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One of them had enpine trounls in the morning and turnad back
from the rendezvous, and 3in the afterncon they ren into a thunder=-
storm which kept four of them from reaching tha target. Dot the
twenty-two which successfully hit the convoy, scorsd sixteen direct
hits en ten ships, with twenby-five near misseg.

The convoy was srotited on Mareh lst and en the 2nd the B-17's
hit it op in the Dampler straits. Theve were twenty vessels in
the convey and escort them, but gix elth=r turned off or were sink,
for at dowm on the third there were enly fourteen lefts Eaaufighbers
carrying torpedosa struck them at dawm, and in mid-morning came
the firat coordinated attack. #As the story was told later by Captain
W, 8, Royalty, mavirator in the tail ship of the 7lst formation,
that morning rendervous was a great aight,
e were the first flipht owver ithe rend-
, ezvous point, which was some distance Ffrom
the eonvoy's Jast reported position south
of Finschafen. Ve cirecled avound vaiting
for the rest of the plenes in the coordi-
nated sttack," As wo made out first eir-
cla, we could sse, coming over the mountming
an almost unbelisvable mumber of planes.
Right, B=17's were retting into formation
slightly above us. Below, three seperate
flights of I-25's ware already in format-
jon and beginning to circle, Below them
a2 groat mmber of Feaufighters, 4A-20's,
end P=38's, 211 more or less in formation.
B4 few thousand feet above I counted 23
P-38's in formation of two'm, thres'a and

™ ; fourfs, IH was the most concentrated £li-
-==- Capt, Rovally --- pht of airceraft any of us had ‘ever seens

Thera muat have been 130 Allied planes
in the air that morning.

The Tlst went in at a 1ittle over 5000 faet, just beneath tha
B=17's. Down below them the 405%th was abtacking on an official
altitude of fwo hundred feet, an sctual altitude of aboub fifty
feet, The squadron commander, Major Ralph Chelil of New York, was
pilet of the Jead ship, carrying "Shanty" O'Neill as commander.
They chlose a tranzport and swung around at it from the aide to
avoid heavy anti-alreraft fire from a destroyer. Fesufiphters
alisad of them strafed the loaded dacks of the trensport and sil-
enced some of the destroyer suns, 4s Majer Chell rulled up end
banked left out of the battle, Col., 0'Neill noticed the destroyer
had been hit and was burning in the stern. They dippsd down to
atrafe the deck of snother ship heavily loaded with ecuimment and
landing barges, and "Shanty!" watched another of hig boye off to
the south come In a faw feet sbove the water to score a direct hit
on a transpert. And 211 of its ofher Ttomba were close.
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= Finschafen Pfrom the dack -

As the planen withdrew from t4e ares, thias heavy sxplosions
anitting columna of black smoka were seen. [These ervlasions ware
- causad by the bombs hitting a largs red building. fne of the
planes because of the adverse westher conditions was foresd Lo turn
. back affer a harrowing esmerdencs whils bedng‘eaupht in a dovn-
draft, Laught In the down draft, tha plans ment into s avin and

after falling several thousand feet, wis rightsd on a horizontal

level. Two of the orew hafled out of the ship and sere later re-

. rorted to be mafe after heing mickedinn by Auvatralisn Iroopss
After this the nlans want inbo a mecond srin, but it was brousght
under ‘control. The orew members vemsinine in the ship alsoted
to remain with it ard 1% was flowm mafaly back to the bage,

Farch had come to an end = a month thal would Jone be remom-

bered - a month that would go down in history. Iowever, the war
would oo on.

-110-

SEGRET

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

o0
Wy
(@)
%)
)
S
=
5
)
=
=
9]
9]
<
—
o
S
a
=
&)
<
A
-




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

" You've done a splendid Job evues”

Group to present awards to those men who had earmed them. After

the ceremony the General gave a short talk to the men in which he
. praised them for the work they had dome = he informed the men of

the things that the Fifth Air Fowee would do in the future «

he told them that soon the 38th Eomb Group would have an addite

ional two squadrons. Genersl Kemmey had just made a trip to Washe

ington and the information that he gave was the straight "poop’.

