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B23RD HOMBARDMENT SCUADRON (M), g ?1( BOVBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARIY 4IR FCE
S\ SECTION
A.( 109 qzé,
27 October, 1944,

Unit History, July, 134J.

™ i Commending Genersl, Army Air Forces, Weshington, D.C.
Enclosed is the Unit History of the 823rd Bombardment Squedron (M),

3o
38+th Bombardment Group (M), for the Month of July, 194,

SUBJECT:

PETLTP M, TRATNOR,
lst Lieut., 4ir Corps,
Unit Historian,

1 Incl--
Inel, #1 - Unit History for Month of July, 1944, (In Trip.)

a“

ey 0. Lraynr)

0

N
i
L

0Loogg

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EOQ12958

R AR

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED AW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

— o ———

823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M) ‘Q
38TH BOMBARDNENT GROUP (M)
AP0 713 Unit /1

COMBAT NARRATIVE

On 9 July, 1944, six combat crews moved temporarily to APO 565 to
carry cut strikes egsinst enemy installations in the Sele Strait erea, The
weather was reiny for w®verel days with a front lying over Manokwari thus
many of the pro-osed strikes were forced to refurn to base or to select the
secondary targets.

On 13 July, 194 three airplenes perticipated in a strike ageinst Eokas
Tillege in the Mc Cluer Gulf area., The attack was made at 1120/K at minimm
altitude with the run being made from East to West, One 500 pound demolition
bomb was dropped one hundred yards West of a sammill ceusing no demage. Bombs
were dropped in the Southwest cormer of the village ccusing a white smoke fire.
Bombs were also dropped among buildings at the East end of the town with un-
observed demege. One 100 pound demolition bomb was dropped in ircoeni Villace,
on Argoéni Islend, destroving two or three huts, Six 100 1lb. bombs were dropped
in the Village on Cespe Geras destroying two or three large native type buildings.
Bach of the villages was strafed. Slight, heavy entisircraft fire was encountered
which burst high over the airplemes. Intense, accurate to inaccurate machine
gun fire wes encountered &nd a hole was shot in the left tire of ons sirplene.
This target hed been ettacked previously by A-20s snd was in bad shape generally
pefore the atteck by this Sguadron.

Three eirplenes on 15 July, 194k sterted to ettack shipping in the Sorong
areea but due to weather, they landed at an advenced base where they were assigned
a tertiery target. The tertiary target was tc be bombed in direct support of
ground troops. Six 500 pound and six 300 pound bombs were dropped in a wooded
area five hundred yerds MNorth of the jetty on Bisk Island with uncbserved results
because of trees and smoke., One white burst, probably morter fire, was seen
over the target while meking the attack.

On 20 July, 1944, three airplenes participated in en ettack ageinst small
vessels in the Sorong and Sele Streits Area. Two barges were destroyed end &
1light entisireraft position in Renice Villege wes rendered useless by strafing.
Slight, inaccurate heavy antiaircraft fire was encountered from Doom Island and
moderate, light, and sccurate antiasireraft fire was received from Renioe Villzge
holing two plenes. Benkeri Villege was stirafed end Kalawas Villege was bombed
and strafed.3

1, See App. "i%, FPO 195-E-3, Zipp. "C", laps, and JApp. "p", Mission Reporis.
2. See App. "A', FFO 197-E-3, App. "C", Maps, and App. "D, lission Reports.

3. See App. "A", FFO 202-E-1, App. "C", Meps, and ipp. "D" Migsion Reports.
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COMBAT NAFRATIVE (Continued)
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Three eirplanes, flying the lead position, participated in em ettack on
installetions in the Sele Strait aree on 22 July. 4n enemy entiaircraft
position wes destroyed end its crew killed. 0il drums on the East half of Reni
Islend were strefed. Antisireraft fire was encountered from p ositions at
Sorong end Doom slend, from Renice Village and from the Eest tip of Kerim
Islend. One plene was holed five times end amother twice.)

On 2} July the Scuadron moved for operations from APO 565 to emother
advsnced bese at APO 920, Eight crews were abailable for operations at this
base.

