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- Une o f

. t. m h d n ne t r oub l i n t o mor n n; a nd t r ne d ba ek
' from the ren ezvous, rm d n t e afternaon thsy rsn into a thuncer-

s t o r m h ch ?- r t f o ur f h m f r om r e a ch in t e t s ae t . t t e
' t nty - t a wh ch suece ss f ui

.
l , h t t he convoy , 'score s i xt een c? r ect

hi t s on t e shi ps , i ••h t •;ent y- f i ve near m _s s es .

T e con oy as s ot t e on ar ch l s t and on t 1e d t e - 17 ' s
hi t t up in t e Darp er s t rai t s . T ere ere t w nt y v s ss l s
t he convoy d esco t t en, b tt s _ e3t h r -turn d o £ or ere k ,
f or t do n on t he t h

_rd t he c er e onl y f ourt e n l ef t . ea f ar s
c yin tor edoe struck tbem a dr , and in mid-morning came
t he f i r s t, coor i.nat e at ck . s t r e s t or as 't ol d :! t er y ra t i

. 5 . Ro, al t y , n .
i a r i

.n t e i 7 hi p of t he 7 st f o mat on ,t hat mor n r en z ous as a oat s i.ght ."":e er e t e f i r s t . i b t over t he rend-
, ezvou point, hich va some distance om

i- e convo 's last reported posft3on outh
of I i s chaf en . 'e c i r cl ed ar aund wai ,
for t he r e t of t e p ene9 3.n t e coo.rdi -
nat ed t t ack . As o mado out s o -
c .e , •e oul d s e , comi n ov he mount a.i n
an al mo + u bel 3. va l © n nber of nes .Ei ht B- 17 ' s wer e e t t . i nt o f or at i vn

__ sl
.g

ht l v bove us . E l o , t hr e s epera e
.f l i ght of - ?5 ' s r e al ead i f ormat .-'
.on a d beg . i .ng t o c i r c .e . Del o i hsm

a eat mvnbcr of r a ' . ht er s , - 0 ' s ,
- d F- s , a.

]
.
1 mor. e or .e s s f o r a t i o n .

. f e t ho a nc P t abo v I co un t d 2
P- 3 •' s i

.
f or t

.on o t v o ' s , t hr e e Ts nd

. • o r ' s . It as he o t concent rat ec f l
.-

--- C pt. Ropalty --- ht of a .cra
ft any of us ad ever see .

, ere st have bpen 1 0 l l ed pl a as
in he ir t at morning.

The 7 .s t went n at 1
.t

t 1 over 000
. s e t , , u.s t beneat h t he

8 - 17 ' s . Do be l ow t hem t he 105t h as a f,aclt n on an of.
f i c i al

al t i t ude of t o hu dr ed eet , an act l al t i.t ude of abo t f i f t y
f et. The sq adron commander, Ma or lph Ch

.
i of N York , a

p i l o t o f t he ]
.e a d sh i

.p , ca .r r y i ng ' S a nt y ' 0 'Ne i 1
.
7
. s c omma e r .They c o e a tran port anc s u g aroun a it from the s .

de to '
a v o i d h ea y a nt i - a r c r f t f i r e f r om a c e s :r o e r . I r a .

f 3 ght er s
iPRC o t hem s t r a f e d t he 7

.oa d c .e ck s o f t he t r s por t and s i -
e nc e d s omc o f t h© c o s r oy r s . As r3a nr Che l i u l l e d up a d
b a k e d l e f t out o f t he ba t t l e , Co 1 . 0 ' le i l l no t 3

.c e d t he de s t r oy e r
ad b e e n t and a s b r.n ng .

t he t r n . ' e y . .pped
.o

t o
t f e t,he de ck o f ano t he r s hi p h

.v
i y .o

d d • t h e cu c nt and
l and

.n
b ar ge s , anc ha nt y ' a t c e r no t h r o i s ov s of t o

t he s out h c ome i a f e r f e e t abo ve t a t e r o s c r e a d i e c t h i t
on a transrort. nd ll of its other bombs er close.

- 105

r - - -
; . l - ,

' -

i i l . .
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You'v done n spl nd d ob ....."

o p to present a rds to thoae men w o had a d th . t
r t cer ony the General gav a shor t to the en i he

p aised the fo the work they h d done - he or the m n oft he t h ngs t hat t he Fi t h Fo oe u do i t he itu e -
e to d th that oo the 36th Bo b t oup d h dit-io l t o qu dron . Gener ]

. e e d uet m de a trip to 1 -
on nd t e i fo tion that he the t ai ht 'poop '.

new ph se of the C o p p lic w s inau ted on the 20th
d of the month. T e M ta I tel i

.g noe section he d the f st
of a poesible ries of mo thly m et gs or the non combat m bera
o the squ d on for the du l p pose of enlight g t e men onhow the war w progressi g and to re ..e

them of he fe g
th t they were the for otten mea to the A 'orce. p tt this
t me they h d been fore d to relq on ver .

