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sse A Parrvot and his master ...

Parrot in turn became a constant companion to their owners,
Many of the Parrots were quick to learn the Yankee language and

their outbursts were a never ending source of enbertainment for the
men, :

Occaplonally, the more unpleasant ereatures of the jungle
could be seen; lmpe rats over two feet long, glant flying foxes,
a membex of the bat family with a wing spread of over four feet,
and snhakes ~ even HRipley wonldn't believe the slze of some of them,
In most cases, all smakea, regardless of size, color, or nation-
ality, were }dlled or chased away but among the members of the 38th
wag one lad who Look a liking to them and could be sean almost any
time ont looking for "snakes!, Hehody hothered Pvt. Ozles when he
came strolling into camp with one of the big ones hanpglng around
his neck. Some of the New Guinea 1izards, although big and ugly,
were cqulte harmlesa. There were cceasicns when even these mongters
were captired, tled wp, aud kept as peta. let us hasten to add that
not all of the wild 1ife of Tew Cuinea became a part of the Group =
the mosguitces were never accepted ag friendly,

=40~ '
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= a pre=-historic monostsr in the meking -

= Oglss and his slimey pets =
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CHAFTER VII
NEW GUINEA

New Guinea - a part of the land "Down Under" came into being
with the outbreak of the war., Yeavs from now, people will still
be talking sbout Wew Guinea, Historians will write sbout New Gui-
nea, so there 1s 11ttle need to go into a deep discussion here,
Instead this entire chapter will be the story of Wew Ouinea as it
was in Nevember 1942 end how it looked to the men of the 28th Bomb-
ardment Group. They lived there -~ some disd there - they fought
a war there - they did this with a pitifully small smount of men
and material - yet, they had time to look arownd and find out just

whalt made this strange land so fescinating., This 1s what thsy
found.

- PORT MORESBY HARBOR -

Port Moresby Harbor at one tims the laat remesining foot~=hold
on New Cuinea. Here, the Allied shivs came often bub not often
enough - gtl11l, the war went on, Had the Japs succesded in taking
Fort Moresby the story today mipght be different - the faet that
they 444 not succeed was becanse a hend full of Australisn and
American foot soldiers were tdo stubborn to zive up. Today Fort
Horesby is just as important to Few Guinea as it was during the
BEattle of the Corel Sea.

VAT
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«+s Unloading at Port Moresby was a difficult job =

and the natives were an invaluable asset to the 41lies

T
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+++ the Fort Voresby Hotel gave evidenes of civilization,

while the mountaing to the Worth offered pleturesque beauty ...
8
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with the Allies while hiz brothers acted as police or foremen ...
B
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his off hours in search of some souvenir to send home

/O
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8 likeness for the white man and his ways
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camp sites were located smong Tow upon row of coconut treses ...

=5]1=

SECHKE ]

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

SECRET

ag did finding suitable drinking water for the parsonnel
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= Nature's Chureh -
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. £ f‘?” #a = KMES MORNING =/ TH2
. s+« The men furnished their own music éus
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On the third, = mission of six planes was sont out to inter
cept enemy shippineg goine from Iae to the Buna area. As tha planes
apnroached the Las area through tha larkham Valley, they drew three
bursts of ack ack fire from enemy positions at the northerm tip of
the Lae airdrome. MNone of the planes were damaged by the fire,
but the bad veather mede up for it. Encountering severe storms and
rain squalls, the planas could not £ind the ships and returned te
baase hecause there was no sscondary target to be found.

The following day the planes of the Group parbicipated in a
mission mgeinst Dittymans Creek. At 0055, six planes oi the 405th
took off and wers over tle tarzet area ab 1120. INach plans was
loaded with twelve 100 pound demo bombs and tha atiack was made
from a height of 1500 to 4000 feet. Faulty mechanism preyented
the dropping of all the bombs, however those thst were dropped
were geen to hit in the target srea and 1t was quite eertain that
two ddrect hits were wade on =0 enemy tuildings; one ack ack pos-
ition wes seen to go out of action, The ensmy fire was sporadic
and inaccurate and all of our planeca returned to base safely.

5 January saw the 7let Sguadron sending zix plenes Into the
air to attack the Terrvace Sunply Dumps at lae. A=-20's were to pgo
in befors onr boys and give the place a working over with their
atrafers. At 1200/L our hoys crossed the terzet at 4700 feab
and began to atring their bomba out over the target. One train
of twelve 100 pounders was gSeen to hit slong the Taxi Strip on
the North side of the mwway bubt the other damags wans unobservad.
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The Nips threw up eight or ten bursts of heavy ack ack but
all of it was above and behind the formetion. Two enemy fightiers
ware seon to take off towsrds the mea and cirele to the south,
Yt they failed to come up for an attack, At the liest end of the
atrip; three twin engine plenes were parked inm line and returning
crew mambers reported that the eenter plane was pouring oub hlack
smoke, Apparently this plane was set afire during the A-20 ate
tack.

