 . Eaands of aadmo experd ed at pane l t ar get Ni l 800 Ni l 800
11. Shatgun ahells eapended at panel target Nil Nil Ril Nil
12. D  s of ni as i ons or al er t s when pract i ce 4 li 9 Y 16 14 29 Y

is aot possible

- 0
_

0- 2A    
_

T  
_Combat sorties 35 3  bg 133

  Non- Combat s or t i es 47 7 35 $9

Combat Ha ur s 131 s15 201s30 362 =30 695s15
• Non- Ca®bat Haurs 12? :20 32s55 ? 3 s45 231Fs00

Combat Gaa 15,439 19,94? 45,624 81,OlOG
Non-Conbat Gas 17,212 4,455 12,553 3b , 

• Co a bat Oi l 471 793 1, 012 2, 2'T6Q
Non-Ca®bat 011

.
54   519 ?93Q

TAUB

ft . 0 'OONN  i 
  ls Lient.  Air Corps.

•

'      RE 

,
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APP  ta  zx xi i 

• C          ' Nt7V  IBErc HI STORI CAL SORVEY

SQII 6DR  1 '
 aOILi H  S'..

JI,ii;..:
' .
l?Y'

,
UF li 5Q TH

_
$4P,    OPEF  ATI ONS

.,

Ida vemaber , ZH  ',2 . 19 1,l ,

TGTAL NLiU  iEP OF EII SSI 01   

Tot a l IVumb er of Scr   .i e s  
4

General Strikes  
r a t ure Re c co
of '   Heckle
Operations

i  
Nu r  b Er o f i 1  ° s T 't  t

  St ar t ed on Mi   s 3
.c r.s bv B- z    

''  Type a na  : oc  e i ' du.*
  '  e r

P o . -  ha t f a   i:d :,n r e 3ch
B- 2     

Ob  ect  .v e  , j , 't v" c y y,e  SO!1 . .

.•    
.    :  ra  ^r 1 0 2

p a   ; ,-oE
 

500  D 1 1 P  '

aa   4 P   .
_

or' H;.t s 43 3
•

 
     

 
  1 •̀.

;;•_
1
_

i h e r
    :     

. 5     .  ,.   i
   er ??

a o .  Y 20 R'  ;
- --

. 3?    .7

 
 o o  c;  I  i ; l•  c  r s

 n
 

o   ! Bo  ,b er sc,.  r  .  -
  :-  .̀i . -+-.

 , - f l:o .  !c f''  .i t 2 ?Z
  • "a s O   0 ;.,

  :  o I{o . i r oba : l y
'     L  s;

I  o , da nag ed .
m Du o  co Ai r

y     t  n,  b a t
o     L     t o  1 A

  c  m    Ot ;.c r Cats es -  

   ' Lr e  iV Ai r Ac t i on
 

? U
.      Ta e Uo A •A

a Gt ;    r   a   a e s

.
Tot a l   ,i r p l a.n e Com'  z t '

  F l  ,r  n   Iour s :
6 9  =l  j

 agree of SuccQs s (A e .+arltis ) : 1  F
• TSUS t

CE  REl ' J R. O  CQ 1N08 
.

  t Li . nt . , l i r a -pe

- 1 - •

.
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 c • r 

 
     .R f 

tJn t he morlai ng of t he 9 t h t he J aps   rer e be i ng edged t o t he s ea by

ourvaliant ground forcesunder the coarmand of General Ma.c
ARTHUR, in

t he we s t ern LE'3CTT s e c t or of t he PHTI SPPI NE I SLI NDS . On t he h or i z on

Northweet of thia erea was observed naval activity in the vfcinity

of SRNDC B  C. No s oone r wa s t he c orYVO  ai ght e d v hen i t was aac er -

tained by higher headquartere that a large JBpanese Taek Force  as

w der w  to reinforce the beachhead at LEnTE . It wae imperative

that the Jap force be nnn   9 ted i  ediatel,y
before they reached

' t he ehorea of LEYTE. The Ni p naval f cr ce waa heavi ly ].aden *i tdl men

and tnat sr i s l s s o vi t al   y i mport ant t o t hem at t hi s t i.me i n order t ha,t

they m q stage a last stand in that part of the P'hilippines.

