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mass production. The modified B-25J-2 model has been found to have sev-
eral advanteges over the "J" and the "J-1." It utilizes twelve (12) for=-
ward firing guns as compared with seven (7) on the "J", and has eighteen
(18) gms in all. These B-25J=2 guns seem far better than the oler types.
From one gun alene ome-hundred-twenty-five-thousand (125,000) rounds of
£ifty (.50) caliber ammumition have been fired with apparently no wear
on the gunand no repairs necessary during that period. A new system of
hydraulic emergency brakes have been installed, with the brake valve in
corporation with the Vicker's system. By removal of the radio compart-
ment gas tank, an hour's flying time has been cut off the range of the
airplanes, making them into short range planes, In the future, operations
must take into consideration this fact and make missions of shorter dura-
tion. A new radio beam receiver system, the Loranze System, has been in
stalled in these later models, but as no radio station cepalle of direct-
ing the radio beam is kmown to be in operation in the Far East, the new
gystem has not yet been tried. The principle appears simple, revolution-
ary and very effective, and the majority of our combat men are desirous
of trying out this new mtﬂ-n Although 1t has been noted that most
bombs salvoed have been salvoed because of "malfunction of the elsctrical
system.” This is not the fault of the electrical maintemance engineers,
but rather co-pilots desiring to train their bombs hold the switch down
too long thus causing the bombs to be salvoed, and they at times have
also confused switches for releasing bombs. Striet training is now in
effect to remedy this situation.

In recent 38th Group inspections, the 405th Squadron maintenance section

8. See Appendices #9 and #10. 9. See Appendices 9 and #10.
10. By conversation with Lt. Jemes M. Shrout, Engineering Officer
11. See page 13, October, 1944 Historical Summary, 405th Bomb Sq (M).
12. See page 14, October, 1944, Historical Summary, 405th Bamb Sq (M).
13. By conversation with Lt. James M. Shrout, Engineering Officer.
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was placed first in maintenance among the four (4) squadrons of the
Group with the other squadrons lagging far behind. This excellent
recard not only places the Squadron high in prominence and shows how
excellently our sirplanes are maintained, but also inspires the confi-
dence of the combat crews who are to fly the tirplancs.u

Recently a Personnel Supply Officer, Lieutenant EUGENE D. PENDERGRAST,
has been appointed to supervise supply of persocunel combat equipment
such as watches, pneumatic mattresses, leather jackets, A-3, and B-4
bags, etc., thus alleviating Techmical Supply of this work, neverthe-
less requisition for this equipment is still made through Technical Sup-
ply. Watches are especially difficultto procure, and not all pilots,
co=pilots, navigators, and radio-gumners, who are supposed to receive
them, have been issued watches. Airplane parts are difficult to pro-
cure for the B-25J, however, the 405th Squadron Technical Supply was
foresighted enough to procure a large supply of equipment at Nadzab be-
fore moving to the present base at Morotai, so that the Squadron has

had enough equipment to get by on. Tools, however, are very difficult
to procure, and much time is wasted in borrowing tools. There has been
e shortage of "K" rations, as on the long missions the combat men require
them for sustinence. Some men illegally carry these ratlions awsy with
them, and all possible is being done to break this habit. These "K" ra-
tions are not available from our supply bases. For a few days these ra-
tions were not procursble at all. At present we are twenty-four (24(
life preservers short. All of the parachutes, both for men and equipment,
have been kept in excellent shape by the Squadron Parachute Rigging and
Repair Shop, which sdministers supply of all rations end life-rafts also.l’

14« By letter from Capt Robert J. Fugua, Group Engineering Officer.
15. From conversation with W/0 Vennie Nikitas, 405th Tech. Supply Officer.
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SECRET Appendix No. 6, Novefpber Historid !
AIR FORCE FORM No. 110 Survey G

DAILY AIRCRAFT STATUS REPORT =

AIR FORGE 5TH coMmanp__V BUMBER groye__ 38TH BONE [E) souaomon_ Z05TH BONB
DETAGHMENT _Z05TH  pepor_  stamion__APD 920  opate— Nov 1,197