Six eirplanes on 27 July pertieipeted in & bombing and strafing ettack on
Galele Airdrome in the Halmehera Islends. This was the first low-level atteck
on the Halmsheras end in view of the scarcity of target informetion, it was
singularly successful. Trucks and eirplanes were destroyed on the ground &nd
maintenence shacks by the side of the strip were strafed. Heavy end light
antiaireraeft fire was encountered and three eirplenes were holed. First
Lieutenant Poltrack led this Squedron over the terget.)

Although during the month every mission but one resulted in the flight
returning with ack-ack holes in the plenes, no personnel were injured.

Combat statistics for the month show:

A, Combaet Missions -- 10

B. Sorties Flown == 32

C. Tons of Bombs Dropped -- T

D. Per Cent of Bombs in Target -- 100%

E. Rounds of .50 Celiber Ammnition expended -- 23,950
F. Rounds of .30 Celiber Ammunition expended -- 750
G. Shipping Destroyed -~ 2 Barges

H, Enemy Aireraft Destroyed on Ground == 4 Fighters

GENERAL NARRATTVE

On 1 July, 194l the Sguadron hed a strength of sixty seven officers
and three hundred seven enlisted men.

The following officers and enlisted men received promotions during
the monthi

ho See m- .A" FFO 20’.].-E-1' Appn ace, ﬁp| and App. *De, Mission Rgpcrtﬂg
5. See App. "A®, FFO 209-C-13, App "g®, Vap, end App. D", Mission Reports.
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GENERAL NARRATIVE (Continued)

1st Lt, Jemes D. Raine to Captein
ond Lt. Glenn O, Grendahl to lst Lt.
T/Sgt. Welter G. Holm to }/Sgte
T/Sgt. Boris X. Zeleniek to M/Sgt.
S/Sgt- HEdwin W. EKelk to ngti

8/ Sgt. James H. Fraser to T/Sgt.
Sgt. Murrey Burgess to §/8gt.

Sgt. Herold E. Knight to %tl
Sgt. Frank F, Kosten to §/Sgt.
Sgt. Joseph J. Long to S/Sgt.

8gt. Werren E., Tolan to S/Sgt.
Cpl. Robert L. Gilbert to Sgt.
Cpl. Gregory L. Daly to Sgt.

Cpl. Anthony J. D'Andres to Sgt.
cpl- Cﬂlﬁrlea E. &pkinﬂ to %t.
Cpl. Fred A, Miller to Sgt.

—
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Cpl. Eenneth H. Price to Sgta
Cpl. Iouis H. Riley' to Sgt.

Cpl. Clinton F, Wertmen to Sgt.
T/5 Herbert A. Reinshagen to Cpl.
Pfc. Donald B, Allen to Cpl.

Pfe, Frenk H. Brant to Cpl.

Pfc. Richard J. De Cesere to Cpl.
Pfc. Peter P. Finelli to %1.
Pfe. CGordon E. Herrington to Cpl.
Pvt. Walter 0. Eixman tc Cpl.
Pﬂo Emmett W. Dﬂﬁs to Pfc'

Pvi. Lawrence W. Preston to Pfc.
Pvt. Rufus H. Prostovich to Pfec.
Pvt, Daniel G. Rodriguez to Pfe.
Prt. Leo F, Saling to Pfc.

The following officers end enlisted men were returned to the States

during the lonth of July:

Cept. Charles W. Richardson
Capt, James F. Sigel

lst Lt. Carl E, Alford
lst Lt. Robert C. Freels
lsat Lto William D. Frazj.ﬂr
lst Lt. John N, Engan
1/8gt. Howard E. Alter
ngtc Al bert G- Koeich
T/Sgt. Barold D. Catron
T/Sgt. Frank T, Humphrey
T/Sgt. Francis R. 0'lMears
7/Sgt. Robert H. Plummer
T/Sgt. Lee S. Jackson
T/Sgt. Theodore R. loell
T/Szt. Deleano A. Crewford
T/8gt. Burshell C. Strewn
T/Sgt. Sam Cooper