•  flhile this excitement was atirring our Squadron was bei  bri.efed to

hit a Jap airdrome, aleo located on LEYTE. It was aore ar less of a

routine flight. Ack-sck Ras to be heav,y,
interception probable and

expected. dll in all it Ras juet another day for a f 
,yer

in a etraf-

i ng out f i t . Owr Squadr on  be t t er knrn m as t he "Green Dragon St r af er e "
  

wae an old hand at hitting shipping targets. Hadn  t we alreac y built

np An enviable record faar our participatinm in the Biamarck Sea and

t he 3 i mps on HQr bor bat t l e s ?  9e s o gr ovoke d t he Japs t hat "To qro Roee "

once annouaced on her propaganda prograz , that "Tojo" would pay the

aum of t en t haus and y e n f or t he capt ur e of an,y mem'b®r of t he "(  reen

Dr a gon Bombardment Squadr on . " S ur e   re v ere g ood , xe lmew i t and t he

Japs knew it. But why the hell were we going to hit an sirdrame 

xhen v e aoul d j us t as we l l be ge t t i ng a cr ack a t t ha t naval f orc e i n
,

  AD OC B,  F? I at er i n t he even i ng of t he 9t h - - - - - - 3uat aFter ah oW - -

Re s aumt er ed over t o t he bul l e t i n boax d t o re ad t he "p oop f   cm gr oup . "

    ET
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..     CRET
  ' be a s -Nothing new, except a memorandum stating that there would pe

cial meeting of all ccmbat crews in the Intelligenoe affice at 1900.

Needless to say by 181.5 every crew member waa in the war rvam, sweat-

3.ng f.t out . Pecul i ar thj.ng about t he f ew mi nut e s bef ore a br i ef i ng . - -

Especiall,y
this time.--In the air wae a famil3.ar note--it ®as tense--

the ai r ftamed wi t h the odor of s reaty , st i cky bodi e a . Seventy men

packed into a wall tent made to shelter fifteen men, uncomfortab y.

Forty-eig t of them wou7 d be selected by operatione for the mission.
•

Some vf t hem gue s sed as why thay wer e cal l ed t o t he meet i z g , but no  s

ot her t han the operat i ons of f i cer , ca®mandi t g of f i cer ,   d i nt el l i -

gence officere, really kn ew what was to take place. All is quiet,

ond a f e el i ng of an ci et y prevai l.ed tohen the Int e l l i gence Of f i ceT
 

called the mesting to order. " fen, the misaion far tamorrow-----",

and so the briefing was under wa,y.

Z'be events leading up to the sighting of tbe great Jap fleet were

br oug it up t o dat e . The Comomandi r g Of f i cer , Ma  ar   tat rer , pr esent ed
•

thi s t i  me t he crev a hadthe tactical problem to be employed. By

calmed do rn . They al w  ra cal m down af t er the f act s are knoam.   e

C. O. had spoken, '"I'hat 's al l I have , " snd the men Aer e t ol d. t o hang

  round as the f l i ght e chedul e was t o be pos t ed . Smal l. gr oups had

formed in the Iutelligence tent, and men were pouring over the wall

naps , t err a.
i n s t tuif e s , and es cape met hods .

The men were selected and went back to their tents to gathsr forty

wi nks . "'Toj o " rvoul dn ' t be ov er t ha t ni ght , i t was t oo c l otu y - - - -•

i a .1d. - - -that's what we thought. Final briefing was to be at e A

s o  re had t o be up a t f our t h i r t y . rJe wer e up e ar l i er t hau we ex -

'
     

1  L7
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  SECKET  
 

vessels be attacked. The C roup leader concurred and the strike was on.

Our Sqvadraa broke into two two ahip and one three ehip elements, lda os

 ' AUF ER l ed t he "Gr een Dragons " thr ough the s tr s i t bet ween CEBII Iel and

and C11  OTES Is l and, keepi ng out of range of t he l i ght crui se rs and t he

large vessels. The Squadron continued on an apprcaimate heading of three

hundred and ei cty degreea, a„nd executed a one hundred and eight r degree

turn, thus enabling them to take ftitll advantage of the terrain features

as af f orded by C tMOC Peni nsul s, f or Q l aDrd and Se a qt t ack. I a j or 11d  I  F 