TABLE 1 Ava/LABILITY

ToT. FLYABLE GROUNDED WILL BE FLYABLE | COMBAT CREWS
A/C
TYPE & MODEL o | mamt 72HRS.| OVER
ON | OPER. o'::gr'!‘ REP ::“"T erect |otner | '™ T0 10 | AsGD. | AvaIL.
HAND - | mopiF, | PARTS T2HRS. |5 pays| pavs
2 3 a d e f g A ] J & [4 m
1| B=25J 16 16 7 7
' 3-25D 1 1 ' |

TABLE IL
GAIN,LOSS,OR CHANGE IN CONDITION
TYPE A AF.
MODEL SERIAL :R 'a EXPLANATION
SERIES NUMBER
” ) P ¢

NO CHANGE :

A TRUE : '
:zk i
2

t Lieut, Air Corps. :

RICHARD C. DAVIS, Captes As:Co.
ETRET

COMMANDING OFFICER

e
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Appendix No. 8, November-Histo:

J . AIR FORCE FORM No. 110 Survey

DAILY AIRCRAFT STATUS REPORT l
mrForce FIFTH  cowwawp T BIMBER  erour 3RTH FIME [H) scuaprow_ 4OSTH BOMB (M)
DETAGHMENT ___ DEPOT_____ sTaTioN_APO 926 parg_30 TOVEMEER 19ZL \
TABLE 1 AVAILABILITY
ToT. FLYABLE GROUNDED WILL BE FLYABLE | COMBAT GREWS
z AJC
TYPE 8 MODEL not. | MAINT | awarr \n | 72HRS.| OVER
ON | OPER. REP ERECT | OTHER 10 | 10 | AseD | avaw.
HAND OPER. | mopiF. | PARTS T2ZHRS.io pays| pAYS
2 F e d e f g A i J k& ¢ m ,
|| B-25d 11 8 3 3 21 14 "
B-25J=1 1 3
B-25d-2 1 1
4| B-25D 1 1 1
5| B-25D-1 1 1 1
6
7
. |
&
iz
13
14
15
g TABLE I |
@& GAIN,LOSS,0R CHANGE IN CONDITION
TYPE A AF.
MODEL semaL | S L EXPLANATION
SERIES NUMBER
n o P g
16} B-25J 43-28088 C Fromg toe & 1 (Exhanst Studs)
17| B-257 43-28010 | C | Fromctoe & i (300 Hr., Insp)
18] B-25D-1 | 4130059 c From f to e & b (Gp Insp)
19 '
20 B=-25D 41-30597 XC to0 T'ville
21
22
23
24
25
6
8|
29 ."-‘ '_'l- -
30
31
32|
EE|
34 . 3 e
35|
A TRUE COPY:
J %é%‘[\f
1st Lieut, Air Corps,
Major, Air Corps, |
4 MH”%’NG OFFICER )
SECRET

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

s

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

- ——a et Ml e

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EOQ12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

e ——e

® i ®

Combat training during November was negligible due to the fact that numerous
misslons were flown, requiring all the time and energy of the combat crews.
However, several medium altitude bambing missions were participated in by
the 405th, so it was necessary to have further sdequate training in this rel-
atively new,to us, type of mission, We had up to this time primarily parti-
cipated in minimum altitude bambing and strafing missions, hence the name
"Green Dragon Strafers". So fram medium altitude one (1) practice bomb,
five (5) 260 pound fragmentaticn bombs, and four (4) one humdred (100) pound
demos were dropped at a target; however; the average circular and mil errors
are not known. This fraining admittedly was inadequate dus to the lack of
time for it, as there were twenty-nine (29) days of missions or alerts when
practice was not possible. Eight-hundred (800) rounds of ammmition were
expended on the panel target with excellent results. All in all eighty-
nine (89) non~combat sorties were flown, totslling two-hundred-thirty-four
(234:00) hours, during which time thirty-four-thousend-two-hundred-twenty
(34,220) gallons of gas and seven hundred ninety three quarts of oil were
consumed.l Local practice bombing was carried out on the 19th, 20th, 22nd
and 30th, end locel test fire by one (1) plane on the 25th. On three (3)
days formation flying was practiced by six (6) airplanes. Throughout the
month planes were shutiling back snd forth between MOROTAI, BIAK, and OWI,
as well as a few to SANSAPOR, HOLLANDIA, FINCHAFEN, and one (1) to TOWNS=-
VILLE. On the 17th and 23rd couriers were flown to LEYTE, the first being