T/Sgt. John T. Downey
T/Sgt. Eermest F. Johnson
T/Sgt. Joseph F. Long
7/Sgt. Robert W. Mc Lean
T/S¢te Lloyd O. Robertson
7/Sgt. Clerence L. Thompson
8/Sgt. Vollie H. Burks
s/Sct. Leo J. Foy

§/Sgt. Doneld E. Fuller
8/Sgte Jeime P. Gonzales
S/Sgt. Williem M, Iordan' Jre
S/Sgt. Homer 1M, Sneed
S/Sgts Arthur B. Twombley
8/Sgt. Ralph E, Winship
8/3gt. George A, Seibert
S/Sgte Benry J. Dylong

Cpl. Clarence N. Riter

The following officer end enlisted men were trensferred out of the
Squadron as indicated during the past month:

1st Lt. Homer L. Cothem - to Hge, 38th Bombardément Croup (M)

14/S¢t, Frenk Day - Evscuated to Mainlend for hospitalizetion

Cpl. Thomss A. Braccio - to Hg., 38th Bomberdment Group (M)

Pfe. Rufus H. Prostovich - Evecuated to M:cinlend for hospitalization
SEGRET
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GENERAL NASRATIVE (Continued)

The following officers and enlisted men joined the Scusdron during the
Nonth of July:

1st Lt, Sam Kempel 8/5gt. John N, Hofler
ond Lt. Levine O. Crenston S/Sgt. Jobn C. Thames
2nd Lt. Leroy M. Gibson 5/8gt. John R. Simmons
2nd Lt. Seul A. Goldberg S/sgt. Williem N, Carter
2nd Lt. Henry R. Jeenfavre S/Sgt. Chester C. Oliver
ond Lt. Williem L. Jones $/8gt. Clyde F. Spivey
2nd Lt. Loysl H. Larson §/8gt. Tverett E., Wilson
2nd Lt. Vola W. Mensfield Sgte Frank E. Deans

2nd Lt., Edward M. Preng Sgt. Glenn W. Dore

2nd Lt, Lewis K, Wegoner Sgt. Hercld L, Hemsher
2nd Lt. Sheldon Ware Sgt. Thomas J., Harmon
2nd Lt, Bernard J. Corrigen Sgt. Richerd N. Ryer
2nd Lt. George A, Caffney Sgt. Russel N. Morse
2nd Lt. Mlliam H. Ackerson Sgt. Jemes R. Sweeney
ond Lt. Michael G, ilex Sgt. Marion E. Barnett
2nd Lt. Doneld E, Bariz Sgt. Norvert J. Becker
2nd Lt. David T. Bechtol Sgt. Herold D. Heikes
2nd Lt, Earl L. Bosley Sgt. Frederick Kerksira
ond Lt, Jemes T. Corn Sgt. Bdwin P. Msttox
2nd Lt. Donald W, Frederick Sgt. John J. Volopulus
2nd Lt. John B. Irick Cpl. Louis M. Lancester
2nd Lt, Robert C. Freeman Cpl. George Andrews

F/0 John Kéglovitz Cpl. Billy F. Beerd

F/0 Robert S. Howard Pfc, Harrison J. Darbonne
S/Sgt. Bevil P. Md Pvt. Thomes A. Berrow

The following officer and enlisted men were sent to the advanced
bese at APO 920 Unit #1 on 23 July as an advance echelon to prepere a Sguadron
eree for oecupency by the Sguadron upon its contemplated movement:

2nd Lt. Robert C. Freemen Pfc, Chester F. Hamilton
Sgt. John D. Tidwell Pyt, Harold H. Bruder
Cpl, Thomes &, Midura Pvt. Fobert A. Dombrowski

e, Burton 4, Free

6ﬁ 22 July, two C=L7s were loeded with communications equipment for
shipment to 4PO 920 Tmit #1, end on 23 July, the Supply Section locded three
C-47s with supplies end eguipment for movement %o the seme base. :

The Squadron Transportation Section on 24 July begen the disassembling
of two 2} ton trucks in preparation for their shipment by eir to AP0 920 Unit #1
in @ 0-47. This is the first time movement of equipment of this type by air
has been planned by our Sguedron.