te ws papers, d
a occasio l ners broadcast d a few circ lat ng storiea o ig -
ell g f om the co .

bat cre for t eir picture of the a .Lt . L ndq t st nd Lt . i e t a on t he pas t i s t ory o t h o p ,the pre ent and p ssible ftture mov enta o t he ene nd thelli a. Th e t s we l att nded, ll receivad, and highly

r

., •
_
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c T lv .
0 -LEV L TT CK BEC PEC LIT

nother onth ca to bef g, a ain the b o of t e
3 th re not as at ng as th y had b i th st n r a strong
ae they e oi to be i the tu e. Ne erthele s, a loo e
c o e about rh t he rout e p t r ol mi s s i ona t ook a ba
seat ad tt ck m saions re e a i t order of the . r
the on h, 17 ttaok ieaio , 8 R com eiae nce issiona, n B
Patrol niaeions ade up t e order of att ck. Some of e at ack
missions did inflict on the ene dam g .g b o s and the p evious
oto mi sions did much to make t se a ucoeas. The o r- l sit-

v tion for the llie follo d muc the s e patte n a the p o-
v ous mon h; ateady pro rea s i tai d on a f ont , but the .fanatical resistanee of the 3ona o Nipp n, plua the d f iau].

tie
of fightin in the d sest o g es e e that yo r opponent co d
ot be aeen e if he w re fi e f t o ou, held all g ins to
a ab olu e min m.

There ere se ral da s of the mon hen no miss on ere
sch duled a d thia t ne w utilized i the di 'erent t pe ofbo b ng, form tion ly , d atrafi tactics. ctice for at-ion flying en bled the C oup to i crea e ita ef.
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= The Bomb-aight ahack -

For the 16th there ras no misei n, but ag n th 17th t
1 t equadron had another g at G mata r r e. C ng o t e
t t at 1210/K at 15 f et, th bo b dier dropp d fi teen 500
pou ders hich fell on a d par l ith the ru y. e cl ter
of bo ba ropp d on a rpp d mp d it s se n to e plode th
debrie f ying h nd eda of eet the a giving off e re el
white s oke. F teen more bomba fell along th orth side o the
r a ay and through the di r al a a. hough th re re o
f res st rted, the r y was def ite eervfceable a te the
att ck. u ro u a rvic ble a r r t re scatt red about the
ai drame b t as fa sa the c e me bers co tel , there ere
none condition to y.

Svident he Nips h d ade no ef ort during the past ew
d to get he etrip i condition for n o pl e approach d
'or t he at t ack , t e bo b erat er on the u y w e f ed t i t h

e . er e s n t a eat da of a t i - a r f t f e t ow
p t t he at t k g p a ea , ho er , a m chi e ei t i on di
a i lict seriou dama oa o e p e.

e 17th s alao a big da for the ist men o the 405th;
i t s t he ra d open ng of t he i c l . her e ras pl ent y of hi s -key , beer, a o o o a for a . The entertai t as
r i hed by a fou teen piece orchestra om the 15 th try
d i t e i t che l s ael ba d t he men .t

h a f e a i c i ana
icks. T is entert ent, a aa the "re ree mente"

en erl accepted d en o ed all a ou d. e ni t ao 0. N.y .
_

._
t ;

.
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• T

s rvic abi ity of the r ay a t the attack. T e en p anes
re ma g it a h bit of being o t of the ar rhen the B-25'a

ca e o r - n re sighted on the ion the s a o nt
o ch e gun f e t hr o p o t he gr o d pro ed r i -
effective.

.,

•

As ny ne can aee - $ rviceable -I
On the 2?th, L e, the old i k " appe r d on the a hed l

' a a n. This t e, bot squadrons ere asei ed to ork t e drome
v r f o mi i al t i t de (a t h g up t o 0 f eet • ot o ) a
the bo b o d ou d consist of ot d pa f a clu ters. Co in
o r ® t et n a e abreast form tion the p e of the 0 t
dro p d t ro hn dred eighty fi o t e 23 po nd clu t r a oa
the to area, the old han area, a d the t r ace ea. Resulta
o t he bomb n r r e r port ed v ba r d, but phot og aphs r e eal d
that t e mb ad de an e oellent oov rage of the a ei d ro8.
r g the b bi g ru the ent e area s atraf d a d it a re-

p rted t t at lea t one acb e position s ck d out of
the fight. at little sek ack enco nt red ery inaoc ate.Bea fight r re ak g the r s®co x pase o r the rea as the
rafers went to rk a order to avoid hitt ng them, t e B • 5 s
d to pull up s raf g before they had ov red the ent e ea.

e 71st o lo d the 05th i but a cba e i the bo b oad
f or eed t he f ormat i on t o st a u d 3 00 f eet t o do t he i r rk .For t he 1s t , t he tar t di v ded t o t o r t a - t he f i s t

- 1 -

.. t.
. -
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