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.have been transferred to the 7lst Bomb Squadron.

- another teste of lead and bombs, The sgquadron encountered fighter protection and the
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WEDNESDAY--November 10, 1943

Because of the irregulerity in which the mission over Alexishafen, New Guinea
was enacted yesterday, our squedron was ordered ageinm to bomb the strip at the same
ta rget. Nine B-250s took off at 0713/L. Fighter escort was effected at Kerema,

New Guinea at en altitude of B000 feet, Fighter escort this time amsisted of P-47s.
One plene returned ba ck to base befare reaching the target due to engine trouble, It
was repleced by the stand-by. At Cusep two plenes turned back due to engine trouble,
The rest of the formation proceeded tow ard their objective. The formation attacked
the target in 3 flights consisting of one flight of four plenes and two flighta of
three planes,. 68 clusters of 3 x 23 1lb. perafrag bombs and 48 x 100 lb, demolition
8-11 second delay bombs were d ropped along the strip end in dumps end revetments,

L5 x 75mm H.E. shells were expended during the run with favorable results. Meny direct
hits were scored as observed by crew members. Light, intemse and accurate 4/A was en-
countered and one gunner was wounded by fragments from the ammunition can. 5 planes
were hit by shrapnel in the fuselage and control surfacese One plene landed at Durand
with its right tire shot oute No interception was encountered during and after the

run, The entire formetion returned back to base and landed at 1235/L.

Ship Nos 704, piloted by Lieut, Slade, and ship No. 871, piloted by Liecut. Renshaw,
tock off toda y for Kiriwina.

THURSDAY--November 11, 1943

The photos of the strikes proved beyond & doubt that the mission was successful.
the target was well hit ard many fires were started, Meny of the photes contained quite
a number of interesting incidents., Camouflaged airplanes: could be clesrly seen on many
of the photos, The combat officers end enlisted men reelly enjoyed studying these photos.

Plane No., 771, piloted by Lieut, Shuck, took off for Brisbane today, while planes
Nos. 861 and 86l, pildted by Lieut, Richardson end Raine respectively, left for Eiriwina,
The mail run was taken over by Lieut., Geiselle,

The following officers received promotions effective this day. From lst Lieut. to
Gap'ba:l.n.. Ee Ve ﬁ.‘i@l‘t; Fram 2nd Lieut. to lst Li.eutu. Rels Allen. TeWe m‘ﬂd-hm.- LeWe
Geissel, L.Bs Braun, Je.de Heamiltons LeHs Nelles,. GsHe Puddy, Ge Selecedoy Slgel.~ CoEe
Swan,. and T.A. Wenstead..

FRIDAY-=November 12, 1943
Corporal Berry and Pe«F.Ce Witcher have been relieved of duty of this squadron end
No missions have been cerried out today. In reference to our pianes, Private Freeto
is: doing a splendid job in peinting the squadron insignis, & panther, on the planes., He
has alresdy completed work on 6 planes and is now spending es much time & s possible on
finishing the remaining planess With this new insignia our planes can be Wery eesily
distinguished from the air.
SATURDAY-=November 13, 1943

We're off again to wipe the Jap off the map. Eight B~-250s took off agein at 0848/L
for the enemy asirdromes and dispersal areas at Alexishafen, New:Guinea to give the Jap

other squedron of bombers over Yule Island, From this point the entire farmation pro-
ceeded to ward their objective, Flight No. #1 hit strip Noe. 1 end flight No. 2 hit strip

No. 2, Flight #1 dropped 28 x 300 lb. 8-11 second delay demolition bombs with all the
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bombs dropping in the terget area, 8 x 75mm shells were expended with a few direct
hits on huts, Flight #2 dropped 28 x 300 lb., 8-11 second delay demolition bombs
with good resuits and expended 17 x 75mm shells in strafing the areas Both flights
also expended 4800 rounds of calbire .50 and 1350 of calibre .30 emmunition in straf-
. ing, Photos were teken but all film was ruined due to cndensation on camere..

There was no interception by enemy planes encountered end the A/A was light,
moderate, heavy end accurste to inaccurate., The only casualty resulting in this
mission was when Sgt. Conzales recéived abrasions on the left cheek from a shrapnell
of A/A. The mission being successful and all bombs dropped in the terget =rea, the
squadron turned beck end heeded far Durand lending there at 1230/L.

SUNDAY.~November 1l, 1943

Qur squadron was scheduled to go to Wewak, New Guinea today but the mission was
cencelled due to the inclement weather prevailing, All fijing officers and men re-
turned back to the squadron,.

MONDAY--November 15, 1943

Another attempt wes mede by our flight to take off and strike at the targets
. at Wewak, New Guines, The flight had a successful tske-off but did not reach the
specified target due to an enemy air-raid over Nadzab, The fighters left the for-
mation to intercept the enemy planes over Cusep, All planes returned back to their
base at Durand,

Plane #867, piloted by lst Lt. Zorich, ard plene #3835, piloted by ¥at LY, Hem-
ilton, left for Kiriwina. The ma il run was handled by Lt. Geissel in plane #8351,

. The following officers have recéived promotions in this sguadron: From 2nd L%,
to 1st Lt., Wels Banks, GeFe Cootey, A.L. Cothan, Frantz, WeE., Ae.l. Marshall, G.C.
Maturi, E.P. Poltrack, D.T.. Renshew, JeDs Raine, J.D, Shuck, J.Re Shulick, R.G. Slade,
WeJ. Sloboda, J.Ae Wieland and R.W. Elliot, These officers worked earmestly since
the activiation of the squadron and in all sincercity deserve the promotion.

TUESDAY-~November 16, 1943

. Another attempt was made by our squadron to take-off for the bombing of the
enemy dromes at Wewak, New Guinea, but they did not leave the ground, Don't blame
it on the combat officers end enlisted men, don't bleme it on the planes, but blame
it on old Mr. weather, he's the one who prevented our planes from ®king off for Wewalk,
Thus the mission wes cencelled and all the officers and men returned back to the
squadron a rea e

Plane #817, piloted by Geissel, and ship #704, piloted by Weiland, took off for
Kiriwina this moraing, The mail run was teken care of by Lieut. Nelles in plane #865.

WEDNESDAYw=November 17, 1943

The flying officers and men gave up the mission of going to Wewak temporarily
and instead took off for & practice mission in which they bombed and strafed the
Moresby wreck.

) The meil run was taken care of by Lieut,. Snulick in plene #874, The mission
h to Ilae, Nedzab and Gusap was only completed 30%. Dapt. Wright accompanied Lieut.
-.‘ Shulick on this mission,.

The recormendation for the eward of the Purple Heart, submitted 1) Nove 1943
to:sSgte-Jordan was received by him today,

Rl = e
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The following enlisted men have already had rest leaves at Mackay, Australia;

BARNES, C.J. JR. MERIWEATHER, J.L.

BELL, RICH4RD, H. MOUNT, A,
BYNUM, JAMES, J, MOYLE, C.h.
CROCKELT, EDMON NEIMAN, N,D.
DCUTRE, ALEX O'MEARA, T.R.
GIFFORD, W.0. PATE, E.L.
JELINAK, M.J. PRESTON, L.W.
JONES, L.W.. PRICE, K.H.
KALK, E.W, RITER, C.H.
KING, G.E. SEIBERT, G.4.
MANTIATIS, J. SULLIVAN, D.J,
MARTIN, C.R. ULMER, F.
VMcERIDE, HLE, WISER, I,L.

