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t he 8 r d and or K e] 1 of t he 8 nd . T u r e or ed t o ne
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.
a t 1000 f eet dr oppi n one hand d and t nt 1 po d de a bomba
on the as ig ed target, e ai dro e a d inst l atione. The bo
did a be uti ul ob of th3s medi altitude bombing a the bombs
ade a perfect patter down t e c nt r of the ru y. en t

, '' . .` .,
.,-, .

. : .,
,

. _ -
,

.

,
=

,

•
;
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- Lae A dro e - p ect bombing •

1st had oompleted their run, the low i stra ers of the th
came for thei att ck. inety clu t rs o "daisp cuttera" ere

' pread out throu h the re tment area on oth aid®s of the a .I their u u l etyle, the strafers pra3ed the ent e area as they
de t he bombi g run . bout t t eo 7.

d be s een of t he t -
get after the attack was denae o ou a of heavy smoke. T e ack
ack s e tr mel intense and e ate -- it could be that the

per or s men di d not re l i sh t he p s t i as of l t e . ne pl an®
of the 1st had an ei teen oh ohine n plit i th re
of the selage and t s c lib r holes in tbe tail u facehile ati another had chine oles n he right ing an
aileron. Fo p nes of the 40 th w re da ged by the anti-a -
cr ft fi e enco ntered; one had a m c e g hole i he sel e
near the t il u poaition, another had a 20 hole in the right
v rtical tabali er, a oth with aohi e u holes the left
e .e t or and et bal i zer , d t he f o t h s f or ced t o d at
Kal mazoo because of the da ge euffered. T ere w s othe mino
shrapnel a d mach ne un damnge but none f it s erio .

3tr king de p nto Japanese occupied territory, the 71 t
was assi ned D pu illa e ile the 4 th ras given Kiaipit Vil-

- 5

- ,- ; _ .
. .
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i .
T

lage for targeta on the 27t . The Nati il ge in the rich
scenic rkh - a u Velley hich as kno to ouse ge stores

, of Japanes su plies, as ahowere with sicty-one 1 pot d wi
rappe bom' nd e en tho gh the re ts e gen rally m obs ved
by the cre me ber , the little illage n e seen to be g up ia

noke aa t he p a es i t h r ew o t e ar ea . he ap re f i g
it hard to hang on to an thin that s i ran of the B-25's.
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- Du pu i11 g •
... A shortage of supplias coring up ...

T e 405th c e n at min m altit de for thei att ak on
Ra pit. C tera of para ag bo ba re dropped de troy n one

- corrug ted bui ing hich ave o f h g clo ds of b k oke,
nati hnta i the vici ity were aet f e a d one tin-roofed
buildi g wa seen to ave a t ee foot bomb hol in the roof aft
the attaak.

The ip d e ident not ex ected an att ck on the ark-
h Ri r insta lationa for there as absolutely no ati• rcraft
fire di eoted at the pl nes fr ® either o ths targets. It ae
evident too, t at the ape w re tae ea for ust op os3
u pu illa crew bere sighted t e pereou el rea o the ap
ga rison - the kh i colored tents ere h dden emong the ees,
t elve of t e .
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. . . d r d bar d t Sq dr on e a . . .
T e encam r.t a t d f r t he t t h ] d cr s edt r n o a e d p t o , S . c e , i t he ur and

erea, ther h d been e steady lon of ne p e, e c t cre ,per o l or t o n squ dro s. t ough t g ech-e l on o t he t w sq a; r __ n n r r e ot
pr es ent , co .d f e l t h t t he h r i ng r pi d y . I n t a

-
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O the follo ing day eight p nes of the 05th re aelect d

- f.or an at ack -- bombing a d stra i g of Old Bobdubi. Fifty-s x
300 pou d rs re drop d a on the ridge i the ass3g ed area
but again, oke, dust, xd dense foila pre ented ob er ation o
the result . After t e bombi g attack, the pl ne atrafed the en-
tir© rea including the ialvlo Miss on Bui di g. 3ince there as
no o d f i e d r eet ed t t he p ne a, one oft e pl e r nt do

- t o gi Bu a i 1 .a ge a good s t s ob . 1 .l e t he c e w re
mak g the attack, they n ticed t t the grou l arou the coconut
o s on the ridge ppeared well sed and that the ap ad be-

gan buildi g a e buildinga n the rea. o ber Co m ad ordered
the oup to ke a other stri e agai t the sa e ea o the llth.

