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T .AND UNDE

On the morn .ng of.
the 25th of Feb ry early risers sa r the

first flicker of lig ts from the ma land of Austra a. D 3ng
tha breakfsst ho rs an Austral .an pilot b d d the ship to gu de
the Bliss up the aters of the Brisbane River. T is fi.st sight
of Austr li wa not a pleas nt one. Men on the Bli s a only a
largo rea of w st© land on either s .

de of the River, a d a hort
d3s t ance a ay ht ge roe c l .f f s . Af t er n t havi ng seen 7 d f or
four w eks, the m n rrere not pleas d i h t is si ht.

At noon the Bliss as tied up alon s do some t arehous s
and tho process of debarkation be n . After all perso nel had
l ft the ship, a route march was started to the oombon race
t r a ek . He r e t h Aus s i.e s ad s e t up Ici t c e n s , s uppl y bu i l d i ng s ,
and t e nt s we r e e r. e c t e l . n e r t he t r a c)t o f t he Gr nds t a nd . Thor
ere no b ankets r cots hor ver, but the en d

.
d ma ge to meet

the situat on by stuffing traw into th ir matress covera, and
maki us of t he i r o .

hat evening the mon received thei first taste of the u -tralian diet, and their roaction s ust t e same as when they
s aw t he des ert l an g on t he s de s of t he 3r i sb ne Ri ver . l t r
th s fare of mutton stew, bread, am a tca, the men uickly

sought out the eati g
, e s t abl i shment s n t he
' Ci t y of r i sbane i s e -

reh o odas a d h -
,
burgers, but they were

. ,
' doo ed t o di sap oi tmen .I . .

dition, the ©n ere
' not ab1.e

to cable home to
t he .r

f o s o£ t he i r af e
val in Austra ia, for

- '`` t he nu ber of.
Amer i can

t r oops t he Pac i f .c t he-
,
'ater s still a olose

•• ' gu rd d s ecr et , a Pat

,
Rob aon f or al l t he .r- ' he mi ght i s h t o rlramat i -

- ` call pu11 out of his head
, could not file a di patch.

• ! en st se en h waa -' ` :9 g n rosring that
• a oi g direct y to en.! '

,
Dougl s t hur s he -
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Ball rat, Australia... ven the m scot
ha t o o t hrough c n el t o .e

t a pa
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Chemi ca l '.7a r f r e
t r a i i kept t he
men usy - eve y

Y + o n o t o o k h c t r a n
` in ser ou ly.

M

t ' ' l

_
. f_ ]

--c' - ` : /i

. • .. s , . 1
, j..

L . . .

,
' a

r . .' T v
' . . . ' • _. ..

__

- J

1

ven at work , they
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Al l ° s not wor k d t r i i n
and the men fo nd time to sit
arou d and enioy 1lvely "

, m
s SS i on s ° - h o vc r t h e r e -
ence o tre v r-presont s

mask erved as a pood rem nder
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b e c omi n a par t o f t he 1 2 d Bomba rdme nt oup (P1)
, a be n ab-

orbed by the Seventh ir Force.

he 71st Squadron, although did t ke tem orary leave of
Headyu rters for a period of approx...ma

t y ive month , s to
later become one of the ma n and ol er sq adrons o the Group
along with the l05t SQu dron. n 15 April th s uadron as
ordered to Datchelor Fie d at D rdum, Da ir.,

Australia . T e
squadron set out immed atel.y

in t o echelon , one by train a d
the other by motor convoy . The trip over the du ty roads .

th
flies almost as thick as the dust and the usu l slow mo ng Aus-tral an tr ina, was compl ted on 1 ay . e g Lioutenanta
upon reportin at Headqu rters was g eeted rith the followi
bl st: " ho tho hell are you nd what the he11 are you doi
i thi part of the cou try?" ders for the squadran transf r
to Dar ri arrivcd two d ys ter .
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..... Northern Auatralia pres nt d a clr ary picture
. o the men - nothing but sand, sage b h, sa d nd

or e sa e bush . i t h each l i t t l br eeze , t he ai.rbecame f.
i l l ed wi t dus t - t he f l i eg w re ,

jus t as
plentiful as the ust and were conatantly around
r e ga l e s a of he ther or not t he bree ze as bl ow-ing. Such scenes a the one pictttr.e above af the
Gr eat Si ps on Des ez• . c re s c nes t hat g eet e t ] e
men -- regardle s of which d rection they looked.
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B du -
hile at Dar i the 71st .s ordered to set up a t anaient

camp, b or er of ener l Sneed the area Commander. n addit .onto this tho men did a1 sorts of construction w rk s ing
a power oyste , building ro d , and settin up tents. It rashere that the s adron serviced the 8-17 s of the 19 h Bomba dment
o p. The men ere anxious to do the r utmost for these men ofthe 19t for t ey ere fo nd to be e ccollent fellows d everyone
as nxious to please. Then one day as the men rere look ng on

envi ous l y at t he B- 17 s of t he 19 t h , t . J g r t _f ou d •n A- .hidden i the brush near th trip. veryon v ounded the ship,hauled it to the atrip, and eagerly pitehed in to ov rh ulin ofthe motor and the pa ch g up of a few mi or holes n the fusel ge.It eemed that no t e at a1 , the ship was ready for ght,Lt . M g ar t h d t he pr i v i l eg of f in g t hi s f i r s t a . pl ane of t he71st th overseas area, but on the olo light e e troubledeveloped which indicated that tha pl ne was really ready for_ s al a e and any ir t her work on her voul d be s t ef f or t .
2g Jul y , accord i ng o ovement der s 1 , 1Q dugus t 194 ,II S1F5PP , t he s quadron r ece i ved