ZAGRAPAN, M.C.
The following enlisted men and officers have been reccamended for awerds end decorations:

ctn 23 Oct., 1943, &/Sgt Pizor was recommended for the D.Fele for extraordinary bravery
in warding off enemy fighters from attacking the flight.

on 22 Octe, 1943, 2nd Lt. Habich was recommended for the Purple Heart for wounds received
as a direct result from eserial combat over Alexishafenm, New Guinea.

on 22 Octes 1943y Sgt Lec J. Foy wa s recomuended for the Purple Heart for wounds re-
ceived in aerial combat over Alexishafen, New Guinee.

on 22 Qete, 1943, 2nd Li. L.H.Nellea was recommended for the DeoF.Ce for extraordinary
achievement in seriel flight end in lending his plane safely at lae, NewiGuinesa,

on 30 Octe, 1943, Ceptain W.D. Brendon was recommended for the Silver Star for gallentry
in action in eveding enemy fighters from a ttacking the ship. This award was dissaproved
on 5 Nove, 1913.

¢n 30 Qet., 1943, lst Lt, Z.W. Wright was recommended for the Silver Star for gellantry
in action in werding off enemy fighters, This awerd was dissaproved on 5 Nov., 1943

B2 31 Qct.y 1943,Capt, Wel.. Pavilich was recommended for the Silver Ster for gallentry
in action in bringing to a safe landing in the water with no herm to the crew. This
award wes dissaproved om § Nov., 1943.

¢n 31 Qct., 1943, 1lst Lb, Mowry was rewm mumended for the Silver Ster for gallantry in
action in aiding to bring the plane down safely in the water, This ewerd was dissaproved
on 5 Nov., 1343,

on 1 Nove, 1943, T/Sgt CeDs Amsden was recommended for the Silver Ster for gallantry in
action in fighting off numercus attacks by enemy fighters, This awerd was disseproved on
5 Noves 1943.

¢n 1 Nove, 1943,Capt,. FuHes Darby was reconmeuded for the Air Medal for meritorious achieve-
ment while partlicipating in aeriel flight. Thils awerd is being recommended for Capt. Darby
for the numerous times he flew over enemy terridory.

on 4 Nov., 1943 §/Sgt Pézor wes recommended for the Oek Leaf Cluster for participating
in numerous eerial flights over enemy derritory., This awa rd was dissaproved on 5 Nove,
1943.

on 1) Novey, 1943, Sgt. J«Ps Gonzales was recommended for the Purple Heart for wounds re-
ceived in action over Alexishafen, New Cuinea,

Oon 1 Nov., 1943, Szte Wells Jorda n Jr. was recommended for the Purple Heert for wounds
received in action over Alexishafen, New Guinea,
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THURSDAY--November 18, 1943

A red aslert wes effected today but no enemy phenes appesred. The alert lested
only about 15 minutes.

The courier ship #5812, piloted by Lt. Renshaw, took off todey for Lae, Nedzab
end Cusap, Mission was completed 1007 as orderede Nothing of importance, other than
that mentioned, happendd the remeinder of the daye

Two ships Nos. 874 end 880, piloted by Capt. Pavlich end Lt. Shuck respectively,
took off from Durand Drome for Kiriwina., Lt. Puddy, assistant Intelligemce officer,
also went along on this trip,

SATURDAY--November 20, 1943
Nothing of major importance has happened today,. No ships left the ground.

SUNDAY ~-November 21, 1943

The mail run wes taken care of by Lt. Nelson in ship # 762, Other than this
there is nothing else of importance to relates

MONDAY--November 22, 1943

After a short 1lull in the activities, our sguadron of 12 B-25Gs took off from
Durand Drome at 0925/L for objedtives at Lindenhafen Flantation, Gasmata Area, New
Britain, Our squadrom took pert in a coordinated attack with the other sguadrons of
the 38 Bomb Gpe (M). One plemne, #5877, returned to base due to the malfunctioning of
the electrical wiring system, This plane was replacedbby the standby, plane #762.
220 x 100 1b, 8-11 second delay demolition bombs cut of 240 were dropped in the tar-
get area, This totelled to an awerage of 88.4% which is considered excellent bombing.
Plane #852 returned 16 bombs beck to base due to faulty mechenism, 3845 rounds of
50 cal,, 750 rounds of .30 cale. and 29 rounds of 75mm shells were expsnded during
the strafing run over the target.

The strike was effected with no A/A or interception by enemy eircraft. All planes
returned to base and landed at Durand Drome at 1345/L.

TUESDAY--November 23, 1943

The importent fa cts of evenis during the course of this day are as follows: Lte
Richerdson, pilot in plane #B61, and Lt. Nelson, pilot in plane #B852 tock off from Dur-
and Drome for thg Island of Kiriwina, Corp. Harris made a spectacular rescue of P,F.Ce
Freeto. P.F.C. reeto was thrown off a cleet tmuck driven by a ¥ehicle as it swerved
to get out of the way of an onrushing plane, The sudden swerve of this wvehicle caused
Freeto to lose his balance and be thrown off into the path of the plane, As he lay
the re unconscious, Corp. Harris yushed out and dragged him to safety. Corp. Harris is
being recommended for the Soldier s Medal, The men who left for Meckay, Australia are
due back today or tomorrow. =

WEDNESDAY~~November 24, 1943

The men who left for Mackay, susireslia 11 days ago returned this afternoon, All of
them looked tc be fully rested and ready to start work.

Lt, Shulick end Lt, Renshaw in planes Nos., 874 and 889 respectively took off fram
Durand Drome for the island of Eiriwina, The courier ship was handled by Lt. Slade in
plane Mo, 8350

A
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. #704, piloted by Lte Braun, returned to base due to failure of fuel pump to function,

THURSDAY--November 25, 1943

The strike to the Wewak erea was once more cencelled because of the prevailing in-
clement weether conditions, Well, they'll get there yet. 3

Captaih Wright, intelligencd off'icer, left the sgua dron today for a rest lesve
&t Townesville, Australia. Three planes, the pilots being Geissel, Ceble and Seigel
todk off for Towmesville,

Oour entire squadron marched in formetion down to an open field to be present for
the ceremony of the awards and decorations to flying combast personnel for extraordingry
bravery beyond the ecall of duty, Lt. General Kenney pinned the award on each man,

FRIDAY--November 26, 1943
Nothing of importance to mention today.
SATURDAY--November 27, 1943

After several frustrated attempts to reach the enemy dromes at Wewak, New Guinea,
which was largely due to the prevailing inclement weather conditions, our squadron
finally took off and reached its objective to wipe out the enemy's installations and
to reduce his accumuleted eir strength.

