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tially built barraclks, a skeleton hangar, and just one finished

conerete runway. And the entire gloomy picture wae surrounded
with black Mississippl Mud,

However, the urgency of work forced one and all to forget the
abrupt change in living conditions; the men moved into the cold
damp newly constructed barracks, Group and Squadron headquerters
were set up, and the polieiss of the Group were put into effect.
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« Father Quest -

And it was not long before new persomnel bepan to come to the
Group, First new member to arrive was a Catholic Chaplain, It.

Charles N. Quest, and he wae quickly followed by the Group Dentist,
d Captain Winthrop F. Hart,

. Then came Cadet Communications Officers who were given their
commliseions as 2nd Lieutenants shortly after their arrival to the
Group. Some administration officers were transferred to the Group
and their presence was greatly apprecisted, for the administrative
burdens had increased as the Group continued to expand. It was not
. long before medical officers were assigned to the Group, four were
assigned to the squadrons and Lt, Brvin T. Rechlitz, the firat

graduate of the newly formed flight surgeons school, was assigned
as the Group Surpgeon.

Combat crews began to arrive the first cadre of thirty pilots
arrived on 2 September, from the elass 41-V, Randeolph Field,
Other pilots were added to the rogtars of the Croup from the sub-
sequent classes from Randolph Field. Also, other pilots were
transferred to the 38th from other Bombarduent Groups, thus
glving the 38th some older and more experienced airmen. By the
month of November, the Group could boast of conplete strength in

pllote and co-pilots, and could assign to sach sguadron six nave
1gators.
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SECRET

Shortly after the arrival of the 38th at the Jackson Army
Air Base, 280 selective service trainees worae assigned to the
Group, This was the first time since the getivation of the unit
that a strong influx of men from any one section of the country
tock place. This large block of men gave the Group a strong Fen-
ngylvenian flavor, which persisted for as long as three years,
Then, shortly after the declaration of war a block of one hmndred
enlisted men were transferred to the Group at tho request of the
commanding officer, Colonel Knapp. These men were sent from Kees~
ler Field and their addition brought the enlisted ranks up to
full strength. These men did not have a chance to attend the
Army Air Force Training Schools, and for the most part were ubi=
lized as basic soldiers.

At the time of the Group's arrival at the Jackson base, thers
was only one airplane stationed there == g B-18, that was assigned
. to the Base Commander, Colonel Houghton., With the arrival of the
Group, the airplane strength of the field was increased by the
addition of seven B-18's and two Pt-13's; maximum use was obiained
from these planes in the training of persommel in navigational
. flights and bombing missions over the bombing range.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

Y€ 543 USYA DS{OOL 3T 5B OFBy JITY UCEOEp - :

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



	Original Sun Setter Logo
	Index Page
	Introduction
	Chapter I - Birth of a Lady
	Jackson, Mississippi and Army Air Base
	Father Quest
	The Groups first airplane
	7 Dec 1941
	Col. Knapp
	Crossing the Equator



