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,.. Parrot a d his ma ter ..,
1

• Parr ot i n t he ca e a c ons t nt compa on t o t he r owner s ,of t he Pa a t s ere u ck t o l e n t he Yan ee ua e and
t he3 aut bur s t s wer e a n er end ng s ov ce of ent er t i e nt f or t h

' men .

ea s i ona . .y , t he mo •e unpl ea aant cr e t e s of t he u l e
r coul d b s e n; hu e rat s ov r t o f et l ong, .a t f l yi ng f xe s ,b r of t he bat f ami l si t . a s pr ead of ov r f o r f eet ,and s k - ev n Ri p .ey ot ' t bs l i t he s l ze of s o of t hcm.In most esse , a]1 sn ke , re d ess of size, color, or nation-

al i t , ere 11ed or ch Sed a ra t .t among t hs mb r s of t 38t h
• as o e l ad who t ook a l . t o t hem nd coul d b e en al o t ar t i me t ].ook ng f o • ' a s ' , obody bot hvr d t . Ogl e he n he

_
came r ol l i ng i nt o ca p i t one of t e bi g on s han i a nd
hi s neak. ome of t he i7e C ea _ ,ar ds , a l t h b ; and u l y ,er e cu t h rml e s . Ther e e occ as ons he e n t he se moas r` wer e c .pt r ed , t i ed up, a d k pt a s p t s , i e t us h St en t o add t hat
not al l o t h l d : P of e ne beca e a p .r t of t he C p -t mosquito s er ne r accep ed s frie ly,

.
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c}A . v x
N ' IN

ew ui .ea - a p t of t he d "Do n U d r " c me t o be ng
wi t t he out br eak o t he ar . Ye r f o now, peopl e wi ]. s t i
be t k g about New Guinea, tori ns w l write about New G -
nea, so t ere is little n d to o .

to a deep discussion here.I stead thia e t re chapter l be the story of. ew
C
.
i ea a it

as i o mber 19 a d how it l oked to the men of the 3 th omb-
ard ent Croup. The li d sre - some d ed th re - they ought

ar t her e - t hey d .d t hi s wi t h a pi t .f . . . amou t of inen
and mater al - yet, thev had ti e to look around and find out v t
what made this strange l nd so fasc natin . This i9 what they
fou d.

-
- ; .

- -
-• .

, = - -
. - __- ., :,:- ,- . _

- - - -- -
: _ _ - ... _ : '

" _ _ _ i- c• . _

-- - -

- PORT O T̀ BY ARBOR

Port Noreaby arbor at one t e the laet rem in ng foot-hold
_on Ne C i e . H re , t he A1 i ed hi pa came o t en but ot of t en

enou h - s t i l l , t he .r ent ox . d t he Japs ucce d d . t a i ng
Fort 'ore bv the story today ,m

ight b d
.
fferent - the act that

t hey d d not succe ed s becaus e h d f ul l of Aus t r al axd
Am®rican foot so1.

diers re too atub orn to ive ur. To y Fort
± oz•e bv i s i us t a s i m ort ant t o ew ( ea as t as dur ng he
Eattle of. the oral ea.
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O t ho t i r , a m .s af o ri o f 9i x l n s a s s c nt out t o t r -
c e pt e nemy s h ppi n n o : n f r om La t o t e na a r e a . t he ]

.a ne s
p r oa c he d e La ^ ar e a t r ou h t a r] a n a 1 1 y , t dr e t hr e e

burats of ck ack fir.e
from enem;j ositions at the northorn tip of

the e a dro e, one of t e planes ere d maged by the f ,
ut t he b e a t he r made un : o r t . nc ount e r i

. s e ve r e s t or m nd

r a i s q a l l s , t he pl
.ane c oul d o t c.

t he s h3
.p s s nd r e t r ne 3 t o

bas because there as no seco a tar t to b fo .

T e .
f
.o

l l o i np da,y
t he Pl ane s o f t he Gr L pa r t 9

.c
i pa t ed i a

mi s s o n a .
i n t D t t an s Cr e ek . At 0 55 , s . : p ne s o i t hv 0 5

t o ok o f f a d e r ov er t ? e t ar e t ar e a a t 1
.

3 0 . .: e h p . ne r s
l o ade r,i.

t h t e ]
_v .