Ten B-25Gs took off at 0830/L from Durend Drame as part of a coordinsted attack
with other squadrons of the 38th Group (M)s The Group rendezvoused at Weruf, lNew Guinea
at an altitude of 5000 feet, and then proceeded on course toward the objective, Plane

This eirplane was replaged by the stand-by. Airplanes were flying nine abreast on run
over the targell, Bomb bursts covered entire target area and long colums of black smoke
mingled with sheets of flame were seen, Planes #5851 and #769, piloted by Lt. Maturd and
Lt. Hemilton respectively, scored each a hit on a Fox Tare Dog with a 75mm shell, Black
smoke was seen to follow in the wake of several explosions. Complete obseevation waa
hampered due to the density of smoke, Huts and important cbjectives around the terget
grea were completely strafed, A total of 136 x 100, 8-11 second deley demolition bembs
were drppped by seven airplanes, This constituded a:bombing a verege of 96,3% which is
excellent bombing, We deeply regret the loss of the entire crew members of plane #889.
The crew members were as follows: 1lst Lieut. WIELAND JR., PILOT, 2nd Lieut, WILSON, 0C=
PILOT, 2nd Lieut, STACK, NAVIGATCR,, Sgte BANKO, RADIO MAN, §/Sgt WOLLENWEBER, GUNNER and
§/sgt SHARPTON, RADIO-GUNNER. This airplane recelved destructive hits by enemy 4/4, snd
on crashing into the sea just off the t$ip of Cape Barem, the entire tail assembly seemed
to tear off. Alrplane bounced off water end maintained flight for one-half to three
quarters of a mile before disintegrating in the sea, Lest seen the plane had its bamb
bay doors open and it is whether it hed or had not dropped the 20 bombs esrried, 20
bembs were salvoed at sea by plane #851, piloted by Lt. Maturi, due to the presence of
another plane directly underneath as boambing run was made,

Intense A/A fire was encountered immedistely after run was mede over the target.
Planes #851 and 835, piloted by Lt. Meturi and Lt, Slade respectively received hits
causing damage. Plene #762, piloted by Lt. Poltrack landed at Nadzab due to hits re-
ceived from A/A. Plane, however, was repaired and flown to base on the following daye
There was no interception during and after the run and all remesining planes headed back
to base and landed at Durand Tweme at 1405/1,

SUNDAY-wNovember 28, 1943.

Qur sguadron was on a one hour zlert today, but no strike followed.

The pictures of the results of the strike at Wewak, New Guinea were received today

and the crew members noted points of interest on them. Other then this there is nothing

else to report,
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MONDAY.November 29, 1943

We received word that Captain Wright, formerly intelligence offieer, has bee
appointed member of the Group Citation Board.

Qur squadron took off from Durand Airdrome for a practice in flying in differemt
formations. They did a good job of it.

Lt. Hebich, wounded over enemy territory a t Alexishafen, New Cuinea, received the
award of the Purple Heert,

TUESDAY--November 30, 1943

We have received an additicnel crew of combat men. They are as follows: P-Harvey,
Ee Wey (P-Jackowski, WeWa, N-Lotz, We, R-McClean, Re., G=-Basha, G.s E- Haenel, H.E.
These men arrived about two weeks ago, but no mention was made of the fact at that time,

WEDNESDAY w=Bocember "ﬁ 1943

Our squadiron was on & one hour alert in the morning and ona 2 hour alert in the
afternoon., Although the combat men waited to go on a strike, nothing happened and no
strike was effected.

In the evening we were furnished with wome entertaimment which consisted of the
New Guinea Merry-go-round band., During the interval, Sgt Reed, performed some of his
quicker than the eye megical tricks,

THURSDAY--December 2, 1943

The enemy newer knows just where we will s trike again. He not only worries but also
feers our attacks. We strike at tergets of opportunity end strike hard.

Six B-25G type eifplanes took off from Durand Airdrome &t 0830/1L for the enemy target
at Borgen Pay, New Britain. This strike was coordineted with other squadrons of the 38th
Bomb Gp (M)a Rendezvous was effected at Cape Ward Hunt with P=38s as fighter cover., Frem
this point formations flew in three plane elements towerds their objective. The
was divided into two flights, Flight "A" and Flight *B*, A total of }2 x 300 1b. 8-11
second delay demolition bombs were dropped on the target. Photes showed all bombs to drop
in target area, Nothing in the way of installations or existence of life could be seen in
the target area. 96 x 75mm shells, 2795 x cal. 50 and 500 x cal. 30 shells were expended
ingrafing the target. There was neither interception or A/A fire, Sguadron cleared the
terget area at 1119/L and assumed formation of three plane elements on return to base,

All plenes lended at Durend Drome at 1310/L.

In the evening our Adjutant, Lt. Swan, and commanding officer, Major Legg, gave the
entire squedron a talk about the gemeral behavior.of the men,

FRIDAY.-December 3, 1943.

In looking over the events of today's happenings, there is nothing of importance
to report. Things of a general nature were largely confined to the squadron area,
Combat men reriewed the pictures of previous strikes md studied items of interest
aveilable in the intelligence,
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r SATURDAYwwDecember L, 1943. ‘

Six B-25G type airplanes took off from Durand Airdrome to bomb targets at Rein
Bay, Northwest New Britain Island, but were unable to reach the target because of the
weather, All planes returned to their base,

One ship, #769, piloted by lst Lt, Hamilton, left Durand Airdrome for Brisbane,
Australie, With him went men who hed to go down for special reasons,

'..

SUBDAY--December 5, 1943

Everything went on as usual today with no strikes effected. Our courier ship
completed a 100% mission to Nadzab, Lae and Guseps

MONDAY-<December 6, 1943,

It seems that the flying officers and combat men aere acquiring their missions
quite rapidly. Undoubtedly the enemy doesn't like the 75mm shells which our yellow
painted phither ships hurl at them with certain destruction.

Six B-25G type airplanes tock off fram Durand Alrdrame at 0820/L for Borgen Bay

Area, New Britain as part of a coordinated bombing and strafing sttack by squadrons

. of the 38th Group (M). Fighter escort was effected with P-47s over the Gona Wreck,
New Guipea at 1000/L. Formation, flying in three and four plane elements, then pro-
ceeded towards the target. Airplene #862, piloted by Poltrack, left the formation
At Oona Wreck due to engine trouble. Also plane #5867, piloted by Lt. Remshaw, falled
to tekh off after sustaining damege to left wing tip when taxiting to line on Durand
Drome. :

Approach to the target was mede in two flights, Flight "A" and Flight "B*.
. Flight "A" dropped 12 x 3001b, 8-11 second delay demolition bombs and 9 x 300 6
hour delay démolition bombs. Flight "BE" dropped 8 x 3001b. 8-11 second delay
demolition bombs and 6 x J001lbs & hour delay demolition bombs on target. Obser-
vation of bomb results were not totally obscured. 55 x 75mm: shells were expended
during strafing. Also 410 x cal. +30 and 3810 cal. +50 were expended during the
strafing run over the target. The bombing was considered as excellent with bombs
falling in terge¥® areas There was no interception and only moderate light inaccurate
m/g fire. There were no other A/A sightings. Squadron cleared target area at 1112/L
. circlod/lo-lz miles north of Borgen Bay end proceeded homewsrd. Landing was made
at 1255/L.