_ led the three plane element on an attack against a destroy er arrd a very

l aI'ge t i-p;nsport . Thi s el ement f i r s t came out of t he bl ue f5ca n noehere

and all three planes spat a deadhy venom of hot lead  5rom the seething

nos t r i l a of t hei r "Gre en Dragona ", t br oughl y s t r af i ng and damagi ng t he 
destrayer. They cleared the s r structure and then contin e  u d an t hei r

nttaok of'the transport. Coming in at mast head height, they skimmed

over t he f unnel e of t he ahi p, savagel  r burai ng t t e f r . 50 cal i ber barre l e

on i t eud dr appi ng e i gl it t'i ve huadred pound, f our t o f i ve aeoond del a.y ,
  demolition bombs, scoring direct hit,a and near misaea. They pulled up

sharply to clear the veesel, and, as they vrere leaving the target, the

t ranspor t   s s een t o expl ode vi ol ent l 3r. The f l araes and f l ar i ng bl ack

smoke engul f ed t he ves el , and as t he f l i   t evaded t o t he ra,l ],y poi nt ,
it was observed that the amoke from the ainking vessel had risen to seven
thousand feet.

The neact element of two plaues made a bombing run on the same deatroyer
t hat had been s t rafbd b

,  t he f i r s t f l i ght .   a t hey ski rt ed crver t he dea -
• troyer, they released eight bombs ecoring, as the first flig t did on

t he comrvy , di r ect hi t s and near mis ses . The f l i ght had hard  r l ef t t jte
t ar get when the ve s ael bl ew up amd spl i t ami dshi ps , s i nki ng 3,n a f e w

- 20 -
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   ECR  Eri ., eeeoads. HQVing releaaed thefr bambs Qnd contint ed on their rna, thie

_. e l .e®ent spot t ed a t ranepmrt , and, ,
 us t f or good mmeasure , p  el l ed i t

.
wi th t hef r scre un noae i t sever e1 i ng B  s , damag3n8  ,q • 

The t hi rd f l i g  it of t wo pl az e s s t ert ed a rua om t wo Lar ge ne r ebant vea-

se l a, 3net Nor tb  cd.' POATSQN Is l aud a ad F  s t of t he vee se l 8 dset rapred by

ths pre cedi ug f l i ght a . Theae t tro vease ].a were prot ect ed b
,  e i  c t o ei gxit

des t sayer e , a  .r cl i ng   vs t   s t +of t he ehi ps , aod by t wo ].i g  t cra3,eer s
;

end cme deat r o rar near C  dOC Ci ty .   a t he ai rp]  n®e begar t thei r ba nbi   g

aad s t   af i ag run, t  hey tro r e both heavf   ,y hi t by ant i   3r cra,f t f i re . Ohss
 

pl ane wae hi t i n t he bomb- b  r ari d hydraul i c syet e®, cau8i.r g h# a t o aal vo

hi s  ianbe . The othsr pl ane i n thi s f l i   t , pi l ot ed by   i.ent enat t B tADI 

of Bal t imore ,   atryl aad,  rae hi t i n t he l ef t eng3.ne , knocki og ont a cyl i n- , 
der . I t waa neceaa f or hi rs t o f eat her an i e e but de i t e t hese    8   aP

ataggeriag odda, hs mads a single plaae pase on ths  reesel wit$ one st gine.

 .ientenant BRdDI Y made a firey attack on the vesael releasing hie basbe

ae he paeeed aPer it almoet at bridge level, scaring tbrse direat hits

' aad ans nsar m3sa. Needleea to s  r the ehi loded ax d sank: Flamesp   P

aad smoka f r̀ a'n the ai nki ng ,reaeel were obs er ved at t he hei ght ot' e i ght

t housand f e et . Al l. ai rp]a nes except hi ® f oraaed at t he ra].1,y poi nt and

proceeded t o T1 CIA(H  T on L  Y1Ts I s ].and t o r eiw,el , t henee t o ret nrn harNe .,
Z i eut enaat BH  ,DIEY was al cne   uet Sout heaet of t he t arget st r oggl i ng t o

,
gaiu altitnde. In a vain atte apt to bring his plane up I feutes nt BRaD-

3.  Y ord.ered hi a crew t o t hr ow a h t he equi p ment pos s i bl e v ter boerd. Tbe

release of tbie equip nent wae of ao avail aa he canld not gain altitnde
.

  and tras f oroed t o f l y at t he hasardous hei ght o  onl y f i f t y f e et ab+onre

wat er , wi t h a danger ouel ,y 1a r ai r speed of' one hundr ed aud f or  r Pi ve

 i].ea per hour. He could not clear landon his appro4eh to  he eae gsttqr

' - 21 -    _   .
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f i el d, t her ef or e he had t o .f ore go a di r ect r out e f   r a l onger r ont e over

  rat er , He f i nal l y made i t t o t he s t ri p, aad  rhen hi a cr ew cl i nbed f'  cm

the plas e to the revetment--not one, but all, kiased the PHILIPPIN$ soil.