. s t r c t i ons t o move t o Chart er sTowexa . l t hou,_
eh t he ar ea aro 3 Dar v was de sol at o , t he men

were quit reluctant to l av© because of tho excellent area 'thathad been built up -- for up to this t .me it eflm d as thoug the
s quadron .s cont i nual l y movi ng a st ar t . g up ne camp a d
strips throughout Austr li . owever, a rumo.r that there as a
possibility of m©etine the r Fc elon at Charter Towers, madet e p rt ng ith t is base somewhat eas3er and has ened up the
process oi packing to g t to Breddon. Upon arrlval at Breddon,1 AIi St , t he sq dron once aga n s et t l d do n i t h t he 405t h

-?7-
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: . . . . DA I , AUST A IAs Lt . ggart . . . . .
and Headquarters nd Headquartsrs g drons. And, tho ru or of° mee t g t he Ai r che l on f ul ed , f ar one eek af t or t he
a ri al of the rou d peraonnel, the B- 5 s of t e 71st o redt he i r hee l s t o nd at Br ddon s t r i p .

In t a c se of the 405th S uadron, he.re as not mueh mo g
about the Au trali n countrys da. T e stay at al arat of this

quadron l as t ed or about f i ve mout hs u n ; h
.c

h t i ® t h n
of the outfit d d at gue details, dig ditc e , buildi g roads,and didd3

_n slit trenche . l of this t me, as in the ca e of
other aquadrons of the G oup, the 05th a xious .y a ited the ar-
ri al of its air echelo .

On 7 I y 194 , t he sa adron , whi ch u t o t hi s t e had been .kno as the 1 th RQCOn issane q dron and be only sttachedto the 8th Group, as of icial , redesi ate t o5 h a d
as ai ed t o t he 3 t h . Then i n con u at .on t h t ho mov ment of
Headquarters a d the 71st, the 0 th received ord s to proceedto Charters To rs or rendez ua it ths A r chelon.. e k
later when the air oo elon d3d arr.ive, the gro nd p r o nel of the

- s -
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. ; _. ..
05th fou d th t the3r beliefs of ine tin entirel ne air per on-

nel from tho e they had left n the st tes s correct. or nthe States many transfars nd reor ani ation of t e a .r eche n
had changed the bu k of the person el completely.

So, at Charters To rers the 3 h B bardment roup (l) c
a i regain d a se blance n appear ce to a Bomb rdment Group.For the first tim i months t ree squadrona vrere together, and
most important of , the oup had its o a p a .
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- C p L e at Breddon rome -

On t he f ol l o i n pa ge ar e a f e s cene of ever day l i f e a t
Br ddon Drome.
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' r
ground. h© food ths t pical ustralirn diet of muttan, mut-
to , and moro mutton. e a o ce o a usement s the motion
pi ct ur e sho n t hat a s he1.d ni ght l y on Th r sda I s l nd . he
fact that motion pict res ere sho n on ch a remote outpost s
of tremendous morale lue, for here, it ee ed t at l contaet

with the civiliz d orld as gone. The Tok o dio, through the
ef f o s o "Tokyo s e ' s al o anot her so ce of ent er t ai ent .

On 10 Sept mber after all of the roup s p anes had rriv d

on t he I s l and , t h Croup S i mmedi at el al er t ed f or a mi s s i o ,
the planes were checked, bombs lo ded, and the crewa stood by --
t he mi s s i on . cal l ed of f . Thi a b i al er t d s a da . .y af f a r
un il 15 September when the C oup did aot l y t le off on a mis-
sion. On t e ni ht of the .th the outfit had received rd to
be ready by 0630 hours of the 15t .

, . . - , - =

.

J

• ..... Load for t e f . s
t mission .....

Early morn n of the 15th fo d per onr.e of the G oup aris-
ing at 0 00 hours, e ting a asty breakfas , nd making ] t m n-
ut pr parations for th s long a ited day. t 0 0 thc f st
p ane s l e f t t he r n ay f o]_ o d by ot hers un•t3

.
1 0650 hour s when

the twelfth and last plene took off. C ie plane that wo d have
been tha th rteenth, dev loped engine trouble at tle .s

t mo ent
and di d not t a_k of f . e pl ne s pr oce ded t o For t A3ore sby ,

here t ho crews wer e br i ef ed anc l a t mi nut e i s truct i ons vrere
i ve . A ai at For t P.or esby , engi ne t r oubl e co one mor.e i r -

p nc bu t t h rema3n n ai rpl ane t ook of _f
f or t b

.e mi s s i on . Thi s
s t he f ormal i t rod . c t i on t o .

- 32-
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