TUESDAY--December 7, 1943

Another strike was effected today, this time the target being Kokopo Villsge and
Mission, New Britain, Seven B=25G type airplanes left Durand drame for this terget
at 0800/L. Our squadron led the formastions to the target. Fighter escort with P-38
fightes was effected over the Goma Wreck, New Ghinea at 0915/L. From here formation
procesded to the tsrget, A total of 12 x 300 6 hour delay demolition bombs were dropped
on the target, 4lso a total of 30 x 300 8-11 second delay demolition bombs weee dropped
on the target., Bombing was considered excellent. 105 x 75mm shells, 930 x cal., .30 and
5735 x cal. .50 shells were expended during strafing run over the target. Airplane 877
piloted by Lt Zorich, salwoed 7 x 3001b. demolition bombs on an islend one mile northe
east of Silimeti point due to failure of the mlease mechanism over the target,
Crews reported slight m/g fire from undetermined positions, Ther was no ilterception.
Squadron cleared the area a% 1022/1, proceeded toward bese and landed at 1220/Le

i i ik il R
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WEDNESDAY~=Decembdr 8, 1943

Lets see, what happensd todey. Well, in looking over the wvents of today, there ias
really nothing important to report. No strike was effected today and everything about
. the squadron area went on smoothly,

THURSDAY--December 9, 1943

Tt seems that Borgen Bay is the center of attraction at this time, Undoubtedly the
crews are so familier with this enemy target that briefing is not necessary. But briefing
helps to refresh their memory and enables them to perform a much better job.

Six B-25Gs took off from Durand Airdrome at 0845/L for the enemy target at Borgen Bay,
New Britain Island as part of & coordinated bombing and strefing attack with other squadrons
of the 38th Group (M)« This Group was alsc joimed by the 345th Bombardment Group (M).
Formation proceeded over the Owen Stanley Mountain renge where rendezvous was effected with
PeA7 fighters &t an altitude of 8000 feet at 1015/L. From thisiplece formation roared om
towerds their objective in elements of three and four planes ea Standby airplane, #5877,
piloted by lst Lt. Poltrack, deweloped engine trouble at rendezvous point and returned to
base at 1100/L. |

. Approech to the terget was made in two flights--namely "A" Flight and "B® Flight.
A total of 30 x 3001b. 8-11 second delay demolition bombs and 12 x 300 6 hour deley demo-
lition bombs were dropped on the target. Results were generally unobserved. All bombs
were dropped from an altitude of 200 feet. One crew observed a bomb bursting near a pill-
box. Bombing was considered as excellent. 64 x 75mm shells were fired into the target
area with hits on & mmber of grass huts. Entire area was strafed with a total of 4750
x cals +50 and 1020 x cal. 30 rounds /G ammunition. No A/A was reported nor was there
eny interception. The squadron cleared the target area at 1117/L, reformed in formations
. of three plane elements end headed back toward base, Landing was mede at Durand Drome at

1315/L.
FRIDAY==December 10, 1943

Borgen Bay finally received a rest today. @ur strike to this asres on New Britain
Island was cancelled dus to unfavorable westher conditions,

. The insignia on the nose of our plemes is being slightly altered. Imstead of having
& smooth edge at the neck point of the pahther, Pfe. Freeto is now making the neck with
jagged, tooth-like edgess This gives the panther much more originality.

SATURDAY«wDecember 11, 1943

Well, it locks like Borgen Bay recéived only one days rest, It received anothsr
terrific pounding today by our squadron., Whetever Japenese are there, no doubt they are
in permanent hiding,.

Seven B-25Gs took off from Durand Airdrome, New Guinea at 0950/L for the enemy target
at Borgen Bay, New Britein Island once egain., This attack wes coordinated with other
sguadrons of the 38th Bombardment Group (M). This squadron flew over the Owen Stanley
Mountain range to rendezvous with Pp4y7 fighter cover at an altitude of 5000 feet at 1100/L.
over the Cona Wreck, New Cuinea, From this point formation proceeded directly towards the
target area in elements of three end four planes each, Approach to the target was made at

., 1205/L in two flights. Flight "A", comisting of three airplenes, end Flight "B*, consisting
' of four planes made & bombing and strafing ettack along the south shore of Borgen Bay.
45 x 300 1b. 8-11 second delay demolition bombs and 6 hour delay demolition bombs were dropp
an Wooded Hill, elong beach and on Terget Hill., All bombs were dropped from an altitude of

200 feet, Assesament of damage caused by the bombs could not be determined because of the
delaying a ction., Fomr bombs were salvoed sefely at sea by airplane #880, piloted by Capt.

VMowry, due to failure of release mechanism while over the target. 9 x T5mm hits were seen
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‘to mlé'li on sohthside near the top of Terget Hill, Demege as a result of these hits

was unobserved, 57 x 75mm shells were fired into target arem with results generally un-
obseryed, Terget was strafed with 5500 x cal. .50 and 900 x cal, .30 rounds of m/g
ammunition with unobserved resnlts, Bombins was emcellemt, There was no A/A reported
nor was ther any interception by ememy aircraft. (ne crew member reported seedéig 3 or 4
men clinging to a log. 4lso was reported by one crew member 2 flashes ppasibly mirror
flashes from the southside of Wooded Hill, Squadron cleared target area at 1208/L, flew
north and reformed into group formatiof of individual squadrons of 3 and /i plene elements,
Squadron landed at Durand Drome at 1445/l.

SUNDAY-December 12, 1943

Word was received by this office that 3/Sgt George Pizor has had the award for Oak
Leaf Cluster approved. This award was given in view of the fact thet he partieipated
in 25 missions overe enemy territory,.

Lt Frantz hes returned from the hospital where he remained for some time. We are
glad to have him rejoin us,

MONDAY-~December 13, 1943

Qur attention has been diverted from Borgen Bay and now our eyes are turned upon
Lindenhafen Plantation, New Britain Islend. Before the departure for this enemy tar-
get, the crews review photos, study the terrain, observe carefully enemy installa tions
and other objectives. Finally after a brief leéture on this particular target the crews
are ready to plaster it to the ground,

Seven B-25Gs took off from Durend Airdrome, New Guines for Lindenhafen Plentation
near Gasmata, New Britain Islend, This sguadron took pert in & co-ordinated bombing
and strafing atteck with other squadrons of the 38th Bomberdment Group (M) and the 34Sth
Bambardment Group (M)e. As everything proceeded satisfactorily, Standby airplane #864
returned to base end landed at 1255/L. This was 2 hours and 16 minutes after this air-
plane tock off with the formation,

Approach to the target was made at 1320/L. The formetion was divided into two
flights, Flight "A* and Flight "B", Flight "A* dropped 2 x J00# 8-11 second delay
demolition bombs with results unobserved. 12 bombs were dropped im trains from
mouth of Lulua River through suspected dumps end railroed in center of plantation,
411 bombs fell in the target area. Plane #B835, piloted by Lt. Slede, salvoed seven
bombs safe at ses due to mechenical feilure of racks. "B* flight dropbed 20 x 300%
8-11 second delay demolition bombs into the target area, Bombing was considered as
excellent, 72 x 75mm shells were fired into the target area with good results,

The target area was strafed with 2700 rounds of cal. 50 and 1000 rounds of cal, .30
emmunition. During and after the run there was neither interception or A/A.
The squadron cleered the target area at 1323/L and returned to base landing at 1510/L.

mm—-mcmbu' lll.' 19:![3-

Our eyes are still centered around the tergets in the Gasmata Area, New Britain
Island. Leaving Lindenhafen Plantation for a reat, we turned our eyes to the Arawe
Islands near Gasmata.