counted as a miaaion.z

Twenty-nine (29) strikes were flown during November. Of the one-hundred-
thirty-four (134) B-25J's which tock off on these combat missions, five (5)

1. See Appendix #1l. 2. From Aircraft Movement Sheets, 1-30 Nov. 1944
-15 -
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returned to base due to mechanical melfunction, end twenty-two (22) due to
averse weather conditicns., Seventy-seven-thousand-three-hundred-five (77305)
rounds of £ifty (.50) caliber ammunition were expended in strafing, while
one~hundred=-four (104) five hundred (500) pound demog, four-hundred-thirty
(430% one-hundred (100) pound demos, one-mmdred-thirty-two (132) one-hun-
dred (100) pound para-demos, and one-thousand-one-hmdred-thirteen (1113)
twenty~three (23) pound para-frags were dropped on the wnhappy Japs, with
all but fifty-three (53) of the five-hundred (500) pounders hitting the tar-
get nrea.B A total of six-~-mmdred-ninety-four hours and fifteen minutes
(694115) of combat flying time were flown, during which time eighty-one-
thousand-ten (81,010) gallons of gesoline end two-thousand-two-hundred-seven-
ty-six (2276) quarts of oil were consumed.*

On the 29th a photo mission was run by two (2) B-25J's to DORO Village and
Cape IEIAI, HAIMAHERA, and twelve (12) one-hundred (100) pound para-demos
were dropped on a hulk at KACE and the West dispersal area of DJATLOLO Air-
drame with unobserved results. Complete K-17 cblique photo coverage was
made of the coastline from three-hundred (300) feet at sea. A search mis-
sion by one (1) "I combed the waters between MOROTAI, TALAUD, and CELEBES
on the 29th, completing the mission 100% successfully with negative results.
No weather reccos were flown during the month. Two (2) missions flown will
not be discussed in the following chapters. The first, on the 25th, consist-
ed of six (6) "J's" in two (2) flights against the runways and dispersal arsa
et GALEIA, HALWAHERA, on a Southwest-Northeast run, strafing the entire sres
thoroughly, with tracers seen to enter seversl serviceable airplanes and an-
ti sireraft pits, but starting no fires. Afterwards the formation brcke up
into single ship elements and heckled various airdromes in the HAIMAHERA.

3+ See Appendix #12. 4+ See Appendix #11.
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At GALELA the intense, medium, and accurats anti-aireraft fire fram posi=
tions in trees on the sides of the South end of No. 2 Strip hit three (3)
eirplanes, forcing ome (1) to return immediately to bsse dus to a severed
fuel line. After splitting up into single ship elements, the airplanes hit
the various airdromes, dropping their bombs as follows. The first plane
made three (3) runs over GALELA from 1945/ to 2250/I dropping four (4)
one hundred (100) pound instantaneous demclition bombs on each run, with
bomb bursts observed East of the strip, The second airplane could not bomb
MITI Airdrome because of towering cumulus overcast and returned to PITCE.
The third plane heckled LOLOBATA making two (2) pesses, dropping six (6)
bombs on each pass. Six (6) fell along the comstal road at the Southwest
end of the runway and six (6) along the North side of the runwey at the East
end. Demage other than barb burst was umcbserved. The fourth plane made
seven (7) runs on KAOE Airdrome dropping tem (10) bambs, two (2) of which
were seen Lo hit East of the runwsy. The fifth heckled DJAILOLO dropped
twelve (12) bembs in two (2) runs with unobserved results. No ack-ack was
received during the heckling missions. A1l airplanes heckled fram medium
altitude around nine to eleven thousand (9000-11000) feet.