The tarpet for the 6th was Sanananda Point. dAgain the 7lat
Squadron spent six planss for tho attack. Coming over the target
at 1100/L, the formation dropped twenty four 300 pounders thru
out the target area, however gince the planes wers bombing from
altitudes between 1500 and 3100 feet, the results ware unobserved.
After the bombing run had been made the formation went down to
strafa Supple dumps of boxes and barrels approximately 500 yarda
from the shoreline along Sanansnda Tracks A machine gun positions
at the mouth of the first ereek West of the Foint waa strafed butb
’ resilts in both cases were mnobserved. The Hips made no effort
to ward off the attack snd the only resistance shown was a smsll
. amount of machine gun fire coming from the track,.

= Banananda Foint =

The next day, 7 January, wesg a big day for an enemy convoy
had been sighted proceedine in the peneral dirvection of Iae. The
misglon consisted of six planes of the 405th and six of the Tist
Sguadron. At 0R05/L an eight ship convoy conslsting of naval and
transport vessels was sighted at 06 40' 8-149 55(%. The Pirst

=770
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- Shipping sighted -

element attacked at a height of 1100 to 4300 fest dropping five
500 pounders, Lut the results were wnohserved for the enemy fire
was of heavy ealiber and very intense. The second element attack=
ed at a height between 7300 and 4300 feet dropping seventy-eight
300 pounders and again the results were mmobserved. All eight
ships in ths convoy appeared to bes manenvering indepsndently :
from one to three mileg apart. Debrie around one of the trans-
vorts indicated that rarbaps at Teast one of the bowbs had seored
a bit, 5ti11 another transport was left desd in the water from
. near misses. Another transpert was emitbing white smoke but this
was beliaved to be a smoke sereen. Nost of the crews wsre un-
anomong in their descriptions of the destroysrs - 211 four of
them appeared to be of the very latest destroyer design. dJust
. after the second element dropped their bombs, five Zelpp made
individua) attacks on the formation. One of the Zeokes was seen
to go dovm in flames as tracers from the top Lurret of plane 710
ghattered into 1t. Anothor Zeke was shattersd by the sawe gune-
ner while still another was seen to be hit by plane #2320 and fall
avay pouring out black smoke. The Tlat Squadron lost ons vlans.
Flane #7082 wng seen to crash land in ghe water after recsiving
a direct hit by ack ack directly in the right engine., 'The plane
wag seeh to fall towapd the sea and in landing broke in half and
disappesar. Three parachutes from the stricken plane wars seen’
to open but what the fate of the men was in not Jmowmn. Several
of the other planes were hit by ack ack and a fow of the crews
injured, but all the planes made it back to base safely.

Tl
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rassn I‘hlemy eonm, 7 Janu&r'y 1(34.3.
Four Naval Vesgala and four trans-
ports - none of the shipe were sunk

in the morning attack.
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The second mission of the day was an atiack on this same
convoy and again twelve zirplanes were sent into the air, Two
nf the planes returned to hase dus to engine troubls but the re-
maining ten wers ovar the convoy at 1555/L. By the tima the cone
voy had been pighted, it had moved into Las Harhor and as soon
ag our planes appesred, the convey moved into such a position so
that none of the cargo ships could be attacked without first go-
ing over one of the Naval vessels. dgain the Nip vessela threw
up an intense amount of ack ack which was considered fairly se-
curate at all levels, As the planas dropped their bombg, ong dir-
ect hit was observed on the bow of one of the transports and seve
eral near misses on the other vessels. Ona ship in the convoy
was laying on 1ts side as a result of the previous attack so svi-
dently the damage was greater than we had expseted, After the
bomba had besn dropped, the Zekes came In again for an attack.
llone of them were too anxious to press home their attack but
1t is beliaved that hits scored by one of the Zekes was resporisible
for onme of owr planes crash landing in the Buna area. One of ‘the
. enemy fighters was probably destroyed for as it came in for an
atback, tracers from our planes wars seen to enter 1t anrd tha Zeke
. wae geen to dive toward the water,

On the £th the same convoy came under attack, and the Jsps
were stdll trying to land more troops and suprlies. The strike,
composed of twelve planes, took off at the break of day and came
ovar the cenvoy around 0800 howrs. Thse first sloment scored a
dirsct hit on ons of the transports and when the second element

= one down -
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. - a closer view =

cars over the convoy, the ship 'md disappeared be_ne‘;t}'- the wayes.
Another ship in the convoy recelved another dirsct hit on the

. bow and this ship was claimed as pwobably sunk - at least gerioug-
Iy damaged, "Three of the planes attacked suppliss on the ghoras,
acoring direct hite and cauging hupe Fires with great eoclums of
smoka, At this stage in the atfmelc, the ack ack became qguite
intense thus depriving the crews of further observation of the
damage done. Zekes, sbout fifteen of them, attacked the planes
from all sides and when the finally tally was taken, five Zeles
had been shot down, all confirmed, and two mors wers probebily
shoti down while a third wan badly damaged. None of cupr planes
had: been lost during the attaclk.