Seven B-250s of this squadron took off from Durand Airdrome at 0730/L for assigned
targets at the Arewe Area, New Britein Island. Our squaedron was joined by the other
squadrons of the 38th Group and the 345th Bomb Group (M). Standby airplane left for-
mation at Cape Ward Funt and landed at base at 0930/L.

Ran on terget was mede at 1002/L. 32 x 300# 8-11 second delay demolition bombs

;I;ngpped ogr.l.the north half of Pilelo Island which resulted in explosions with un-
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Qur squadron wad divided into two flights, Flight "A* end Flight "B". Photographs show

: numerous bomb bursts in target area and several netive huts destroyveds 133 x 75mm shells
were expended on Kumbun, Arawe, and Pilelo lslands with good hits, All targets were also
thouroughly strefed with 6550 rounds of cal. 450 and 1875 rounds of csl, ,30 ammunition,

s . Throughout the attack there was no A/A or any interception encountered, Flight *B* sighted

; en unidentified olive drab T/E sirplane flying from Pilelo Island, They were not positive
in their identification of this eirplene as a Betty., No enemy activity wes seen in the
terget area, Squadron elso dropped propagenda leaflets on return flight.
Squadron cleared the target erea at 1010/L and was unable to reform into & two plane ele-
ments due to the inability of the flight to locate each other. Lending at Durand Drome
was made at 1155/L. This mission wes successful inasmuch as its specifie purpose was:
carried out, bing of this target was excellent.

WEDNESDAY--December 15, 1943.

Nothing of importence to report today. No missions were carried out, Photos of
yesterdeys mission were received showing the results of the bombing,.

THURSDAY-~Decemoer 16, 1943.

One courier ship to Lae, Gusap and Nadzab compdeted 1004 mission., There were no

. sightings. The strike to Cape Gloueester was cancelled todey due to inclement weather
conditions,

In warming up the motors of one B=-25G airplene at Durend Airdrome, the break snaped,
causing the airplane to lunged ahead and crash into another marked aireraft. Damage to
both ariplenes wes rather grest, but they are not beyond repair,

FRIDAY--December 17, 1943

‘ Our squadron egain took off for Cape Gloucester but squadron did not attack primary
or decondary tergets because of the weather, All planes retuned to base,

SATURDAY--December 18, 1943

No strike todays. Ground activity proceeding as ususl, The ground members of this
squadron have gained much experience since the inaugsration of the outfitl

. SUNDAY-=Decemberl 19, 1943,

No strike on record for this day. Two ships took off for Townesville, Australia,
Ground activity normal,

MONDAY=-December 20, 1943,

Eight B-25Gs carried out a mission to Alexishafen, New Guines,  Plane #571 returned
%o base due to broken oil line end failure of turret guns to fire, Both air strips at
this target were attacked simultaneously end well covered with bomb bursts. Al though
many of the bomb bursts were uncbserved, nevertheless the strike wes successful. After
completion of the assigned terget, all plenes returned to base snd landed at 1330/L«

Ground activities as usual, A much better built and equipped PX hes been set up
near the administrative building, Corporal Peste has been placed in cherge of this P,.S,
Of course he elways has one or two of bis buddies to help him sell the merchandi se,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

TUESDAY-~December 2L, 1943, P R

Another strike was cerried out to Medang, New Cuinea, Seven B-25Gs participated in
this strike. Terget was hit with much succesa, 4ll planes returned fo base and landed
at 1040/L. £

Ground sctivities are still normal, MNorale of the squadron is very goods

= R

WEDNESDAY--December 22, 19,3,

Two planes toock off for a wemther mission . Mission wes carried out as essigned.
gne ship also took off for Kiriwina,

THURSDAY--December 23, 1943.

Ten B-25@s participated in an attack on the Wewak, New Cuinea airdromes, With the
exception of cne plane of *C" Flight, all planes reached the assigned target areas,
Tergets were well covered with bomb bursts and mission was considered as excellent,

Tsuedl ground activity during the entire day.
I . FRm&Y--December 2‘}. 19’.}30

Another mission was cerried out tc New Britein Islend with & barge sweep along
North coast, Cape Reoult to Silimeti Point, Six B-25Gs participated in thés strike,
Bombs were well placed in essigned target @reas and bombing was considered as escellent,
All plenes returned to base, i

pne airplene took off for Horn Island., £hristmas Eve was merked by Mid-Night Mess
winich wes very well attended, Ground activity wes as usual,

SATURDAY--December 25, 1943. -

| Todey, Christmas Day, ten B-25G8 took pert in an attack on Cape Gloucester, New '
= Britein Island. Due to a misunderstending of orders, standby plene accompanied flight

to the target. Formetion met fighter cover over the terget. During and after run over

the target no interception by enemy eircraft was encountercds All bombs were well placed

in the terget area and agzain bombing by this squedron was considered as emcellents

After clearing this sevgets;msgedron resumed formetion end proceeded towerd bese. Landing

! was mede at 1240/L.

on this dey ground ectivity was &s usuel., The Christmas dinner was elegant with
chicken, mashed potatoes, cremberry sauce, cake and etc., Christmss supper cnsisted of
the mervalous dish called "bully beef", Extremely heavy rain a2t night drove most of '
the crowd away from the progrem of Christmes cerols and motion pictures., The group on
\ furlough to Mackay, Australia returned to the squadron. They could only dream of the
L good time spent there,

SUNDAY.-December 26, 1943+

our missions have been guite regular letely, this one being to Cape Gloucester sgain
to support our ground troops edvancing on that territory. 10 3-25Gs took pert in this
strike, Airplane 880 developed enzine trouble over the target, After rumning poorly
for approximetely 15 minutes, the left engine finelly cessed operating completely,
Emergency landing by this airplane was mede at Finschhafen, New Guinea, Plene jB71 sel-
voed 1 x 1000 1b, bomb at sea due to rack failure while over the targé. MNost of the bemb

bursts were generally unobserved, Remsining plenes lended at base et 1240/L.
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_ dnnouncement was made that the ship carrying 1300 Christmas packages, destined for
tiis area was sunk by enemy action. This is & pretiy rough deal for a lot of boyse

me—-ﬂecembﬁr 27. 19}.‘30

Lts Mershall, assistant Intelligence officer, left for Sydney, Australis today on
a furlough,

We welcome the arrivel of two new erews into this squadron. They ere as follows:

mmY—-Decmber 28' 19&3.

T Z-25Gs again took part in another strike which consisted of & berge sweep from
Saidor to Reiss Point along the New Guinea coagiline, 4Although no fighters to accompany
the flight to the target were seen airborne at rendezvous point, nevertheless the flight
continued on its way, One airplane developed engine trouble shortly after tekeoff, but
it was replaced by the standby & rplane, Results of bo mbing were gemsrally unobserved,
tut bombing was considered excellents The flight encountered neither interception or
4/A, A1l plenes returned safeley to base and landed at 1035/L.

No arpreciable change in the activities of the ground personnel, Activity is acemal.

WEDNESDsYw-December 29, 1943.

