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MAPANGET Afrdrome, CELEBES Tsland,

21 November, 1944, Wission F326-T=A~2
FIFTH AIR FORCE, V BOMBER CQEUAND

387H BOMB GROUP (M), 405TH BGME 3Q ().
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- LANGOAN Airdrome, CELEBES Island,
26 November 1944, Mission §331-0-4~2,
. FIFTH ATR FORCE, V BOMBER COMAND , .
33TH BOMB GHOUP (M), AOSTH BGME 53 (X)
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LANGOAN Jirdroms, CELEBES Igland,

26 Noverher 13,4, Mission #331-Z-1-2
FIFTE ATR FORCE, V BCMBER COMMAND,
24T BOME GROUP (M), LO5TH BOME 8Q (M)
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; mu' Afvdroma, HALMAHERA mmd:.

28 November, 1944, Nission #333=Z-A-2
: FIFTH AIR FORCE, V BOMBEER COMIAND,
. ‘ 38TH B(MB GROUP (K), 405TK EQuB 5Q (k)
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GAIELA #irdrome, EAIMANRAA Island
: 28 Novembar 1944, Nission #333-Ge=i=2
it FIFTH AIR FURCE, V BOMBER CQMMAND,
T . 38TH BB GROUP (M), 405TE BAB 5§ (M),
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PART SEVEN =

HECKLING THE "NIPS" BY NIGHT

NOVEMBER 194/ HISTORICAL SUMMARY
"GREEN DRAGONS" - 4O5TH BAME SQ (M)
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but dropping no bembs. No ack-ack was encountered, bub two (2) inaceu-

-~ ~

‘n s

™ SECRET

Just East of DAVAO city. One searchlight at WATINA Airdrome pointed

vertically remained on for approximetely one (1) minute, and then one
blinking light West of MATINA was observed befare being extinguished
upon approach of the sirplanes. A1l airplsnes encountered excellent
weather with 3/10 scattered alto-stratus at six thousand feet, with
a 10/10 cumulo nimbus to twenty thousend (20,000) feet accampanied by
lightning around MT. AP0, Before deylight all airplsnes left the tar-

get area as ardered snd after s return trip without incident or impor-

),

tant sightings landed safely st PITUE at 0640/I to 0645/1.1

On the night of 17-18 November several airplanes were sent out on sep=
arate heckling missions. The heckling missions of the 16th was consid=
ered as one (1) missiom, #321-Z-A-2, but these of the 17-18th were each

D)

an individual mission, from #323~2-A-1 to #323-Z-A=~5. Two (2) B-25J's
took=off from PIICE, the first at 2045/I, the second later at 2330/I,

in order to harass the Japs at BAROE, CELEBES, throughout the night.

The second sirplane, however, was forced to turn back due to a heavy
front. The first, however, resched the target and dropped twelve (1)

one hundred (100) pound instantaneous demclition bombs on the target

from ten thousand-five hundred (10,500) feet, with uncbserved results.
Slight, insccurate, heavy ack-ack wes received from near BIG TOBEA Is-
land and near BABARANO Village, where two (2) small fires were seen.

4 third plane tock off gt midnight to atlack and heckle BUAYAN Airdrame
in Southern MINDANAO fram 0312/I to 0353/I. Twice this plane circled

to locate the Airdrome, making its first run fram South to North over the
;‘ 6 - dispersal area drppping tulve ](12) one hmd.reﬂ .Q.QO) pﬂmmmﬁm- .
' ous Mﬂw ‘borbs, =2 msﬁfnﬁd mmw W ninutes larhor_ 8
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Throughout the month of November the 405th Squadron and its parent
organization, the 38th Bomb Group (M), were stationed at MOROTAI, and
were attached to the 13th Air Force of GUADALCANAL fame. This attach-
ment tended to maske us almost a bastard organization, as we were too
far from V Bomber Command to receive their direct attention, while 13th
Air Force was naturally more concerned with their own units. We did,
however, receive excellent cooperation from the 13th and were highly
camended by Kajor General STREET for our outstanding ORMOC BAY Strike
of the 10th, pictures of which , as with others of our missions, were
printed in the 13th Air Force Intelligence Summary. Two rela-tively
unusual types of missions were engaged in this month, the medium alti-
tude bombing mission and the night heckle mission. The latter type
mission was greatly respomsible for the dropping of the morale of the
combat crews to LOW. The airplanes; all B-25J's, are not equipped
with night navigatlion aids, and the msjority of the pilots have not
bad any instrument time for meny months. Furthermore, these night mis=-
sions disrupted the routine of life and caused loss of many hours of sl=
eep, both for combat men and the ground maintenance echelon. This cou=
pled with the poor food throughout the month forced the morale of the

ground men to drop to GOOD.

The honorable sons of NIPPON mede themselves quite evident, with hardly
a night going by without a visitetion of at least one or two airplanes.
~ Although they caused scme damage to the airdromes with their bombs,
luckily the Green Dragons were injured. One ground man, Sergeant LOUIS
KRAUS, of Liberty, New York, was slightly injured by falling fragments
of ack-ack and has been reccumended for the award of the Purple Heart.

~43 -
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luch excitement was caused whem a "Nick", having been mortally wounded

by our fire, crash dived into several planes of the 71st Squadromn, cau-
sing much devastation. later a bomb was dropped on the Group mess hall
destroying half of it, but causing no other damages or injury.