The pl..enes r ePuel ed and t he f l i   t t o t he haoQe baae wae made eri t hout i n-

oident. Upon handing all crexs  rere so ezcited that they could hard] r

eocpress the rselvea coherently. All realized, ho rever, that they had dealt

the Japa a telling blos. Captain RZCK3 of Enfe, TexQS, 3qvadreaiNavigatar

who t as f   y i ng hi s e i ght 3.et h m3as i on, aa38 , "That Jap ahi p was so l ar ge

  and ao high, I didn t think ED ( ajor IRAURR  t) could pull it up laat enougb

to clear the top deck. To me it looked se high as the "Normandfe", I knew

i t   ras t he l arge at ehi p I had ever s een. I l oQked back af t er Terre l l   a
(i t. Terrell of Leguna Beach, Califvrnia) bamba hit and the ahip ble 

  a      , n

Thia misafon was the most profitable.a
hipping etri]ce ever conducted by tbs

"C  een Dragoo  St raf er s ", reaul t i ng i n t he def i ni t e ai nki t g of one t rans -

port, one freighter tran8port and one destrayer escart, and one other traae-

 
 

por t damaged. Th3s i s an aggregat e t ozmage of t'  .f t een t hons and f i ve htm -
dred tona of sorely needed Jap suppliea and ahippix g, increasiag the "Jap

Undwraea Fleet" by that much more, not bad far seven " itchells .

Al1 participating crew members ag eed that it was the beat strike they had

ever eeen, and even t he "ol d p cr e  r member a had t o f i nal l y concede t hat t he
"ne r" bay s wer e "her e when i t  ras r ough . " Bel i eve i t or not , but al l crew

members s cpressed their desire to hit the sam® target the very next day

"to pick up the cripples." The miasion xas o rer and noW to the brieting
!

r oom. "  en, t he mi s s i on f ar   t amorr ow - - - - - . " .
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• A endi x No. 11 A - No  ber Hi et or i cal Sur vey

' ,Tos i   TH Bt    ca     vD, APO   19. (A-z)
F  s S-  , , 3

8Tx Boa  G  oUP (  ), APO 9a6.
t  z  ss Fl  o

Do  aR s2oos
F II dA,L h:I SSI ON Fi.  'Cff' Ts

(A) FFO 315  -A1 i ol 1 .
J   .   B-z  J  s .  oSTx Bc    oN

(B) ENE  Y COlv'VOY - C   OC BAY

( C) T/ 0 0 301/ I TOT ]
.l li.

5/ I I  3DED TACIABi 1d 1315/ I Tf 0 1530/ I LAI IDED bi  .OTAI
1900/ I MTNTL  ALTI 1JDE O TEd TAKGET.

( D} II V   LY CONVO  ' GEAt  Y  i!"1  T OF POi I50Pd I SLAND. CON:  I:ST'r  OF 6 CL  S , 10 TO 12 DD S
3 TA' S , AhD 2 FTB . S   UA7RON, I N TFiO 2 PL  NE F  IF  dTS Ai D OPd£  3 PLANE   NT
ATTACKED A DU, ZTA, Al  2 F'TB  lI TH   FO  .I ,a   I NG k r .SULTS s 1  Dr t ECT HI TS   lII  .E S CORED
ON A TA 5 I  I LES SOUTHEAS T OF CATI YOb1  1 POI NT kNU SHI P EXPl     ` . DEFI NI TELY SUNK.  TA 2    I LFS NtFtTIi  TF  T OF ABO  Th J 1 S STR,AF  D HLAVI LY BY 2 PL ANFS AND LEF'T S  OKI NG.
SHI P   AS DAI.:AC  . Ot1E UD AT CATI Yt    N POI IJT '+̀ AS S  k  D BY 5 PLAlaES AT ID F ECEI VED
4 DTRECT HI TS A m 1  NEAR  hI 35 r.