.

• -
-

_
. ; :

• '
:

• I . .
' . - , .

' l: .

:; .
;, w

r

:.
:

l

.

.
Old Bobdubi

• i a a t ar g t 19 3 •,
At 1 03 R ev n pl nes of the st crosa the target at 35 fest
and ropp d a to l of t nt -one 1000 pounds bo be. A ere seen

,
to hit the terget area but the results re hidden b the hea
smoke rom the e plo ions. Pla s of the 05th follo ed u the
attack of the 1st b coming i o r th® t get at fifty to three
hu d ed feet a droppi g t enty 1000 pound 8 - 11 seco d de y
bo b the target area. moke om the pre .ous at k ogeth
with the ploaions of the bombs pre nted ny dam ge saes ®nt.
s the a .p

l es app oached a om the esat, the for tio
na s i t er cept ed by a f or at i on of s ev n ene air craf t i dent i i e
as Zekes and Oscars. The en fightars app ared e r and de
a t ot l of f i v p es pr e i n t he at t . k t o i t hi 200 t

, .
- l '

,
P
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_ .
t

troyed a d the ent re target ea s cove •ed rith s oke. T ty-
' e i ght i di vi du st r af ng ps s s es r e m e on t he area but t he re-

ults ro u ob erv d.

On t e 20th, the 405th took p r in a oordin ted ttaok ag in t
the Me o Ri er outh d Beli u Island. T e 405th fo lo d the 345
oup to the target ea af er ha g ren ez oused ov r D a d Fie d

rith the 345th, t e 3rd At ek ro p, an t e t ree S rons of
fightere a sign d as cover. he 3 5 h (roup led the for atio to
ns Bay then t ned outh along the co st to the M dang area.hen t he t ar g t s i.ght ed, t he 05t h ormed i n s and r ead

so as to allo at leaat one inute nt rv ls bet en pai . he
the a si n d t rget , Mei o Ri er Mo th and Beliau Isl d e sigh-ted, each pair descend d to mini altitude so to best a oid
t he m di um an machi ne f e om k o n pos i t i on .n t he ea .T ent -five 30 pou d bomb r re dropped on Beli u Isl d but he
resulta rre u observ d due to bomb oke; one fe on hat as

+ belie d to be on ission cauai g l rge col m of b k s oke to
2 00 f ee t ; t ent - s i c er o d opp d al ong t he baak nd n t he t
ne r the mout of Mero River - the dama ; a u observed other t an' 7
_ar pu f s of bl ck noke . i g t he ent i e bomb rua , t e
ent e area r e thoro hly strafed . ly one p ane receive
da e du ng the a tac and t ia s not seriou , and after t e
atta all pl e re oi ed ele ents of fo and ret rn d to
base. •

.

.

. :. :
_- '

' .• •̀
;

,, ,_. . • .
. r . : c . ;

1
.

- Bogad m Construction C mp -

- 3-

- - - ., ,,
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.
, .._

he follo g da , the planes of the 05th aquad on took tothe a a i i an attack on t e construction camps at Bo d -Yau . T e at e of the bo bs forced the pl nea to bomb rom a -tit des of 1000 feet. Three of the planes re forced to salthe r bombs because of fau ty racka, ho ever, one of the clustere
e plod d tti g fi e to one ut in the camp north o the t g t
rea. ty-t ree of the olu t r hit the north c pi t f i e , hi t e s oko and debr f s r esul t i g . el v c l us t er a of
the aga d o p d the IDiddle of ths camp ea and anoth twelc .us

tsr hit the southern p t o ho c p area, but reaultsboth casea rre unobser d. The r m er of the bomba fell a othe river bank orth of the target. As the p a ee f ish d thefbombi g r ns, do the ent to strafe al i g s b t en Bo ad-m and Yau th at l ast ee f es obaer d as a result of thes fing. 3tores ne r the bu ] ga at the endof the etty at themout h of t he Pal pa r r r e set af i e dur i g t he s tr af i g at ack .The target itae as nest .ed ong the rugged terra of the mount-ai s and the p nes ere able to strafe a altit ea they rrea c tomed to.