SECRET
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GENERAL NAFRATIVE (Continued)

lost of the Scuadron persomnel on the evening of 25 July attended the
Jack Benny, Carole Landis, Lerry Adler, and Martha Tilton USO0 show which was
presented in the Quariermaster aresz,

The Squadron strength as of 31 July, 1944 was: Officers: Seventy-four
assigned end thirteen attached. Enlisted men: Two hundred snd ninety six
essigned and twelve attached.
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APPENDIX "B* (CONTINUED)

1st Lt, FREELS, R.Cas, 0675196 - Awarded the Air Medal and an Oak Leef Cluster
in lieu of an additional Alr Medal for Pa rti=
cipating in 200 bperational hours in the South=
west Pacific Area per G.0. #1, Hg., Far East
Mr MB“. dated 18 Tllh‘ 19“-

Capte MOWHY, Feley 0=791723 = Awarded an Oak Leaf Cluster in lien of an a2dd tione
el Air Medel for participeting in 100 operational
hours in the Southwest Pacific Area per G.0. #90,
Hges Fer East Alr Forcea, dated 20 July, 194k.

Captes RICHARDSON, CuWay 0388757 = Awarded the Air Medal for participeting in 180
operational hours in the Southwest Pacific Area
per Gole #79, Hae, Far East Adr Forces, dated
18 July, 19“.

T/8gt. CECIL, DuR., 35481033 = Awa rded the Oek Leef Cluster in lieu of an ade
ditional Alr Medel for partiecipeting in 100 operse
tional hours in the Southwest Pacific Area per Ge0.
#82, Hgsy Far East Alr Forces, dated 19 July, 194k.

T/Sgt. CRAWFORD, D.A., 33285093 = Awarded the Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of en ade
ditional air Medel for perticipating im 100
operational hours in the Southwest Pacific Area
per Ge0e #56, Hoe, Far East Air Forces, dated
8 July, 194k,

5/Sgt. DYLONG, HuJ., 325535899 = Awarded the Air Medal and an Oak Leaf Cluster
in lieu of an edditional Air Medal for pertici-
pating in 200 operational hours in the Southwest
Pacific Area per Go0s #81, Hge, Far Esat Alr Forces,
dated 18 July, 194k.

S/Sgt. FOY, L.J., 13046188 = Awarded the Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of an addition-
al AMr Medal for perticipating in 100 operational
hours in the Southwest Pacific Area per GeO. #56, Hg.,
Far East Air Forces, dated 8 July, 1944.

T/8gte J‘M. LeSe, 35361776 = Awarded the Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of an ad-
ditional Air Medal for participsfing in 100 bpers-
tionel hours in the Southwest Pacific Area per
GeOs #56, Hge, Far Fast Alr Forces, dated 8 July,
1944,

SECRET
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APPENDIX "R

SECRET

823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY ATR FORCES
8.2 SECTION

A.Ps0. 713 Toit #1,
30 July, 1944.

SUBJECT: Nerrative Report, Mission No. 195-E-3, 13 July, 1944.

TO 3 Gmand:l).ng General, Far Bast Air Forces (P), AP0 925, (Attention A.Ce of
S.y 42)e

1, At 0805/K three B-25G-1 type airplenes of the 823rd Bombardment Squadron
(M), 38th Bombardment Group (M), took off from Hollandia Drome, Hollendia, Dutch
New Guineg, to participate in a bombing end strafing attack on Kokas Village,
Dutch New Guinem. Rendezvous was made with fighter cover at 0850/K over Wekde Is,
From Wekde the flight proceeded to the target without incident.

2, Weather over the target was 8/10 covered at 3500 feet over land and clear
over MeCluer Gulf, Visibility was unlimited, The attack wes mede at 1120/K, at
minimum eltitude, with the run being made from West to Ea sts 1 x 500 lbe 4=5 sec.
delay bomb was dropped 100 yerds West of the sewmill ceusing no appavent demage.