- 'S. . SHI P I  ' OIOJ I Af HALF AND SUNK I  R  I ATELY. FTB
2 b1I LE5 Fr'F ST C  NCHTH TI P QF POI  4N I SLAND RECEIVFD 3 DII  cECT HI TS AAID ONE NEAFt   II S S .
SHI P F•KPLODr  ']. 7 AS THOUGJi LO  ;a  E.U ' "cI TH A&  dI TI ON AI ID  1'AS LAST Sr  i E'rNEIAPED I N BLACg
SNOKE AND FLA1 .  TO   , 000 TO 3 , 000 F  T. 2 OF !  B(    .5 Ti'vRE SLEIJ TO HI T 0 3 DECK OF
FTB AT SAGAY POI hIT BUT IJO BUFiSTS WERE (  F  tVED. LATEH THI S SHI P T AS SEEN TO BE
SA OKI NG HEAVI I ,Y AI1ID I S BELI EVID II ADLY DAk'[AGED. OPJE PLAl   HI T HYI  AULI C SYSTr  i SHOT
OUT ANll ONE PLAPJE HA;  LEb'T ENGI NE SHOT OUT OV  COiv VOY. &   r  E I  'T AT TACI ABAI 1.
OtJE TAI L GUI  JE  HAD LEG BROKE?J BY PCZSSI  iLE Iu:6 SLUG. ONE CI   , II ,  ER   gS BURN  } A•' ID
OVEkCCb :E BY SL ;OKE FRCt  i I 'LASFS EXPLODI NG I t7 PLFiNE.

(E) (F) r I L.
( G) Af A  7F ALL CAI SBEt . i  B,S I NTEIV SE AlÌD I ZIACCI  .ATE TO ACCiA  ATE . SC  E E  STS OF
PHt  PHC  tOUS PF OJ   .'CTI LES  'lEkF OBSF.t'cVED. AIS O 47ATER SPOUTS BY HEAVY CALI BER NAVAL GII NS .

 
(H) K- 21 PHUTOS TAKr N BY 3 PLA dFS . 2 Q0 ' THESE CA    I , 1S ARE I N PLAN1   FtF  1AIl  R   iG AT
TACLt)BAN.

( I ) OPlE F1B   :&S Sr.  N LAYI NG ON SI DE 3 &:I L  S SOUT  HE9S T OF CATUYt   T POI NT DiktI NG
APPSOAGH TO TARGET. ONE B- 25 E 1 S S  N TO EUrcN A ID CFi.  SH 6 TO ? DqI LFS SOUTHV EST OF
CATUYCl 'IAN YOI IjIT. ONE B- 25  rAS SEEN BURBI NG BUT I N FLI GHT THn.0UG8 KAwI T STRaUT.
YE'LLOiP  LI k  R ' FT YJAS LATER OF3SEEtVED J II ST NOH'TFlY  T OF    A I SI AND AND   AS THOII GHT
TO EE FR4 y: TH s BU'r'1rI NG Pi AT  . bT AVY LI GHT SHI P TFiAF'I 'I C OBSE  .brID ALOPdG NQRTH COAST ( I'
BOHOL.

(J) £NKOUTEt 2/10 C1  LZ US AT 1,000 TO 1,500   'FET. THTX ALTO STRATUS gT 6
,000 FEET.

OVER COl']Vc7Ys HI GH 1'  iIl Y ALT4 S   l,TUS AI Ti7 SThATO CiI  :ULUS AT 2, 000 FF  T OVEft L;  IVD.
VI SI BI LI TY 1 2 i: I LF  . P.ETU   IZ: SCA  TE   ED 5H04̀tFRS - VI SI BLLI TY 7 B  I T  .

( K) FI GHTER COVEft  '.AS T  CELI,EIdT. AF:.PLE SHI PPI 3dG t   '  D FOP  FURT-i  t  I SSI 0 1.
  OIy E PLAi  HAS NOT BEEN I NCLUDEU I N FtEPCRT AS CREL !    :AI I ED AT TACI ABAi T. 

( L) 16 Z 500 Pt7UND DII  .:O 1 - 5 SECOND DELAY Bp !iB5 DROPP  ? SEI  CT, 1  tlERE SALVC EU
DUE TO EN 3ti iY ACT10N. /a.

RETt  a 1  7 TO BASE, A1 ID ,l . III I  ' I'    TED AS FXPI,  I l  D I N ='K"
AI4  i J EXPE1tiIDI TURE NOT AVAI T.aABLE AT THI S TI FJIE . ti7I I  L BE FOP.tiyARDED BY 0800 1].

/ 1 1./ s / Os car G. El l i s , dECLA55fFl ED   , / t / 06CAR G. ELLIS t o  ai  5200.9 ,_Jl  a j or , Ai r Cor ps
.

 ES R. 0 ' CON Ii OR,I nt e l li ge nce Of f i c e r
.

221,.0
/ I / 10/ 1 1/ l L,, t Li eut . , Ai r Cor ps .
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