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CHAFTER TI
THE LAND DOWN UNDER

On the morning of the 25th of Pebuary early risers saw the
first flicker of lights from the mainland of Australia. During
the breakfast hours an dustralian pllot boarded the ship to puide
the Bliss up the waters of the Brisbane River. This first sight
of Australia was not a pleasant one. Men on the Eliss saw only a
large area of waste land on either side of the River, and a short
distance away huge rocky cliffs. After not baving seen land for
four weeks, the men were not pleased with this sight.

At noon the Bliss was tied up alongside some tin warehouses
and the process of debarkation began. After all personnel had
laft the ship, a route merch was started to the Doomben race
track. Here the Auscies had set up kitchens, supply buildings,
and tents were erected mnder the tracks of the Grandstand., Thore
were no blankets or cots hovever, but the men did manage to meet
the situation by stuffing straw into their matress covers, and
making use of their own.

That evening the men received their first taste of the Aus-
tralian diet, and their reaction was just the same as when they
saw the desert lanis on the sides of the Brishane River. Aftar
this fare of mutton stew, bread, jam and tea, the men auickly
sought out the eating
eatablishments in the
City of Brisbane in sea=
rch of sodas and ham-
burgers, but they were
{ Aootied to disappointment.
In Addition, the men were
not able to cable home to
their folks of their safe
arrival in Australia, for
the number of American
troops in the Pacific the-
i ater wvag gtill a closely
guarded seeret, and Pat
A |\ Hobinson for all the hair
A\ ' he might wish to dramati=-
. ' cally pull out of his head

UM could not file a dispatch.
| When last seen he was fum-
tdng and roaring that he
wzs going direetly to Gen.
Douglas MachArthurs hesd-
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Ballarat, Australia.... Just one big
happy bunch of guya who didn't as yet
Imow what war wase.

Ballarat, Australia..., Even the mascot
had to go through chammels to get a pass
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Even at work, they
were trained what to
do and when to do it

if the occasion should N

arise,

Chemical Marfare
training kept the
men busy « avery
one took the traine
ing seriously.
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The men were taught how to
ghoot - training covered al-
most every weapon they would
probebly use in the case of
an emergency.
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The men showed an
cagernegs to learn
even though many of
them 4id complain
about being in the
Infantry.
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A1l was not work and training
and the men found time to sit
around and enjoy lively "jam
segsions" = however, the pre-
sence of the ever-present pas
mask served as a good reminder
that they were there for a pur-
pose.
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becoming a part of the 42nd Bombardment Group (M), and belng ab-
sorbed by the Seventh Air Force,

5l

The 71at Sguadron, although did take temporary leave of
Hesdquarters for a pericd of approximately five montha, waa to
later become one of the main and older sguadrons of the Group
along with the 405th Sguadron. On 15 dpril the sguadron was
ordered to PBatchelor I'ield at Birdum, Darwin, Australia. The
squadron set out immediately in two echelons, one by train and
the other by motor convoy. The trip over the dusty roads with
flies almost as thick as the dust and the usual slow moving dus-
trallan trains, was completed on 1 May. The young Lieutenants
upon reporting at Headguarters was greeted with the following
blast: "Who the hell are you and whut the hell are you doing

in this part of the country?" Orders for the squadron transfer
to Darwin arrived two days later,

vases Northern Australia presented a dreary picture
to the men = nothing but sand, sage bush, sand and
more sage bush. With each little breeze, the air
became filled with dust - the flies were just as
plentiful ag the dust and were constantly around
regardless of whether or not the breeze was blow-
ing., Such scenes ag the one picture above of the
Great Simpson Desert were scenes that greeted the
men -~ regardless of which dirveetlon they looked.
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- = Army Headgquarters at Birdum -

=20

| IS

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

Fim=

~ Birdum -

While at Darwin, the 7lst was ordersd to set up a transient
camp, by order of General Snsed the area Oormander. In addition
to this the men did all sorts of construction work == ingtalling
a power system, building roads, and setting up tents. It was
here that the sguadron serviced the B=17's of the 19th Bombardment
Groups The men were anxious to do their utmost for these men of
the 19th for they were found to be excellent follows and averyons
was anxious to please. Then one day as the men wers looking on
enviously at the B-17's of the 19th, It. Maggart found an A=24
hidden in the brush near the strip. Everyone surrounded the ship,
hauled it to the strip, and eagerly pitched in to overhauling of
the motor and the patching up of a few minor holes in the fuselage.
It seemed that in no time at all, the ship was ready for f£light,
Lt. Mapgart had the privilege of flying this first alrplane of the
71st iIn the overseas area, but on the solo flight engine trouble
developed which indicated that the plane was really ready for
salvage and any further work on her would be wasted effort.