1 x 500 1bs 4=5 sec. delay bomb end 2 x 300 1b, 4=5 sec. delay bombs were d ropped

in the Southwest corner of the village about 500 yards from the waterfront ceusing

a white smoke fire which lasted about 10 minutes. 5 x 100 1b, 4-5 sec, delay bombs
were dropped emong buildings at the east end of the town with damage obscured by

the bomb bursts. 1 x 100 1bs 4~5 sec. delay bomb was dropped on Argoeni Village

on Argoeni Is, destroying two or three huts., 6 x 100 1b, 4-5 sec. delay bombs were
dropped in the village on Cape Geras destroying 3 large native type buildings. The
entire area was thoroughly strafed. The wooden building on the end of the long
concrete jetty was well strafed and many tracers were seen entering the buildings
Houses on the shore east of the building on the jetty were seen to be hit by tracers.
4200 rounds of .50 cels and 50 rounds of +30 cel. emmmition were expended in strafin

3. There was no interception by enemy airplenes.

4. Slight, inaccurate heavy A/A was encountered from kmown positions west of
the villages This A/A was bursting about 200 feet over the township, too high to
damage any of the sirplemes in this flight., Intense, asccurate to inaccurate A/A
and machine gun fire was encountered from positions inland from the village, and 1
position west of the village, Ome airplene had a hole shot in the left tire,

5. The following sightings were reported: A black smoke fire caused by
enother flight 1000 yards inland in the west peart of the village; the houses along
the water front appesred badly demeged before the attack; the concrete jetty was
in good condition, and the wooden building at the end of the jetty was im fair
shepey Babo Strip, seen from a distance of sbout 10 miles, anpeared serviceable.

SECRET
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APPENDIX "D*

SECRET

829RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY ATR FORCES
8-2 SECTION

AP 04 713 Unit #10
30 July, 194k.

SUBJECT: Nerrative Report, Mission No. 197=E=3, 15 July, 194kh.

70 t Commsnding General, Far East Air Forees (P)s 470 925, (Attention A.C.
of S., A-2)s

1. At 0800/K three B=25G-l type cirplenes of the 523rd Bombardment Squadron
(M), 3Bth Bomberdment Group (M), took off from Hollamdia Strip, Hollandia, Dutch
New Guinea to participate in a bombing end strafing attack against shinping in the
Sorong, Dutch New Ouinees, area, When the flight reeched a point 40 miles North
of Menckwari a front was encountered running in a Northwest to Southesst direction.
As the fighter cover turned back because of this weather, the flight proceeded to
Noemfoer Is. and tried to contact "Nomsn", the Noemfoor ALP station, Redio contact
could not be established so the flight proceeded to Biak Is., to be assigned a ter-
tiery terget. The flight landed at Mokmer Drome, Bisk Is., at 1300/K, After being
assigned a terget, the flight took off at 1340/K end proceeded to the target.

2, Weather over the target was 8/10 cumulus et 1000 feet with visibility
unlimiteds 6 x 500 1lbs =5 second delsy demolition bombs and 6 x 300 1b. 4=5
second delay demolition bombs were d.tv_ppod in the target area , a wooded area 500
yards North of the jetty by dwablaki "illage, with results obscured by smoke and
trees. The target and Bransfari Village were strafed with 3800 rounds of .50
caliber emmunition, Due to the target being on the side of a hill the attack
was mede at 200 feet from & northwesterly direection, Time of attack was 1408/K.
Photos were teken with K-21 cemera,

3. There was no interception by enemy aircraft,

Lhe One white burst of possible morter fire was seen over the target while
this flight wes making its attack,.

5« The following sightings were reported: The jetty by Awabiaki Village
was serviceable; both Awabieki and Bransferi Villsges appesred deserted,

6. &fter the attack the flight returmed to base. The last airplane landed
at Hollendia Strip, Hollandia, Dutch New Guinea, at 1615/K.

s/Philip M. Traynor

t/FHILIP M. TRAYNCR,
lat Lieut., Air Corps,
dsat. Intelligence Officer.

= e e -
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823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUATRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY ATR FORCES
8.2 SECTION

AP0, 713 Unit #1,
30 July, 194k4.