: r :
T

1

,
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;
l e f t burn i g f i v l ea sout h of Lae . hor t af t er t he at t c
sa made on the e ba ee, a B-25 s seen to aeh t e ter
a res lt of a collision ith other B-25 - none of the perso nel

er e aeen t o get out of t he pl e , A f i ght of B. ? ' s s i ht d
o r t he ae a drome udde l y t her e a a t err i c e p oa on
about the drome, debris ae se n to , to the a r and a huge
colu o moke re ch d aky ard. The s oke cou d be seen at a dis-

; tance of t e ty m es, and it w s believed t t the ' d ec red
a hit on el n a u ition du p. T e p es then proceeded along

, the coast to rd opoi h re direct hite re scored on bargea dr' up to i et ove. It s bout thie ti e t at one of the p nes
' of the 1 t developed eng ne. -

•.- : : = .
t r oubl e i t he r i ght e ng ne

- " • a nd s f or c ed t o tu ba ck=
__'

- ' t o he bas e . They f ®w b ck1
_

" " • t o o odura , made a f r
_ . _ : . - ,. ..

T°
_

• _ r pai r s and t en proe e ded t o
-

_, t ha D nd St r i p . t her p e' : .= ._
`

. , of t he mi s s i on proceeded on a-. . .,- -- - o g the coa t and sight aome- -• : - .;̀ . .q :. :: , oamouf g bar gea t he vi oi -" ~ - '
, : : ni t y of Y bo . o of t he

"=-_
p nes at raf ed t he bar ges and

.
j

" '' t n they w re follo ed by
. t more ho opped bomba on. the ill-fat®d craft. The

. - ba ge s s een t o cont i a
- idden n close to shore,

ber of Japa. It s i the
t e barges re difficult to

c t of Y bo ea that
part of the for tion as ter-aight, ut the ............. cept by ene fi htera. I

'
_

this occ ss on, the aps em-
' - pl yed Zekes, Osc ra, p s,

on Nate, and at least t
easerac midts; a fact th t

, -• . a aed ome of t he cr e en i
t he 'S Set t r s " t o r ub t he

f° '̀
_ . , , _

e as t oni ehment . At l es at
'̀

_ . one of t he en m f i t er a
e

a
_

'̀ shot ou of t e ky .` '''" t r i p back t he f o t i on .s
_ _ _

follo d b a fe of the en m
.

'
. p e s but t h y soon d opped

. __ ._` =
_
°' b ck and di d not t y t o make= : .• • a pa s . To th r i ght over t he

. ° t er e era l P- 3 ' s kes
„ . " '' r e seen t o be mea •_ : :s . a i ng i t u
• t o of the Zekes re seen to

dive into the ter ith oke
-Ca ouf .ge didn't help-

- ] .

-
. . ..

_ :
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•. BOg i Road •
O the 9th both the 05th a d st qva rona sent up t h

pl nes oh to p ticip te i a b g sw ep beteeen LepsivsRei a Po nt - the e nt th t no barg e ould be fo nd, the p ne
were to attack the Boga • Yau road bridge . e 05th found

. one c mou l ged bar beached bet en L paiu Reisa Poi te d
dropped a tot l of si 50 p er the reau ta of hich re unob-ser d. The atta k then s tu ed to tho direction of bridges alongthe Bogad i - Yau road. T e tor lve bombs fe mong the con-t uction camp northeast of th bridges d t elvo fe l betw enthe p the brid es. alf.o

f a l rge r cta t d n i
the amp rea ae blo n off by he bombi and the r ai de e_ left bur i g. T ber and debris s flying the e ity of thebridg s during the bombing, and a tru k ust north of he bridge

s strafed rith nobser ed r ults,
The lat e me over the Bogad i - Y u road bridg s at ] 6

hours and dropped eleven 500 pounders t the #1 bridge of hichfour re observ d to fa one hu dred to one hund d fi ty feet
e at of the bridge, fo r near the road 3 feet south of the br getwo e the north end of the bridge, and one fell obee ed. Ten
of the 500 pou dera ere dropp d at the 2 bridge, of hich fi
ere e n to fall i the camp at the east end of the bridge, firing
s x ass huts, four i C pnon o l ne r the bridge, fi i g t o

-1 -

- --r
. 1 1 '1

. . . ..
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,

a

j

.

JI

.

•

.t ..

S

•

1

- 1 t t
.

i he t a e t -

one e unobserved. Some of the bo bs ore ret d to
a f al s e al er t t ha t ene y f 3ght er s ver e t he area .'e ent e co s e of t he a ack , t he en my f a i l ec'. t o f i e

o t of a ck a ck a t t he orm t i on .