00 po und demo bomb s r d t h t t a ck a s m .
d e

f r om a h©3 ht of ]
..

00 t o 000 f e e t . au l
.
t m e t n .s Fr e v e r.

t ed
the dropri of .

1 the bombs, ho ver those th t wore drop ed

ê r s e e n t o h t i n t t t a r ea a d i t : a s qu t c er t a i n t ba t
t c o d i r e c t

_
t s e r e made o t cne y .

3 ?d i n s ; one a ck a c o s -
t i on r s e n t o o out o f a c t i on . Ths e nemy i e a 9 spor. {] i c
ancl cc x t and all of our pl ne r.

tu n©d to base afel .

Januar sa t he ,71s t quadron s e c i n pl nes i nt o i.he
i r t t t ack t he Terr.ace Su pl y I nps . Lae . 1- ?_O s ere t o go

i n b f or s o r o s and i ve t e ]
_ac orki n o er t t he i r

s t raf er s . At 20d/ L o r oy s cros s e t he t ar et at 1700 f vet
and bo an to str the .r

bombs out over the target. On trai
of t l e 100 po nders as eeen to lit e1on the Tax .

Strip on
e ort side of t e but the ot er dama ° as nobserved.

r

.

- St r i n i
,a,

t hem al o . t he Taxi St r p -

-6 - •. ,

. _ .
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T Nips thr w up ei ht r t@Il bu sts of rea ack ack but

a 1
.
1
. o f i t a s abov e and b h 9

.n
d t he f or ma t i o n . T o Pnem f i ght r r. s

e r e s c en t o e o f f 1 r d s t he s e a c c c ]
.e

t o t he s out t ,
u t t he y f i l

.e
t o c or e up f o r an a t a c k . At t he 7©s t e nd f t he

s t r i p , t hr e e t
. e ng i

.ne p]
. n S we r e a rke d i ri l i na and r e t ur n n g

cre members reported that t e eenter p ne was pour l out b ck

s mok e . Ap
, ar e nt l y t s r l ne r s s e t a f i r d u r i n t h 1 - d a t -

t a c c .

The tar et for the th as na anda Point. ga the 71 t
Squadron aent x plan s for tho att ck. Com g over the tar et
at 1100 L, e ormation dropp d t renty f.our

300 poundera thru
out the tar et area, howe er a nce t e planes wer bom n from
lti

.
t des between 1 0 a d 3100 feet, t,he re ults were unobserved.

Af t er t he bombi ng r had been made t h f
.or a on ent do n t o

straf.e
Supple du p of bo es and barrels approxi ely 500 y rds

r̀om t e horeli e elon anan da ack. A mech ne n ositions
at t he mout . of t h f s t ereek e st of t he Po t was s t raf er but
re s ul t s i n bot h c ea re unobs erved . T e r i ps made no s f or t
t o d o.f.

f t he at t ack s nd t he onl y r cs i s t ance ho n was a s m l
amount of machi

. e f i re comi.r_g f rom t he t r Ck .

,.'•
+. ., ..

. = •

. • r
_ ' a -

• • ,,

.
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v' . .. I

.l
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_

.

•
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-
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q

•

n da Poi t -

T e nex day, 7 snuary, as a b
.
day for an enemy convoy

d been s i ht ed proceed in t he gen ral d ect i on of L e . The
mi s s i o conai t e .i of s i x pl anes o the 405t h a a . of t he 71s t
So,a

dron. At 0 05/L an eight hip convoy consistin o nav l and
t r an or t v a e]

.a as s .
ht ed at U6 0 S- 11. 5( ,. Th f.i r s t

- ? -
" , .,

- - 1 . _
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- Shipping sighted -

e l ement at t s cked at a ne rt of 1100 t o , 00 f e9t cropp g f i
500 pounders, b t the results ere u ob erved for the enemy fire

as of hea y ea]
.
i
.
b r a very nt n e . T e econd e l ement at t c c-

ed at he ht betr;ee '300 and 00 fe t cropning seventy-eight300 pounders d a ai the result ere nobserved. All eight
h .p t 9 convoy ap e r ed t o m .neuver i .ndepend nt l '
rom one t o t hr e mi es paxt . Debr s ar o u d on o . t he t r n -• ro t