SUBJECT: _lerntiﬂ Report, Mission No. 202«E=-1, 20 July, 1944.

r T ¢t Commanding General, Far East Air Forces (P), AXO 925, (Attention 4.C. of
- Bey 4=2).
s 1, At 0730/K three B-25G-1 type airplanes of the 823rd Bomberdment

Squadron
(M), 38th Bomberdment Group (M), took off from Hollendia airdrome, Hollandia, Dutch
New Guinea, to perticipate in a bombing and strafing attack on shipping in the
Sorong erea, Rendezvous was msde with P-38 fighter cover over Bisk Island in the
Schouten Islands group et 0930/K. The flight then proceeded to the target area.

2, Weether over the target area was hazy with rain, with visibility 2-3

Y miles, The attack was made from minimum altitude coming over the hill Northeast

. of Sorong, sweeping over Renice Village, themce South over Sisi end Mek Mek Islands,
meking a right turn back over Mankeri Village and then North overland to the sea.

4 Two berges were definitely set afire and sunk and one light 4/A position in Renice
Villege was cleansd out by strafing. Renice Village was bombed with 5 x 100 1b,
perademo bombs., Bankeri Village was strafed, end Kalawas Village was bombed and
strafed. Results were generally unobserved because the ettack was mede through
rain and hmze, 2 x 500 1b., 2 X 300 1lb., &nd 12 x 100 1b, bombs were dropped.

4500 rounds of .50 caliber and 200 rounds of o30 caliber smmunition were expended.

3. There was no interception by enemy airplanes.

he Slight, ineccurate hecvy A/A was encountered from Doom Island. Moder-
ate, accurate light A/A ceme from Renioe Village holing two airplemes, Slight,
inaccurate 1ight 4/A ceme from a position on the North tip of either Kebra Island
or Kabra Boemok Island,

5e The following sightings were reported: Stacks of oil drums by the jetty
North of Bankeri Village; derrick at the end of the same jetty was undemaged; 1000
yards Southwest of Cape Sa nsespor an object ebout 100 feet long by L0 feet wide
in the water.

6e On leaving the target the flight returned to bese via the North coast.
The last airplane laended at Hollandia Airdrome, Follandia, Dutch New Guinea, at

1530/K

s/Philip M. Treynor,
t/PHILIP M, TRAYNOR,
1st Lieut., 4ir Corps,
Asst, Intelligence Officer,
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SECHEZT

823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
AFMY AIR FORCES
8.2 SECTION

AP0. 713 Unit A1,
30 July, 194k,

SUBJECT: Nerrative Report, Mission No. 20/=E=l, 22 July, 194k,

0 ¢ Commanding General, Far East Air Forces (P), ATO 925, (Attention 4.C.
of 5.. bz)l

l, At 0730/K, three B-25G-1 type airplanes of the 823rd Bombardment Squa-
dron (M), 38th Bambardment Group (M), tock off from Hollandie Airdrome, Hollandia,
Dutch New Guinea, to lecd an attack on enemy installations in the Sele Streit
aress This Squadron's specific target was A/A installations in the Sorong Area.
At 0930/K, rendezvous was made with P-38 fighter cover over Owi Island at 3000
feet, From Owi Island the flight proceeded to the target, 4t Tenamersh Bay ome
airplene returned to base with engine trouble,

2. Weather over the terget was high stratus at 15000 feet, scattered cum-
lus at 500 = 1500 feet, visibility unlimited, The attack was made at 1125/K, at
minimum eltitude, on & heading of sbout 170°, The attack was mede in single plane
passes. The first airplane passcd directly over heavy A/A position 4W, killing
the crew by strafing. Position 3W was strafed by the second airplene and resulted
in a thin column of white smoke which persisted for at lesst 15 minutes, A person-
nel erea was strafed by the lead airplane killing mumerous Japs who were milling
around apparently panic stricken, The second airplene strafed = pile of oil
drums on the East helf of Reni Islend with no fires sterted. Both plenes salvoed
ell bombs due to mechenicel failures in the bomb release. 10 x 100 1lbe 815 sece
delay bombs, and 2 x 300 1lb. 8«15 =¢. delay bombs were salvoed, 2900 rounds of
«50 cal, ammunition and 100 rounds of .30 cel, ammunition were expended, No photos
were taken,