T o days p so it out a y nis ion a .ng place for either of
t h quadr ona ut a ai n on t ho 1. t h, t ho 71s t oent t ve l vc pl e
out f or a s t e on t he Eogadj im - Yaul a r oad br i dges Tos . 1 and 3 .3hort af t er t he t _ eof f one of the pl e s a s f or ce t v r e t rn
t o baae becaus e of en i ne troubl e . l f t er t he pl

.nes r e or-
mat i n t hoy 1r oc eded t o it . Yul e f or a r en '

.e s i t h he i ght er
cov r . I om t hi s oi nt t he i m .t i on nt t o { r i l i na , and f m
t h e al t er ed t

.e cou e t o Be a en , t hence o Bogadj :i e e t he
altit des of the p ane vas reduced f o l0, 0 to 3,000 f et. Bo-
f or s ak i an runs over •t t a •get , i,he pl es m de one l e t e
e i e .e of r ea , a c t h n s t t i g i ndi v d al ru s a f ol l ow-
t h l eader at t err_, ch shi p made t ru on t he t get ]r o -
p ng four 00 pounders on 1 r dge - a total of fort bei g
cr opped at t h3s Ur i dge . S of he ombs r e l l n a oode ar ea -
nor t h e s t of t he br i c ;e , s x f e on t h r oad f f t t o one hundr ed
y ds nor t i v e s t of t he br i dg d s e v er l o t h er s f e l l un ot s e r ed .

br 3
.
dg e , s e v er a l bom s er e opp®d u t none of h i c h h t t he

br adg o d i r e c t
, . r o ember s r opor t od a c h- e ;uun f e om a

po di t i on x e a a t r o of ed hou e ne x o.
h 3 11 b t e e t he i nt j

a d or i r i v er s - t h i s po s i t 3on a s l a t er s i
.e nc ed . J u s t ho c -

c e s s l • e mi s s i on a , aa ha .
d •to t l b e ca u s e of t he t er r a .

- 5
. w

I 1 7 . .

. . .
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_
: `

The , 5t h f o .l o red t h 1st ca i t aa t e r at t ack
f o e l e n a of t r ee a pl s ea h . C g n t m n mu t i •t e , t h pl b bed and t ed p r o l .n anppl i e e o st ri p# 1 , t - t ree 3 0 pau ba ba w re d opp d et t r de s i gna et get ca en l ar ge f re s a d n m r o s s m 1 f a, wi t

- t ©e h a c ol u® s ot bl ck s oke r i s i ng t o 300 e et . Th
pi l ot s re por ed aee i g t he B- b bi ng Al e i h en To p
app o t l p h ee i u e s be ar t he 1 5t h i rpl e rea d t het r get and t hat t hi s a b bs d nt aont i d d i and rt h t h at ck . D

. t he aour e o t at t aok, mod ra , heai n c curat e ck k f i r e wa s d o ed a t he r t i b t es bot h p . es , Th edi e a q i t ecvr at as t o t t , b
w s bu eti to the sidea o ' r pl a,

.
- - - - - - - -.
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; " rn• ,
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1

, " i ' 'i • .
=

.

, . . - • , - , ' p: .

- .e gh A St i p 1 •

ration g i st the en y re d in high a or ont he o11o .n d s c en pl nes o t he G o p ps i d ret ur n i s i t
t o t he e a ar ea - t i t t h t r get ras a ppi g r p t ed t ob in the rb a, I light rep rt f recco pl ea repart d
th t n o ber o tr nsport had mov d i to th rb - th e s t
t p d n ber re k o , b t order a cal ed f ar i i l -tit de att ck on w te r micht be h re.
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' A t er t a g f r 3t r i p at 0 00 ho e , o pl a e ,
` l t h t he 5t h l ea i n , t t he i co r e f o i l i u , t he t o

pi ck up t he i P- 38 f i ght er c o r . Af er c f or t t y i a t
t he f o t l on f l ew a co r e up t he R m al l e y t o e k . Ju t So t
of t he r i nce e er cu t i , t he f r o br ol up i nt o t wo
ai pl an e l eme t a f o t he i r bo bi and at r r n o r t c
centration of e my hipping i e ak a bor. The 05th fli hts
app oached We ak rbor from n nd appi t i i m ltit o r
Bor a St r i p , Ei ght Zekes an To e i nt er ce d t h f o t i on o r
e k and eontinu d the .r att ck i a u ning f ht that ast d f r
t nty i e minutca ter leaving the tar et. To ca e urth r
c onc er n, t he Ni p w re pr e p d and ai t i ng f or t he l o l e e l at r f er e
and the mi t the pl nes appecred ver th mo ain , they ere met

t h a t err i f i a amount af ack ack f i re of every cal i ber . To c pl et e
the pict e the Japs had prepared in f ll - it no iced that
barrage ba ons were floating aba the ships i t b r; th y
were about ten eet diameter, e t nded to ei hts of 4 feet,
and there ballon at ached to eaeh esael.