dgain the same day, the planes bombed up and went oub after

Ty
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the remaining shipping in Lae Harbor, By this time the Japs were
probably wonderineg where in the hell so many B-25's could come
from, On this trip ten of our planes went aftfer the sghips and
the pupplies thay had unloaded. Pombing was conaidersd fairly
good and another dlvect hit was scored on one of the Lransports.
The suprly dimps along the shore were saverely pasted. This
time 13 enemy fighters were sighted and most of them were very
eager to bresk up the bombing mims. Zercs eame in from all quart-
era = they mede individual attacks from 511 sides and underneath-
some dived low over the water with full throttls. The top tur=
ret gunner of #710 shot down ons Zeke which was seen to fall out
of control and hit the water. Another Zeke came over the for-
mation in an inverted pogition and tracera from #£92 were seen
Lo enter the cockpit. Whien the plane was last ssen, smoke and
fire were pouring from the cockrit and the pilot wae doing his
beat to leave the plans - this one was claimed as definitely
destroyed. Otill another Zeke was shot down by 908 and this
one wag verified by ancother plans. Oms of eur planes bad tha
. top turret shot away and others had several holes tut all raturned
to basge.

. Tha @th saw no let up in the attack on the Jap shipping.
At €820 our planes came over at 3900 feet and dropped their
homba in the woods and along the heach in lHe jeity arsa. Hits
were ncored on a large transport at Voco Foint causing the ship
to burat into large flames, The supnlies along the beach ah
Voco Foint were set afire and the entire area vas pouring off
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- The jJetties get a working over =

area, they sighted a 60 foot flat top boat in Ias Harbor moving
rapidly towards the end of the runway. None of the craw memhers
knew just what this boat was, but all were of the opinion that
if it was a barge, it was the largest they bhad even sesn, In
those days it loocked large enough to be a small aireraft carrier.

A second misalon of the day was a patrol mission for a friend-

1y convoy. The assigned arsa was ratrolled until the plenes had
to return to base.

On the 1/th thers was no mission, but in a practiece flight
Lt, Pitmens plane crashed in a landing -~ the crash was caused
iy ona of his brakea locking ag the wheels touched the runway.

The plane was a complete wash~oul, but fortmnately none of the
crew membersa were Anjired.

The 15th of Jan 1943, the Group became two years old., Thers
were no celebrations, but inatead it was s day of raest for the
enbire Group.

Cn the 16th, the Iae supply dumps were apain picked for the
target. Seven planes of the 405th sterted out on the mission

but one was foreed baclk due to engine troubles The planes came
over the target batween 3200 and 4100 feet and dropped a total

77w
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of forty-eight 300 pound demo bemba. The first flight of bombe
fell in the area arcund the Dispensary and Veeo point with three
or four amall buildings In the vieinity of the Dispensery seen

to explode glving off black smoke, In addition to the buildings
destroyed, a large hlack smoke fire was started on the shore on
Voco Point near the beached transport. The second flight of bombs
it in the building area Just North of the Jetties with unobserved
results. The Japs groeted the formation with heavy and accurste
ack ack fire shooting away the upper turret of one plans and
putting severel holes in the §ail section of snother, None of

the planas were. loast and all returned to base safely.

- Lt. Massie, Auatralian Ground Forcse
Intelligenca, pives the changing sit-
nation, =

This day saw the inaugnAration of weekly meetings to be held
in the Intellisence geotilon for all of the combat crews. The
meating started out with the ginging of songs, which did menago
to break the dee, Lt. lassie of $he Austrelisn Ground Forces
Intelligence, on DS with the Group, gave the changing situation
in the warious phages of the prownd activities around Buna and
Sanananda Foint, and the prospective movements in the direetion of
Fiubo and Salamauva of both the enemy and the Allied foreces. Lb.
Commander londeod, the Naval Laison Officer siteched to V Bomber
Command had a very interesting talk prepared on the activities
of the ¥avy in the local ares - the men were all deeply interested

~78=
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on the following day our planes returnsd to the same area only
, this time the Suprly dumps on Lae Terrace were selscted as tha
bargets. The Japs now had a reason to shoot. The first flight
dropped their bombs in and eround terrace an? across the road in
the vicinity of Bungalows near the Burns Phillips Store. The nrea
mas seen to give off hlack and while smoke and the Burng Fhillipas
Store was believed to he set afirs. The second fight dropped
thelr boriba on the gouth side of the Runvway caunsing mumerous
small fires and one heavy black smoke fire about half way dowm
the sonth side of the mmway. After the bombing run was made,
the planes went back to strafe the entire area but the octrafing
reoults were unohbeerved. In true fashion, the Nips threw up

quite a bit of all types ack ack hut as usual 1t vas gererelly
inaccurate.

"Terrace at Lae" -'24 Jonuvary 1943 - apparently the word Lae
had become a by-word with hipher headquarters for again on the
2kth, seven planes of the 7lst sguadron were sent up to unload

their bombss At lunch time the formation crossed over 1he ter-
. get at 2000 feot and began laying their bombs on the Terrace and
. the Boutheast end of the runway. About the only chaerved results

- Terrace at Lag or, "Ths Milk Run" -

wers two direect hits on small buildings in the dispensary area.
A1l of the bombs fell within the area between the Terrzce and
the Boutheast end of the strip. The next day vas a rapet’tion
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