_i_ndi cat ed. t h t r rhap at p t or.e o t l e bombs h c? s cor cl
s l : St i l anot er t r ns or t as l e f t de d i t he wat r f rom
ne r i.s , e . : not h

. t rans ort a s em:3.
fi a n rh ;e smo ce b t t hi s

w s be1 3cvod t o be a smoke s cr een . I os t o'C t l e crews v r e un-
anomous in t cir d scriptions o the destro era - a11 fou of
t h©m appear ed t o be o.1 t e v©ry l t eat es t ro er d s i . Jus t
a f t e r t he o cond e l eme nt d

.r opp t he .r bombs , f i ve Z ?c made
i d i v i dua ]

_ s t a clc on t ho orm t i o . One o : ' t p Ze ;PS v.• s s e e n
t o go do f l ame s a s t r c pr s f

.r om t h t o p i ur r e t of l ne 7 10
s ha t t e r ed t,o t , A ot or Zekc s s h t t r d t h e s ame n-
n e r ]

.e ^ t i l l ano t he r wa s s e e n t o be h 3t by pl ne ;; 30 and f 1
a wa y u i n out b l ac k oke . The 71 s ad o .o

t one ]
.an e .Pl a ne # 7 0 wa s s en t o er s h l a d h r t e r a f t er r e c e 3v g

a d i rec t t by ac aci di r ee t l y n t h r i.ght en i e . The p . no
as s e t o f a11 t o a d t ho s ea and and g broke n al f and

?i s ppear . T
.ree parachut es f rom t e t r .clcen pl np were een

t o open but hat t he f at e of t he r en as i not l o . Sever l
of t he ot her pl anes ere hi t by ac ack nd a f e of t e cre rs
i n3ured , but al l ho r. _ane s de i t b

.e
k t o bas c af e l y .

- 71- .
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. . . . . emy con oy , 7 J r 1Q1.3 .Fo Naval Ve se].s
d four trans-

port - none of ths ahip re s k
n t e mo at t ack .

. '
.

; r

.

I

•

1
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The s co nd mi s s i o n o f t da v n t t c t on t i
.s m

convoy n a ain t elv ix lanes re srnt nto t e ai .
nf the nlanea rett ned to ase due to engi_ne

trouble but the re-
rnai ing ten er ov r t?e convoy at 5 5/L . y the tim the con-

y d boe n o ht e d , i t had mo ve d 3nt o a e I ar bor and a s o on
as o r pl.nes ppearod, the convo,y moved :n o uch a poaition so
that ono of the cargo ahips could b© attacked without f at go-in over on of the Nav l vesscls. Aga he Nip vessels threw
up an 9 t e n e amount o f a ck a c k - l i c h •rr s c on s i de r ed f a . a c -
curate at all leve .s.

As the planos drop ed the r b mbs, one d r-
ect hit w s observed on the boc of ono of the tran porta a eev-
e r a l n e a r mi s s e a on t he o t e r v e s e 3

_s . 0
_

ns sh p
_

t he c o
_

nv oy
a ]

.ay i on i t s s i de as a re s .
t of t he p v i ous at t ack s o ev -de ri y t he da age was rAat r t han e had expect ed . Af t er hebombs had been drop d, t e Zskes came ga n for an atta .None of th©m w e too an ious to press hame their at ack but

it f bali ©d that h
.ts cored by one of the Zekes as responsib efor ne of our planes cra h landing n the una area. One af the

enemy fighter was probably destroy d f
.or as t came in for an

att ck, tracer from o r nlanes were seen to enter it r the @ e
as ae n t o d i ve t o ar t at er .

the 8th the s e convoy came under attack, a d the J ps
re s t l t r i ng t o l a l mor t roop an supr l i e . The t r i c@,compo ed of t lve pl nes, took o.ff at the bre k of da and came

over the convoy around 0 00 houra. The first elem nt
_

o d ad3 ect h t on one of
. t he t rans p r t s a en t he s econd

_
el ment

.