3¢ There was no interception by enemy aircraft,

4s Moderate, accurate heavy A/A ceme from kmowm positions at Soromg and
Doom Islend, and from a new pesition 3 miles South of Renioe Village, Intense, ac-
ourate, light end medium A/A ceme from Renice Villege end the Eest tip of Karim Is,
The lead plane was holed 5 times end the sscond plane twice., No personnel injured,

5. Te following sightings were rerorted: A large black £ire from Doom Is.
as a result of the 405th Sguadron's bambing; 3 cemouflaged 2 masted schoomers East
of Renioce jetty; buildings emd piles of oil drums on the East half of Rani Is;

an w/i silver S/E sirplene was seen heading Southeast over Dore Bay at 1000 feet at
1105/K.

6, After the attack the flight returned to bese. The last airplene landed
at Hollaendia iirdrome, Hollandia, Duteh New Guines, at 1500/K

g/Philip M, Traynor

t/FHILIP M., TRAYNOR,
1st 1ieut,, Air Corps,
Asst. Intelligence Officer,
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. ATPENDIX *D* .

SECREZ

823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY AIR FORCES
S=2 SECTION

4.P.0e 713 it #1,
30 Tuly, 1944.

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mission No. 209-C=13, 27 July, 194k,

™ : Gmnnﬂ;ng General, Far East dir Forces (P), AF0 925, (Attention 4.Ce of
... Aﬁa L

1. At 0715/K, six B-250G=l type eirplenes of the 823rd Bombardment Sguadron
(M), 36th Bambardment Group (M), tock off from Mkmer Airdrome, Biak Is., to par=
ticipate in a bombing end strafing att ack on enemy esircraft end sirdrome instale
lations et Gelela Airdrome in the Halmehera Islands., The 30th Bomberdment Group
(M) made rendezvous with the 35th Bombardment Group (M) at 0740/K over Sorido
Strip on Biak and proceeded to Ajoe Islands to rendezvous with fighter cover at
0950/E. From Ajoe the flight continued to the target. One airplane returned to
base from the rendezvous point because of failure of the fuel trensfer system.

2. Weather over the terget was 2/10 sirato cumulus at 5000 feet, The ate
tack was mede at 1145/K at minimm altitude on & heeding of 250°, 48 x 100 para-
demos were dropped smong the revetments end roads on both sides of the strip., 2
bombs were dropped emong } two-engine bombers with unobserved results. 2 bombs
were dropped among several parked vehicles on the Northwest side of #2 Strip.

Two bombs were dropped by each control tower with unobserved results, 3 or 4
trucks were desiroyed by 2 bombs dropped et the Northeast end of #2 strip. I

S/E fighters were destroyed by strafing. Tracers were seen to enter shacks on the
Southeast side of #2 strip. About 8 gachine-gun pits on the Southeast side of #2
strip were strafed by 3 turret gunners and at least 1 enemy gumner wes hite. B450
rounds of .50 cal. end 450 rounds of .30 cel. ammnition were expended. Thotos
were teken with E=21 cameras.

3. There was no interception by enemy mirplenes,

4e A/A encountered was slight, inaccurste, heavy from kmown positions and
moderste, accurate, light A/A end m/g fire from positions around #2 strip. 3 air-
plenes were holed, Ko personnel injured.

5, The following sightings were reported: ZInemy aircreft in the terget erea
were well dispersed in a wooded erea Northwest of #2 strip; at least 2 u/s bombers
were left burning by the flights shesd; 2 black amcke fires ceme from what appeared
to be burning sircraft; some gas trucks end rollers were seen in the center of the
Northwest side of #2 strip; a small freighter, 700 - 1000 tons, was seen in Celela
Bey; a corvette was seen ebout 5 miles South of Gelela Bay with a barge nearby.

6, The flight returned directly to base after the attack. The last airplane
landed et Mokmer Airdrome, Biek Is., at 1500/K
s/Philip M. Treynor

+/PHILIP M., TRAYNOR,
lst Lieut., 4Air Corps,
Asst, Intelli {cer
SECRET gence Off; i
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