These strikes are caoming guite regulerly for the crew membérs of this squadron,.
A% any rate this squadron is pleying its major role in bringing the enemy into final
subjugation. 7 Be25Gs took off agein this morning for & mission %o Borgen Bay Area,
New Britein in di rect support of our forces engaged there in establishing a beachhead.
Target was well covered with & pattern of bombs falling in the assigned areas The area
was also thoroughly strafed with eal, .50 and csal, .30 ammunition. Bombing of this
area was considered excellent, The flight was neither intercepted by enemy airecreft
nor did they experience any A/Ae A4ll planes returned to bese and landed at 1150/L.

Other highlights of today are as follows: Courier ship to lae, Nedzab, Gusap and
Finschliafen, 5/Sgt Sulliven, & member of the intelligence section, took a hop to

Dobodura in plene piloted by Lt. Poltracks Lt. Voith, navigator, flew his fiftieth mis-
sion today.

THEURSDAY~-December 30, 1943.

7 B-25Gs once again took off from Durand 4irdrome, New Guinea for Nembariwa River,.
East of Sio, in search of barges, 60% of the totel bombs fell in the assigned areas,
During end after the run no interception or A4/A was encountereds 411 plenes returned
to base and lended &t 1040/L.

FRIDAY--December 31, 1943.

One mission efter another in wh ich our plenes go out and strike the enemy hard,
Today the mission was to Bogedjim Plantation and villiage in which 7 B-25Gs took pert.
Target end viecinity were bombed with & heavy concentration of bombs. The Area was also
thouroughly strafed with both cal, .50 and cal, 30 ammmition, Bombing was excellent,

Light, slight and ineccurate n/g fire was enountered, Xo interception was encountered
by flight. All plenes cleared target arse end returned to base lending at 1125/L.

Goound ectivity as usual,
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FRIDAYg=December 31, 1943--Cortinued.

New Years was given a wild reception with 4/4, flares, and even Tommy guns taking
part in khe nSisy welcome, i

SATURDAY--Janusty=1, 194}

Well, here goes. It locks like we start the New Year off with another strike at the
enemy, Saldor, New Guinea was the chosen tsrget for the New Year day. This was our way

of telling the Japenese "Happy New Yeer", MNay they have meny more Heys throughout the
New Year like this one,

6 B-25Gs participated in this New Yeer's Day strike. Terget wes well covered with
& huge pattern of bombs with most results uncbserved due to smoke and dust made by the
bomb bursts. Entire target area was elso thomoughly strafed. Bombing of this target wes
excellent. Only slight, light end inaccurate m/g fire was encountered with no apparent
demege to any of the planes. No interception by enemy pdanes wes attempted., FPlanes
cleared terget and landed sefely at base &t 1150/L.

The day was spent as any other ordinary day with no celebrations, A special New
Years Dey dinner was prepered with the main dish consisting of stew (a slight variation
of "bully-beef"). .

SUND&Y = JTanuary 2, 1944,

Yes its happened; a day of rest, a day of relief, After = busy week with missions
everyday, the crews were given a rest today., MNost of the crews end personnel spent the
dey resting after working like bees the whole week, The boys returned from Meckay, rest
lesve ares, with most of them looking as though they needed & rest leave. No doubt they
get more rest here at the squedron then at Meckay,

HONDAYw=Januery 3, 19/k.

The crews rest again today. No strike, Ground sctivity normasl, No excitement, :
TUESDAY -~ January L, 194},

Maybe its a little vacetion, but it won't last very long. Two days rest is guite
enough, Usuel activity eround the aree, Anywey no strike today, no excitement,

my—--sﬁnﬁrﬂry 5. 19%'

Iere we go &gein back to the ususl routine with a strike added to the day's work.
7 B=-25Cs made & sirike upon the bivousc area st Kiari, New Cuinea, Area wes well covered
with bombs, Two airplanes did not reach the terget due to failure in drawing up plane's
wheels and engine trouble in the other plene., (ne of these planes was replaced by the
standby plane, Flight encountered neither A/A or interception. 4ll returned to base em
lended at 1058/L. . ;

Ground sctivity proceeded norm ally.
THURSDAY--Januery 5, 1944,
The following perscnnell left this morning et 5:30 for the goed old TU.S.A.

M/cgt DAVID M, CAPANOLI -a- 17021368
T/Sgt HARRY Do MARTIN  —-- 15062546

T/set JACOB W. GOPP sam 6991347
S7sgt RAYMOND C. PROSSER, JR« -- 33078682
S/sgt CLYDE H. TOWERY  --. 14054129
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= FRIDAY--January 7, 194k, s

A quidt day., No strike was carried out. No excitement sround the grounds.
‘ SA'I'EBD&Y—-J'anum 8. 19‘.[1}. ==

7 B-250s were ordered to strike at A/A emplacements and dumps &% Uligen Harbor,
New Cuinea todey. This strike cost us the entire crew of one B=25G. While making his
run over the terget, lst Bfe Lec Bs Breun' s plame received a direct hit from A/A fire
in the right engine which burst into flemes, 1st Lt, Braun kept the bomber under con=
trol and mede every effort to complete the bombing run but by this time the plane was
completely aflame, He lowered the nose of the plane, passed underneath the remeining
two planes, and crashed into a large group of buildings surrounding Uligan Mission,
The plane skidded through the sree setting meny houses afleme end finally came to rest
300 yerds Northwest of the Mission, The crew of this plzne mre as follows:
Pilot==l1st Lt. Leo B, Braun, co-pilot--2nd Lt. Bloxan, Navigator--2nd Lt, N. Hockensmith,
radio men--5/Sgt Re Streuser, Cunner--5/Sgt Wenemsker, E,G.--S/Sgt Sayers, ‘Another plane
was also hit by 4/4 on the top turret which blew the top off and injured the gmmer,

*The entire srea was well covered with & pattern of bombs, Bombing wes considered
excellent, The area was also strafed with cal. .50 and cal, .30 ammunition and 75mm
cannon shells, The 4/A4 fire wes moderete, heavy, accurcte to inaccurste. There was no

' intergeption by enemy planes., After cleering terget, remaining plenes returned to base
and lended at 1158/L.

SINDAY. - Januery 9, 19l)e
Another new crew joined our squadron. The men ere as follows:

F -- 2nd Lte LUX, LELAD PETER, =~ 0742743

. CP == 2nd Lte CHATWIN, 4ALDEN JR. == 0-675036
N -- 2nd Lte McDONALD, EARL J+ ~a 0741210

RG ~- g5/ggt SHABOWSEL, TED P, == 35370254

G -- Sgt DORI&, JOHN JOSEPH .-~ 12137147

EG -~ gt EILLICN, ZENRY p, === 20124148

Strike by 6 B-250¢ end 1 B-250-1 sgainst A/A positions and supplies et Frimehafen
Plantetion, ”ogadjim. New Cuinea. Mlasion wes considered es excellent with well placed
‘ bombs. The A/A wes moderate, accurate to imeccurete. Area was well strafed, B-25G=1
is armed with 8 cal, .50 fixed, forward firing m/gs ip lieu of the 75mn. cannon and
cal, .50 mfgs, INo interception was encountered. Formation cleared the terget and re-
turned to base landing at 1555/L.