• On @ O 7l -

- 73-
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- a cl o s or .e -

ca e over t e conw t he shi p $d d s . r_e.c
ben t h he e. .not er ip t e convoy re e ved other di ect hit on thebo ` c t h

.s ah3p w s cl
.a m d as o abl y ,.a nk - at ea t ser ous -d amaged. e of the pl ne att cke supplie on the shore,' s e ' g d i rec t hi t a d causi f i e s i t h reat col nns of

smoke. At this stage the att k, th eok ack bec me qu te3.nt ns e t hus depr i vi ng t he er e r of .r her obs erv t 3on of t heda ge don . Zekes, about f teen of the , att oked the p es
. m .l l i de s a rhen t h f i nal t a l l y as t aken , f i e Z kehad b en srot do , a l conf i rm ., n . t o mor e ver.e probabi l yehot do n ile a th rd as badly d d. None of .ou pla sl ad been l os t dur i ng t he at t aelc.

. ga n the same day, thc p] a es ombed u an ent out t er

-7 -
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t h e r e ma n i n s h i
. n ,r. n La e I r bor . y t h i s t i me t r J apa e r e

1 r o babl y onder n rhe r e i t he hc 7 s o m y P - 5 ' s c ou l
.
d c o o

f r om. t h i s t r i p t cn o ou pl ane s .7e nt a f t e r t 'r.o sh i ps a d
t h up l i e t h

,y a .
l unl o a .e

d . omb i g wa s c on s i <l .r ed f e .r
l y •

o o d a n
d

a not he r i r e c t i t -r s c or e o n o ne o f t l+e t r a s r r t .T e supr 7, t c ps a l onf- t he sho r e r e s e v r e l y -a s t e d . i s
t i me 1 e nern r f i ght er s wer e s i ght e d and n+o s t o t e m er e r y
e a ge r t o br oak up t ho bomb

.n r n s . Ze r o s c a +no n f r om a a ua r t -
er - thev ade ndiv .

dual attacks from all idos and underneath-
o me .

3
.v

d l o o v e r t he w t e r i t h f
.

1 t h r o t l e . T e t o p t u -
r e t g unner of 7 10 s o t do m o ne 7 e e h i c v s s e e n t o f a 11 out
o f c ont r o l nd h

.
t +

.,
he ra t e r . o t he r Zelce c me o v r t e f or -

a ta on i an i r.v c r t d po s i t i on an .
1 t r a c e r o m : 2 ar e s e en

to enter tho cockpit. en the plane as :l st seen, smoke nd

.r e we r e pour i ng f r om ? e c o ck r i t s t h e P .
l o t vra s o i n h i s

b e s t t o l e a v © t e p ]
.a r . - - h i s onp v:a s c l a .med a s e i t e

e oy ed . St
.
l l anot he r el s .̂,

hot l o 1, f n•1 t h i
o ne a s e r i

.
i s d by ano t her P l an . On o o n• p l s ne s d +he

t op t v r et hot a ay . cl ot her s a cever l hol s ut a11 r t urned
to base.

T e t h s a no l e t up i t e a t t a e on l e ap s i
.

i ng .At 20 ovr plan c e over t 3 00 feet nnd drop od tho
om s .n

t he °•ood s a l on t e - ch n ' 1-c j r t t ar a . t,s
were ecvred on a lar trans ort at Vcco c nt causin the ship
to t to l e flam©s. T e supplies long the beach t
Voco Po .

t w re set af ro a d the ent . e area a po r g off

1
.

' ' /
. • ..

- Supp].
ies nd Sh ppin go to ethar -

-75-
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- The et t es get a work3. g over

area, they s hted a 60 foot f at top oat i e ar or maving
r pidly tawarcs t e nd of t e run ay. None of tre cre embers
kne just at this boat , but a were of the op ion that

.f i t as a bar e , t ras t re .r at t l y had ever s ean . I
those days it looked ].ar enough to be a sma1 a rcraft carrier.

. A econd mi s s i on o.
f t he day as a pat r ol mi s s i on f or a f r i end-

J.y convoy . The s s i ned area a _.a
t rol l ed nt i l the pl anes had

. to r©t n to ba e.

O t he .t h t hero as no mi s s i on , but a ract i c ].
i ght

t. Pitm ns plane cras ed in a l r g -- t e crash was caused
b
,y one of his brak s locking a the wheels touched the run y.T e pl a e s a com ]

.
t s h- out , but f or t

. at el y none of t he
ar w memb r s ere i e .

The 15th o.
f J n 1 3, the roup bec me t o years old. T ore

' ere no cele rations but tead it as a ay of rest vr the
ent e G oup.