SIDATE and TANAMON Airdromes were the beheckled targets of a two (3) B-257
mission on the 30th. The first plame was unable to reach the primary tar-
get of GORONTALO, also on CELEBES, due o a solid front off CAPE FIESKO
parallel to the coast and extending inland. Two (2) runs were masde dropping
six (6) one-hundred (100) pc;zmders on SIDATE scoring hits on the Southwest
end of the rumwey and in the South dispersal area. The second plane made
three runs on SIDATE end three (3) runs on TANANON dropping two (2) bombs
on each run, with results uncbserved. Seven~hundred=-eighty(780) rowmnds of
firty (.50) caliber ammmition wers used in strafing SIDATE.
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. AFPENDIX II’
SU_RET NOVEMBER HISTORICAL SURVEY
SQUADRON
HONTHIY SUMIARY (OF _ L05TH BOID EXONE OPERATIONS
Novembisr » XRKE.1944
TOTAL NUMBER CF HMISSIONS 1 29
Total Number of Scriies ]34
Grmeed Strikes
llature Recco
of Heckle
Operations
i
Number of Plapes That
Started on Missions by B=25J 134
Type and Model ivmber
No, that fal ed io reach
Objective Ly {yper reason B-250 5" 220
o 8 } tumber 104 goi L2 %
ol 500#D 1 1
SE o, of B 30 132 I3 |
a8 { No. of Hits 51 43
i Eg; .30 G=Tiber
s g 2 & .50 Catiber 77,305
3
g%y g 0 20 N
bt WV
| ] g - ;_T'.
E. e 2y Firhiers
g_' ﬁ # Bonbers
f—a—} No.defivitely
=2 losh
¢ Q No.peobably
- 48 iost
No, damaged
= | Due to Air
o e B Sonbatb
@ ®.5 | Tue to 4/A
3 © 2 1 other Causes
o g Enemy Alr Action
2 8 | pue to A/A .
3 Other Causes
Total Airplane Combat
Tlying Hours . 694315
Pagrse of Success (Remarks)
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APPENDIX XIII-A NOVEMBER HISTORICAL SURVEY
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NOVEMBER 1944 HISTORICAL SUMMARY

"GREEN DRAGONS®™ LO5TH BEOMBE 5§ (M)
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Appendix No. 144 = Kc'bor Historical Survey

TO: 13TH /BQMEER COMMAND, APO 719. (&-2)
Fis 842, 38TH BQUB GROUP (M), APO $26.

[RCTASSIFIED
DOD DIR 5200.9

FINAL MISSION REPCRT:
(L) FFO 315-F-AL 10/11/44 7 B=25J18 4LO5TH BOVRON
(B) ENRBIY CONVOY - CRIOG BAY

(c) T/0 0801/1 TOT 1145/1 LANDED TACLOBAN 1315/1 T/0 1530/I LANDED HOROTAI
1900/ MINIMUM ALTITUDE OVER TARGET.