Life within the Squadron was routine, as at last the srea had been com='
pleted, and everyone had settled down to the important business of crush-
ing the Japs. The Coca-Cols machine was working, intermittently at
least, while the Post Exchange was stocked with most of the staples snd
a few candies, cookies, ete. Eeer was issued at the rate of sbout ten
bottlee or cans per man for the month, as well as one large hottle of
Australian beer purchased from the Squadron Fund. Food, however, was
miserable, with an absolute minimm of fresh fruits, vegetables, and
meat., Ereadcwas received very seldom, and there was not even emough
sugar to sweelen the coffee. Thanksgiving day, however, an excellent
meal of turkey and all the "fixin's" was served, and the mess hall was
tastefully decorated by Corporal BOCCIA, Squadron painter, and Lieuten-
ant FEID, mese officer as well as idjutant, with white cloths on the
table, gliitering candles, and garlands of greenery. GCenerally speaking
other than this meal, the food was the poorest in months, not due to
poor cocking or preparation, but the lack of decent supplies from the
Quartermaster. A crash boat recently acquired by the Group was used

one dsy each week for taking seversl mem of the Squadrom on a fishing
trip about MCROTAI. As uwsual, proximity to the beach was conducive to
deily swims followed by showers at the Group shower located nearby.

In the Squadron areas a large building was prepared as a Day Room with
tables, chairs, and numerous games. In the same building the Squadron

A
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ECRE
Library with its thousand volumes wes set up by Sergeant KRAUS.

Rumors were not too evident = constant work gave little time for such
lwiuries of laxity and idleness. Most prominent were those of the na-
ture that the Japanese had broken through the perimeter and killed so
many men in such and such an ares. This type of rumor was true in

one instance, and the true facts were given quickly to all, as the S-2
office maintains close liaison with G-2, 3lst Division, to emable that
an accurate report of the local ground situation be obtained daily and
and posted. Likewise 5-2 kept its bulletin boards posted daily with
the latest nmews, Of course, there are the usual rumors as to the loca-
tion of our next move. These are all pure guess work, and everyone

has a different place in mind.

Radlo TOKYO has been quite active since the invesion of the PHILIPPINES ‘
and since the radio station al MOROTAI stopped transmitting during the

month, Radio TOKYO has had an increased number of lis'tenera.l

1. &See lMonthly Intelligence Summary, 20 November, 1944
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1. UNorning Report of 405th Bomb Squadron (K), 1-30 November 1944
2. FEAF Abbreviated Weekly Statistical Health Reports, 3, 10, 17
23 November 194/ and 1 December 1944.

3. Form #110 - Daily Adreraft Status Report, 1 and 30 November 1944
4» Form #111 - Nonthly Aireraft Status Heport, 30 November 1944

5. Weekly Combat Training Report ~ 10, 20, and 30 November 1944

6. lonthly Swmary of Squadron Operations, 30 November 1944

7. lNonthly Summary of Squadron Missions, 30 November 1944

8. Field Fragmentation Orders (Flight Field Orders) 1-30 Novem. 1944
9. Tinal lission Reports, 1-30 November 1944

10. Narrative Reports of Missicms, 1-30 November, 1944

11, Damage Assessment Plans, 1-30 November, 1944.

12, Forms #34, 1-10-20-30 November, 194/

. 13. MNonthly Intelligence Summery, 20 November 1944.

4. Weekly Awards Reports 5, 12, 19, 26 November 1944 and 3 Decem. 1944
15. Public Relations Questionaires and Fewspaper Stories

16. Combat Evaluation Reports, 3 and 17 November, 1944

17. Persomnnel Attrition Reports, 20 November 1944

18, Repori of Squadron's Maintenance Sections by Capt. R. Fuqua.

. ; SPECIAL AND GENERAL ORDERS:
1. S.D. #131, FEAF, 23 ﬁc‘b. M llo G.0. #2%,%, 4 HG? “

2. 8.0. #232, 38th B.G. (M), 11 Nov 44 12. G.0. #214,FEAF,2, Sept 44
3. 8.0. #234, 38th B.G. (M), 23 Nov 44 13. G.0. #276,FEAF,28 Oct 4/

4 S5.0. #32,, VBC, 19 Nov 4L 1. G.0. #157,FE4F,2]1 Aug 44
5. 5.0. #300, USAFFE, 29 Oct 44 15. G.0. §217,FEAF, 2, Sept 44
6. 8.0. #278, USAFFE, 7 Oct 44 16, G.0. #226,FEAF,2/, Sept 44
7. 8.0. #288, USAFFE, 17 Oct 44 17. G.0. #236,FELF, 5 Oct 44
.' 8. 5.0. #292, USAFFE, 21 Oct 44 18. G.0. #138,FEAF,16 Aug 44

9. 8.0. #225, 38th B.G. (W), 1 Nov 44 19. 8.0, #34, VBC, 27 Sepb 44
10. G,0. #6, 38th B.G. (M), 9 Nov 44

PERSONAL OBSERVATION

OPERATIONAL PHOTOGRAPES OF ALL MISSIONS - Charts, Target Photos,
Target Informetion and Situation Reports in the S=2 Office.

CONVERSATIONS WITH:
Najor EDWARD J. MAURER, Commanding C?p « WALTER A THOMAS, Intelligence
0

Ist It. HAROLD FELD, Adjutant W/0 VENNIE NIKITAS, T/Sup. Officer
. lst Lt. HOBART C. MILLER, Armement lst Lt. JAKES SHROUT, Engineering
¥/5gt. ALBERT MACHAJEWSKI, Conmun. T/Sgt. KEWNETH BALMER, Operstions

lst Sgt. MAHLON C. KERN, lst Sgt.  Capt. ALVIN MARSHALL, Group S-2
1st Lt. LEWIS CHAMBERLIN, P/Sup. 2nd Lt, LOVEJOY, Group Photo
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