Usuel ground activity. 1st Lt. Joseph F, Meyers is mow attached to this squedroms
LONDAY < Jenurery 10, 194,

We strike here, there eand everywhere, Today ii was a barge sweep along Ral Coast
from Bogedjim to Herwath Point., 7 B-25#s took part in this attack. 4ll bombs fell in

| terget area. Area was also thoroughly strefed. All planes cleared the target and re-
turned safely to bese landing at 1250/L. '

|
\'y Usuel ground ectivity. Cpl. Anderson returnsd from his furlough at Sydney, Australia,
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TUESDAY.-January 11, 1944,
D The eremy must be bomb-happy from all these strikes cerried ocut deaily by out sguadron,
iy 5 B-250¢ end 2 B-25G-1 struck at A/A positions, supplies and barges at Uligan Harbor, New

: . Guinea., Misesion wes carried out successfully with bombs bursiing in assigned terget sreas.
A goed number of barges were totally destroyed. irea was thoroughly strafed, There was
no interception but the A/A fire wes moderate, accurete to insccurete. Three airplanes
were slightly demeged by shell fragments which hit in the tail secticms of each. One
airplene was hit in the right windshield by 7.7 fire crecking the glass but not entering
the cockpit. Formation cleered the terget and returned to bese landing at 1135/L.

Pfc, Donal Graves commenced work in the Operstions Office, He formally worked in -
the orderly roam, Routine around grounds &s usual,

IWY--J&“&IF 12' 19111‘-.
Business as usual, Ice cream, & specialty, for lunch,
THURSDAY--January 13, 1944.

Seme as yesterdey, Routine normsl, T/Sgt Amsden, 15082249, end 3/Sgt Morgen, 1901976d
. departed for the Tnited States.

FRIDAY--Jenuery 1lh, 1944.
No excitement, Cround personnel doing their bit,
SATURDAY-~Janusry 15, 1944.
. Well, it loocks like = missionless week, And so the work goes on &s usual,
SUNDAY-~January 16, 1944,
No epprecieble chenges, Its & good rest for the cambat crews.
VONDAY- -Jenuary 17, 194k

. A novelty today. The event of the evening --- gaela cpening of Officer's (lub. (the
activity as usual, '

TUESDAY-- January 18, 194l.

Here we go again striking at the ememy. 7 B-25Gs struck at the Faria River erea
in support of our gound forces. Mission successful, Bombing excellent. Area well strafed,
Ne interception or A/A fire. All pleanes returned to base and landed atl055/La
WEDNESDAYwedgnuary 19, 194/,

7 B=25@elstruck egain at the seme target, Faria River ifea,. Again mission was suc-
cesaful, After mission, 7th Australian Div. wired that both strikes hed been carried out
bridliantly and were considered excellent.

THURSDAY-eJenuery 20, 194,

. 9 Be=250-ls atruck eg ein at the seme target as yesterday, Mission sgain successful,
§ bombs were &ll well droppeds 411 planes returned to base successfullye.

FRIDAYewJanuery 21, 1944,

A quiet dey today., No strikes eerried cut, Major Legg, Captain Derby, Ceptain Towne
left for the United States today, Lt. Gelssel was made Operations (fficer temporarily.
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Iieutenants Reine and Renshaw left on & trip to Towneaville for transition.

SATURDAY.Januery 22, 1944. _
a1
Lt. Yeyers, Lt. Chatwin, §/Sgt Shabowski, radio-gunner and &;’s;tf ﬁcrew-chief. are
missing from a routine flight of one airplane to Dobodura . This airplane was piloted by
Captain David Bryent, Commending Officer of the 822nd Bombardment Squadron (M), Other
passengers were Lt. Stewert, Intelligence Officer of the 822nd Bomberdment Squadron (M),
Lt. Coodwin,, Squedron executive officer also of the 822nd bamb sg. The personnel aboard
the B-25G toteled 12 officers end men, No trace of the missing plane has been found.

SUNDAY-=January 23, 1944. |

Search for the missing eirplene began with four airplanes a long mssigned areas alofig
the coast mede & thomough search, Emergency landing fields enroute o Dobodura were also
checked, One plane continued search with no re=ults, Only evidence of missing eirplane is
the explosion heard by some netives 10 miles South of Kokoda, Search of this erea revealed
m'bhing-

H)ND&Y--.Tanuery 2&_., 19131}-

pur bombers winged their way ecross the morning skies to strike at enemy supply dumps
end entisireraft positions at Hense Bay, New Guinea, Nine planes took pert in this strike,
Enroute to the target one airplene returned to bese due to feilure of 6 guns to charge.
Bombing wa s good elthough specific demege of supply dumps wes not reported. Formation
encountered intense, heavy and inaccuraete 4/A fire, with no epparent demage to any plene,
Terget area was also thoroughly strafed. TFormetion cleered terget eres and headed for bases
Formetion landed at 1535/L. .

TUESDAY==Jenuary 25, 194l.

6 airplenes struck cgein &t Los Negros Island in the Admiralty Islands Group., Nomote
Drome was heavily demasged., Sguedron helped to desiroy 3 servicesble grounded fighiters.
Several buildings were set efirse, A1l plunes returned without demage.

WEDNESDAY--Jenuery 26, 194,
No missions were on sechedule todsy and sguadron ectivities were as usual,
THURSDAY .- January 27, 194k,

1t., Reine =nd crew réturned from Townesville, L1f. Renshaw and crew tock off at the
same time but were forced to return to Townesville because of mechanical trouble in the
engines, No further word ebout the missing planes in the mountains,

FRIDAY-wJanuary 23, 194k.

Usual routine, ne sirikes sre scheduled for todey. LE. Renshaw and crew took off
from Garbut Field, Townesville at 1100/L E.T.A. Port Moresby, 1455/L. This plene did not
arrive on schedule. A check is being mede at all possible eirfields it may have landed.
No report =t 2000/L. Perheps word will come through the night, These losses are the most
tregic of all,. The mem feel this more then losses in actuel combat,

SATURDAY-- Januery 29, 1944,

No strikes are scheduled for this day. The weesther wes inclement with a steady rain
bbeating out hopes for our comrades who ere still missing on the flight from Townesville to
Durand. Seerches are being mede up end down the coast from Port Meresby but no trace of

Lt, Renshaw's crew and paseengers ere to be found, The PBYS are seerchi
11 men, Besides Lt, Renshew, pilot, there were L. J«P, Bedis, Go-pilot;;,'z?e:r}gegagwe

Navigetor, Lt, Peter Narten, pilot-passenger, Plagemen, R.G., and P8Elia, @l rplane meehanic,
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Captain Pavlich, Squadron Commending Officer, learned that one of the airplanels
pagsengers was Captain Eerly Thomas,. his bombardier in the L05th Sguadrom, The loss
of these esteemed and breve men would truly be & loss impossible to replace =g all
were possessed with outstanding qualities in both lezdership end courage and also with
talent for relieving the monotony of war in the jungle,

SUNDAY--Januery 30, 1944.

Qur plane is still on the list as missing in flight. The search continues by tha_ PHY =,
The sguedron was alerted to go 4o Dobodura to participate in a series of strikes on enemy
bases, The flight, however, was postponed due to extremely bad weather--solld sheets of
rain end low overcast, A%t 2loo hours yesterday,(mention of this fazct was not made) a red
alert was sounded which lasted for 45 minutes, Reports show an unidentified plane at high
altitude.