(D) ENEMY CONVUY GENERALLY WEST OF PONSON ISLAND, CONSISTED OF 6 CL'S, 10 T0 12 DD'S
3 TA'S, AND 2 FTB. SQUADRON, IN TWO 2 PLANE ELENENTS AND ONE 3 PLANE ELENENT
ATTACKED A DD, 2T4, AND 2 ¥TB WITH THE FOLLOWING RESULTSs 4 DIRECT HITS WERE SCORED
ON A TA 5 MILES SOUTHEAST OF CATIYOMAN POINT AND SHIP EXPLODED, DEFINITELY SUNK.
,.n 2 WILES NORTHWEST OF ABOVE TA WAS STRAFED HEAVILY BY 2 PLANES AND LEFT SMOKING.
SHIP WAS DAMAGED. ONE DD AT CATIYOMAN PUINT WAS STRAFED BY 5 PLANES AND RECEIVED
4 DIRECT HITS AND /4 NEAR MISSES. SHIP BROKE IN HALF AND SURK IMVEDIATELY. FIB
2 NILES WEST OF HORTH TIP OF PONSON ISLAND RECEIVED 3 DIRECT HITS AND ONE NEAR MISS,
SHIP EXPLODED AS THOUGH LOADED WITH AMMUNITION AND WAS LAST SEEN ENVELOPED IN BLACK
SMOKE AND FLAME TO 2,000 TO 3,000 FEET., 2 OF 4 BQMBS WERE SEEN TO HIT ON DECK OF
FTB AT SAGAY POINT BUT HO BURSTS WERE OBSERVED. LATER THIS SHIP WAS SEEN TO BE
SMOKING HEAVILY AND IS BELIEVED BADLY DAMAGED. ONE PLANE HIT HYDRAULIC SYSTEM SHOT
OUT AND ONE PLANE HAD LEFT ENGINE SHOT OUT OVER CONVOY. BOTH WERE LEFT AT TACLOBAN.
ONE TAIL GUNNER HAD LEG BROKEN BY POSSIBLE M6 SLUG. ONE CREW MEVBER WAS BURNED AND
OVERCCME BY SMOKE FRQM FLARES EXPLODING IN PLANE.

(E) (F) NIL.

() A/A OF ALL CALIEER WAS INTENSE AND TNACCURATE TO ACCURATE. SOME BURSTS OF
PHOSPECROUS PROJECTILES WEHE OBSERVED. AISO WATER SPOUTS BY HEAVY CALIBER NAVAL GUNS.

‘(H) K=-21 FHOTOS TAKEN BY 3 PLANES. 2 OF THESE CAMERAS ARE IN PLANES REMAINING AT
TACLOBAN.

(I) ONE FTB WAS SEEN LAYING ON SIDE 3 MILES SOUTHEAST OF CATUYCMAN POINT DURING
APPROACH TO TARGET. ONE B-25 WAS SEEN TO BEURN AND CRASH 6 TO 7 MILES SOUTHWEST OF
CATUYQMAN POINT. ONE B-25 WAS SEEN BURNING BUT IN FLIGHT THROUGH KAWIT STRAUT.
YELLOW LIFE RAFT WAS LATER OBSEHVED JUST NOETHWEST OF MAHABA ISLAND AND WAS THOUGHT
TO BE FRGM THE BURNING PIANE. HEAVY LIGHT SHIP TRAFFIC OBSERVED ALONG NORTH COAST OF
BOHOL.

(J) ENROUTE: 2/10 CUMULUS AT 1,000 TO 1,500 FEET. THIN ALTO STRATUS AT 6,000 FEET.
OVER CONVOYs HIGH THIN ALTO STRATUS AND STRATO CUMULUS AT 2,000 FEET OVER LAND.
VISIBILITY 12 MILES. RETUHN: SCARTERED SHOWERS - VISIBILITY 7 MILES.

(K) FIGHTER COVER WAS EXCELLENT. ANMPLE SHIPPING HEMAINED FOR FURTHER MISSION.
ONE PLANE HAS NOT EEEN INCIUDED IN REPORT AS CREW REMAINED AT TACLOBAN.

(L) 16 X 500 POUND DENO 4-5 SECOND DELAY BOMBS DROFPED SELECT, 4 WERE SALVOED
DUE TO ENEMY ACTION, 4 RETURNED TO BASE, AND 4 UNREPORTED AS EXPLATNED IN "K"
AVMO EXPENDITURE NOT AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME. WILL BE FORWARDED BY 0800/411/11.
/8/ Oscar G, Ellis,  DFCLASSIFIED TRUE

/t/ OSCAR G. ELLIS LD DR 52009

Major, Air Corps

Intelligence Officer  2240/1/10/11/44,

R. O'CONNOE,
17 Lisut-, Air COPPB-
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