4 new phase of the Croup's g:licy was inangurated em the 20th
day of the month. The Military Intsl}igence section held the first
of a possible series of monthly meetings for the nonecombat members
of the squadrons for the dufal purpose of enlightining men on
how the war was progressing and to relieve them of the fi ing

that they were the forgotten men to the Air Force. Up this
tjmetheylndbeantoreed'borelyonvmlatanmpapera, and

an occasional news broadcast and a few eirculating etories origin-
ally coming from the combat crews for their picture of the war,

Lt, Inndquist and Lt. Dwire talked on the past history of tha Group,
the present and possible future movements of the enemy and the
Allies. This talk was well attended, well received, and highly
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CHAPTER XIV

LOW-LEVEL ATTACK BECOMES A SPECTALITY

Another wonth came into being, and agein the blows of the
38th were not as strong as they had been in the past nor as strong
as they were going to be in the future., Nevertheless, a welcome
change came about when the routine patrol missions tock & back
geat and Attack missions were again the order of the day. During
the month, 17 Attack Missions, 8 Reconnaissance Missions, and 8
Patrol missions made up the order of attack, Some of the attack
miasions did inflict on the enemy damaging blows and the previous
Thoto missions did much to make these a success. The over-all sit-
uation for the Allies followed much the same pattern as the pra-

'. vious month; steady progress was malntained on 211 fronts, but the
fanatical resistance of the Sons of Nippon, plus the difficuliles
. of fighting in the densest of jungles wers that your opponent could

not be seen even if he were five feet from you, held all gains to
an absolute minimum.

Thers were several days of the month when no missions were
scheduled and this time was utilized in the different types of
bombing, formation flying, and strafing tactica. Practice format-
ion flying enabled the Group to increase itas efficiency and reduce

- g in a practical mammer -
the casualties of the Group in the day-light raids on the enemy,
=115-
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< The Bomb-sight shack -

For the 16th there was no mission, but again on the 17th the
71lst squadron had another go at Gasmsta Airdrome. Coming over the
target at 1210/K at 1500 feet, the bombardiers dropped fifteen 500
pounders which fell on and parallel with the runway, One cluster
of bombs dropped on a supply dump and it was seen to explode with
debris flying hundreds of feet in the air and giving off extremely
white smoke. Fifteen more bomba fell along the north side of the
Tunway and through the dispersal area. Although there were no
fires started, the rimway was definitely umservicesble after the

. attaeck. HNumerous wmserviceable aircraft were scattered about the
airdrome but as far as the crew members could tell, thers wers
none in condition to fly.

. Evidently the Nips had made no efforts during the past few
days to get the strip in comdition for as our planes approached
for the attack, the bomb craters on the runway were filled with
water. There was nct a great deal of anti-aircraft fire tlrown
up at the attacking planes, however, a machine gun poaition aid
manage to infliet serious damage on one plane.

The 17th was also a big day for the enlisted men of the 405th;
1t was the grand opening of their elub. There was plenty of whis-
key, gin, beer, and Coco Colss for all. The entertairment was
furnished by a fourteen plece orchestra from the 158th Infantry
and Private Mitchell Dysmel baffled the men with a few clans
tricks. This entertainment, as well as the "refreshmenta™ was
eagerly accepted and enjoyed all around. The night wea 0. K. y
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servicesbility of the runway after the attack. The enemy planes
were making it a habit of being out of the area when the B-25's
came over - none were sighted on the mission and the small amount

of machine gun fire throm up from the ground proved very in-
effective.

= As anyone can see ~ unserviceable =

On the 27th, Lae, the old "Milk Run™ appearad on the schedule
again, This time, both squedrons were assipned to work the drome
over from minimum altitude (anything up to 50 feet = not over) and
the bomb load would consist of 23 pound parafrag clusters. Coming
over the target In a line abreast formation the planes of ths 405th
dropped two hundred and eighty five of the 23 pound clusters scross
the town area, the old hangar area, and the terrace area. Results
of the bombing were reported umobserved, but photographs revealed
that the bombs had made an excellent coverage of the assigned area.
During the bombing run the entire area was strafed and it was re-
ported that at least one machine gun poeition was knocked out of
the fight. What little ack ack encovntered was very inaccurate.
Beaufighters were making their second pass over the area as the
strafers went to work and in order to avoid hitting them, the B=25's
had to pull up frem strafing before they had coversd the entire area.

The 71lst followed the A05th in but a change in the bomb loads

forced the formation to stay up around 3400 feet to do their work.
For the 7lst, the target was divided into two parts - the first

- 122-
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= lae Drome as it is being
plastered with 23 1b para-
frags. Top picture 1s the
Supply area while the bot
tom photo shows the 0ld hang-
ar area under attack,
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« Lae Drome under parafrag attack,
Top photo reveals Beaufighters in-
terferring with the strafing rum,
Bottom photo shows perafrags string-
ing across the strip and terracs.
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