VOND&Y-wJanuary 31, 1944
No strike on schdute for this day, Everybody doing his work in the squadron as usual,
TUESDAY..February 1, 1944. |
Nothing to report on this day, No strikes,
WEDNESDAY..Februsry 2, 1844,
Still nothing to report on this day, ground activity as usual..
THURSDAY--Februery 3, 1944,

Adrplene # 10 is missing in Operational Flight from Durend Airdrome,, New GCuinea.
The crew and pessengers of this plane ere as follows:; PeLt. Gable, BGeRe, C-P=Teylor, F.
N-Reestuan, MeHes Bnge Officer- Bradham, T.Wes ReGe=Lightner, E.Je, Aerisl Gunner-Romick, F.
Mes. A/P mechenick Sheshen, WeJe

Ten B=250-1 ftype airplenes alsc effected & strike on this day to But Airdrome, New
Guinea. One plane developed engine trouble 10 minutes after takeoff and returned to base,
Another plane left the formeiion et rendezvous point when the turret g uns failed to fire,
S%ill enother plane began losing fuel pressure 1 hour before the attack erd turned back 30
minutes before the sttack, Attack wes successful., A/A fire was hesvy, intense and ascecurate
with no damage to airplenes, No interception was encountered during snd after the attack,
All planes cleared the terget end returned to base landing at 14J1/L.

FRIDAY.~Februery 4, 194k,

Again eight B-25G-1 airplenes took off from Durand Airdrome, New Guinea this time the
target being Medeng, New Guinea. Attack was good although results were unobserved, For-
mation encountered neither A/4 or interception by enemy sireraft, 4ll plenes clesred the
target end returned to base. Landing was made &t 1215/L,

SATRDAY -~ February 5, 1944,

Combat men and officers rest todsy. No strike on schedule, Everything normal.
SUNDAY~wFebruary 6, 194).

" A Wer Bond meeting wes held in the mess hall et 1900 hours during which the Fer Bond

Cfficer gave & very,interesting and instructive telk urging members of this sguadron to
purchese wer bonds. -
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NOND&Y- _mebruary 7, 1944,

A record wes set on the Sick Book of this aguadron. Omly five (5) names appeared on
the same, We hope to keep our men f£it and continue th:lts low record. E

TUESDAY-eFebrusry 8, 194k,

gne $50.,00 and five $100,00 war bonds have been purchased by seversl members of this
Sguadron,.

WEDNESDAY--Februsry 9, 19L%L.

Nothing of unususl intere % to report on this day., GQuite a number of mem are still
sweating out & furlough. How long they will sweat out this leave nobody knowse

THURSDAY--Februery 10, 194/,

tne of our combat men, 5/Sgt. Keufman, who was transferred out of this squaedron for
hospitalization to the mainland has returned end is reasdy for active duty.

mmr--?ebm‘. I"y. ll[- 19Ml

. Thirteen (13) planes &nd their crews left this sfternoon for & stay of several days
at Dobodura. They will operate from Forande Airdrome.

SATURDAY--February, 12, 1944.
All quiét on the Western front, nothing unususl.
. SDAY--February, 13, 1945.
’ Everything going on &s usual,
MONDAY-~Pebruary, 1k, 1944

Qur plamnes, operating from Horends Airdrome at Dobodura perticipated in a strike on
Mamote Airdrome, Admiralty Islends. ZzEight B-25G-ls took part in this ecordinsted strike,
The entire area wus well covered with bombs and the bombing wes considered as excellent.
. There was neither 4/A encountered or interception by enemy aircraft, All planes returmed
to base landing at 1300/L to 1315/L.

TUESD&Y -~February, 15, 194.

dnother strike to strafe end bomb Kavieng Township, New Ireland., This strike wes co-
ordinated with the 3/i§th Bomb Group and remasining scuedrons of the 38th Bomberdment Group.
Due to the density of black smoke over the terget our planes hed to fly by instrument.
only 9 of our planes participeted in this strike, (me plane #B79 turned back to base due
to engine trouble, Bombing was excellent, Magy direct hits were scored on houses and in-
stallations. Airplene 873, hit by A4/A over the target bubst into flames, This sirplane
B pulled up sharply and then dissappesred in the dense smoke, It was seen lster to crash
' and explode on the West side of Chinatown,.

The A/A wes slight, heavy and inaccurate md at times aceurste, Intense machine gun
fire was encountered. C(me sirplene recieved a single m/g bullet hole in its bomb bay,
No interception by enemy airereft wes encountered, The sgusdron clesred the target arves

| ’ and returned to buse, Ighdings vwere made at 1400/L &nd 1410/L.
- A b . . "

WEDNESDAY-wFebruery, 16, 194L,

Qur plenes were off agein today, The terget on schedule for this day was to bomb

p and strafe & convoy to be on & course hesding towerds Kavieng., 9 plenes took pert in '
' SR Ry
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this attack on the convey. 4s the formetion approached Cape Gloucester airplane FBlL
developed engine trouble end was forced to return to base. The others continued on.
Standby eirplene 866 joined the formation and continued in flight with them., 500 1b,

. 4=5 second delay bombs were dropped on the ships. 7 directihits were scored by & air-

. planes on & Suger Beker, This ship was left burnipg fiercely and esmitting heavy black
amoke, It wes clegimed by our squadron. Bambs were a lso dropped on a Patrol craft seoring
many direct hits, This ship was heavily demaged. Only two of the planes had tail ceameras
functioning,

A/4 was heavy, slight and inaccurate, No damage was sustel ned by planes of our sguad-
ron, There wes no interception by enemy eireraft, Squadron elearad the terget area and
returned to base, Landings were mede at 1410/L to 1430/L.

‘IHURSD&Y--Febru&ry 17. 19%.
Report came through that ohe of our planes was missing on mission to Havieng Township.
New Ireland.on February 15, 194l. Mirther reports in the late afternoon sanction this
report. The members of this eireraft ere as follows: P--DIFILLIPO, J,H., lst-Lieut, CP--
KEFER, L.Bey 2nd Lieut., N-~HEYEN, C.Sey 2nd Lieut., R..FULP, '-H-' T/w-. G"imi Gs 80
It is known that T/Sgt Fulp bed already 52 missions to his credite.
. FRIDAY--February 18, 194k.

Lieuts Cooty returmed from Finschhafen where he was directing ground operations in
building our new cemp site. A new ship wes &lso received todeys. Crews returned framn Dobodur

SATURDAY--Februery, 19, 1944.

4 guiet deye. A strike on schedule today but it was cancelled. COrew of Courier ship
.- took off in a B-17, They flew some generels to Nedzab.

SUDAY-~Februery, 20, 194,
Nothing of interest on hand for today.
MONDAY~~Februsry, 21, 194k,

. Ground ectivity nommel. Crews prepared to leave for Dobodura agein to operate from
Horanda Airdrome, It seems thet they will stay for some time,

TUESDAY.-February 22, 1944.

All quiet on the 823rd Front. Our planes are at Dobodura, Now that Grou; Intelligence
has moved to Nadzeb we are not receiving any newa to sink oub teeth into, Only seattered
reports are eveilable and what may be the contents in the Guinea Gold,

WEDNESDAY--pebruary 23, 194k

= !

We've been receiving some very good motion pictures lately. A good morale booster for
the men.
THURSDAY--Februery 2, 1944

The food situstion is slecking down agein, Specielties @esem to consist of bully beef
‘ and corn willy. We hope for an improvement. .

£t * &
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