• t he 16t h , t he o su p].y d mpo ar a a n pi ckcd f.or t he
t ar e t . Seven p .anes of t he 4o5t r at er t ed out on t he m .s s i an

ut one was .f or ced back due t o en .ne t roub]. . The pl ane s came
ov r t he r get bet e r 3 0 an 100 f.eet an dropped a t o l

-?7-
,

.
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o f f or t y- e i ght 300 ound demo bo bs . The f i r st f l . ht of bo bs
; fs1l in the area arcund the Dis ensar .nd Uroo point with thr e

or fo r mal build g in the vici ity of the Dispe a seen
t o pl o e gi vi ng of £ b]

. ck moke . I acd3t i o t o t he bui l d gs
dest oyed, a l rge black smoke fire was started on the shore o
Vocv Po nt near the beached tr nsport. e second f1 g t of bombs

i t .n t he bui l di ng ea u t No of t he Jet t e s i t h u obs erved
result . The Jap reeted the for tion ith heavy an accurate
ack ack fire hoot ng a ay the upper turret of one p].ae an
uttin sever l holes n the i seation o anot er. None of
t e plan s ®re .os

t a .
ll retu ned to base afely.

i
,_

I : .:; , • ._-
_

'
_

1
. . N l

I
_ . ' .

. . .
. . .

.. .

l
,

.

1

J

:i ::

, . • : 1. ,
t

•

: •

:
_

s
.

- Lt ; s s i e , Aus t ra : : ou d For oe
Int lligenee, ves.

the ahang ng it-
tion. -

T s day saw the . u rn ion o eek .y meetings to e hald
i
.n

the t lligenee seation fo :
l of the com at cre s. hs

m e t ng s t ar t out wi t h t he g g of songs , whi ch di d m . c o
to b e c the iee. Lt. laasie of the uatrali Ground Foree
Inte ]

.
igence, on DS with the up, -gave

the cha g sit t3on
t e various phases of th o nd activit9es rou d Bu and

a nda Po t, and the prospe ti movement in the d
.ec

tion of
bo and u of both the enem and the All ed forces. Lt.
o a der onocci, the Naval L i on fficer att ched to V Bomber .Co an h d a ver interest g l prepared on tha aetivit .saf ths Na i the local a a - the men w re all deeply intere t©d

- 7
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ì on t he f ol o i ng ay o r p ane s r et urn t o he s ame area onl
t h .s t i me t l e Supr l .y umns on Lae Terr ace 7e e s e l ec t ed a t he
t a r g e t s . The J ap s no v a a r e a s or. o sho o t . T e .r

t f i t
r o p ed t he i r t o m s n and ar our t er a ce an a c r o e s t he r oad n

t h e i c n .
t y o f Bvn p, .o s ne ar t he Bvr n s Ph i l i ps t or o . T e a x e a

w s seen to give off.
black a d h te mo and th F rns Fh lig

St o r e a s bPl i e d t o r e s e t a f i e . The s o c ond f
. .

i t dr opped
t e r bomb s on t he s o t h s de o f t he R n a y c aus i ng n e r oua

a .
1 f i r e s and one hoavy 1 ]

.a c k emoke f i r.e about ba l f
. y do nt he o ut s 3rl e o f t he ru way . f t er . e bo mb i np., r un :a s madethe plane ont hach to strafe th ent e area but the trafi g

r SUl t s e r e u ob s e r v e d . t r ue f a s on , t he AJ ps t r e up
qu i t e a b i t of

. a 1 1 t y pe s a ck a ck but a s us a l
.
t a s ge r e r ] y

accu ate.

err ace at Lae - ' ? January 19/. - pp rent l t he wo c e
.ad become a by - rd t b hi her headquart er s .f.or a ai n on t he1.t h, aeven pl ane s of t he s t cuadron wer e s nt up t o nl oad
the r bombs. At l nch t me the for atlon crossed over the tar-et at 2 00 fe t a brga laying t e r bombs on he Torrace andthe S utleast end of t,hc ay, About the only observ d results

,

:

-: -

. '

;
/ -

. - -

- Te ac at L e o , n , Mi 1c R n"

wer t o di r ec t h .t s on al l b l d n t e d spensary area .of t he bo bs f e . i n t ae a ea bet en t e Terr c© and
t ro out e ®t end of t he s t

. p . The ne t d y a repet :'t i o

-g

, , _
,

.
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