On 28 July, according to Movement Orders #42, 10 Auguat 1942,
USAFSVFA, the squadron received Instructions to move to Charters
Towara, Although the area around Darwin was desolate, the men
were quite reluctant to leave because of the excellent ares that
had been bullt up -- for up to this time 1t seened as though the
squadron was continually moving and starting up new camps and
strips throughout Australia. Howsver, a rumor that thers was &
possibility of meeting the Alr BEehelon at Charters Towers, mads
the parting with this base somewhat easier and hastened up the
procesa of packing to get to Breddon. Upon arrlval at Breddon,
12 August, the squadron once again gettled down with the 405%h

-
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vasse DARWIN' AUSTRALTA: Lt. Maggart e e

and Headquarters and Headquarters Squadroms. 4nd, the rumor of
meeting the Air Eehelon was fulfilled, for one week after the

arrival of the ground persomnnel, the B-25's of the Tlet lowered
their wheels to land at Breddon strip,

In the case of the 405th Squadron, there was not much moving
about the Australian countryside. The stay at Ballarat of this
squadron lasted for asbout five months during which time the men
of the outfit did fatigue details, digging ditches, building roads,
and didding s1it trenches, All of this time, as in the case of

other squadrons of the Croup, the 405th anxiously awaited the are
rival of its air echelon,

On 7 May 1942, the sqguadron, which up to this time had been .
known as the 15th Reconnaissance Sgquadron and being only attached
to the 38th Group, was officially redesigmated the 405th and
assipned to the 38th, Then in conjunetion with the movements of
Headquarters and the 7lst, the 405th received orders to proceed
to Charters Towers for rendezvous with the Air Bchelon. One week
later when the air echelon did arrive, the ground persomnal of the
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405th found that their beliefs of meeting entirely new air person-
nel from thoge they had left in the states was correct. TFor in
the States many transfers and reorganization of the air schelon
had changed the bulk of the personnel completely.

S0, at Charters Towers the 38th Bombardment Group (M) once
again regaincd a semblance in appearsnce to a Bombardment Group.
For the firat time in months three squadrons were together, and
most important of all, the Group had its own airplanes.

v.‘ -~ Camp Life at Breddon Drome =

On the following page are a few goenss of every=day 1ife at
. Breddon Drome.
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éne The Tﬂke‘m san

svs Frequent Visitors in the Camp ...
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ground. The food was the typical Australian diet of mutton, mut-
ton, and more mutton. The main source of amusement wes the motion
picture showing that was held nightly on Thursday Island. The
faet that motlon pictures were shown on such a remote outpost was
of tremendous morale walue, for here, it seemed that all contact
with the civilized world was gone. The Tokyo Radio, through the
efforts of "Tokyo Rose" was also snother source of entertainment.

On 10 September after all of the CGroup's planes had arrived
on the Island, the Group was immediately alerted for a mission,
the planes were checked, bombs losded, and the crews stood by --
the mission was called off. This being alerted was a daily affair
until 15 September when the Group did actually take off on & mis-
gion, On the night of the 1ith the outfit had received word to
be ready by 0630 hours of the 15th.

ssnes Ioafli‘ng for the first mission seess

Barly morning of the 15th found personnel of the (roup sris-
ing at 0400 hours, eating a hagty breakfast, and making last mine
ute preperations for this long awaited day. At 0606 tha first
planes left the mmway followed by others until 0650 hours when
the twelfth and last plane took off. One plane that would have
been the thirteenth, developed engine trouble at the last moment
and did not take off. The planes procesded to Fort Moresby,
where the crews were briefed and lsst minute instructions were
given, Again at Fort Moresby, engine trouble cosi one more aire

plane but the remaining airplanes took off for the mission. This
was the formal introductien to War.
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