C t wo ai pl ane e l nt a , t e f i s t l i ght of t h
4o5th made the r b bing a trafi g r on ore o Able nchored

u t E t of Cape Boram. O 1 00 p und bc b i Capt a .ddl br oo
ai pl ne br o t h s ac es a d f e l l t h ou h t he bo b b y daor t
prior to reaching the t get - the second bo b as seen to so re a

s r m .s s . The t wo bombs dr opped by t h s econd pl an i n t hi s i l.i t
er© both over the t r t. 3 S t, E ger, t rret g ner f r p a

ddl ebr ook hot do n o Zeke at t ac n r a 5 0 cl ock l eve l er t h
rau agoon. The Ze e s seen to tu n a ay smo in an ar h in o

treea. Thi eame g r er lso it one To attackin f om th re
over the ater u t st of ew .

. ,
r ,. . :.

• 1

. . . ,
'

.

' "

. ,,,. ,:.. '

. - . -

• O rahoo ing the t rg t -

The econd f ght made their bo bi and s ra in r n an the
am Foa Abl e . Thi s t m , t o o t be 1000 p u ders hi t t he Foa

- 1

. .
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generally nobserved. Over in the d ect on of Heath's p ntation
huge e plosions co ld be seen as a re ult of the hea y bomba .en

t
b the B-24's. A ter making the att ek on Yalu, the pl ne th
atrafed the Markh m road lead ng to I e and then returned home.

O th 7th after one day ntermission, eight p ea of e
405th participated a bomb g d atrafing attaok on t e arkh m
Valley oad . Rendezvous as m de ith the fi ht r co r over the
Du nd etrip and the enti e fo ation then headed for the t get
v i a r i ]

. n . s t he t ar ge as appr oached t he pl . es pee l e of f
for i di d l r ns over the target, each $tra i g and droppi g
clu ters of paraf ag on the road. e attack was de at heights '
om f fty to four hu dred feet. There as no en y acti t noted

on the road, and at the same time is as oted that ea h's pl nt-
ation s v rt al demolished as a re lt of the hea pou d g
9
.
t recei ed on the 5th. iendly troops re observ d to bs rk-ing on the Nadzab atrip. ter each plane had ade t o ru s over the
ta get, the formation s reassembled d the pl nes ead for ho e.

',.
- - ... _ . . . ;: , : - .. . s .

.
- - _ _. -_ - --- - - -- -. . .. -_ , _...___ -- -- -- . . .• -. --. .:. .,. . .. . . . - - - -- - .. - ' , • . . ' " r . . . - -

, •, • : ` • • • ' : • •` • - ` -;̀ - . . . -*
- - ' '` ,- ' ` ' ' . ..• .
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. " _ -

s

_ '• /

- ' - : _, -
, ,

`
l • . .

.
•

. . - ' .
; ,.

. . _ "
.. . - . -R . . . . . . . .

The 5cenic rkh m Valley oad -

n t e f ol l o i day t he 71st as cal ed upon t o ee d t e l ve
planes to ork over the kh V ey ad i a atr .g a d p a-fra attack s the p nes approached the t rg t, it was decid d
that the best p of attack u d be ai g e plane r a over the
road, or the ark m road as no .

der h n a Jeep - so it seem d.Para age ere d opped and strafing att cks ere a e duri g the
ent e ru , few ack a k po 3tiona d chine g n positions ere
etrafed though they d not offer ny o much resistance - the
eatest resist nce en ount red as e perienced f om a po -pom po -ition on the e .reck; the posi ion as thorou hly traf.ed a d

silenced, d then all the pl nes of the for ation ret rned to base
aafel .
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.
C.i After two days of ab utel no acti ty, one plane of the

.s
t s a si n d to the task of lying a eather recco from the

D a d b se, to Maril n n, Ka p t, ae, Finachh f n, a retar .he mission s co plete because of e t e l b d rather condit-ions - the p ot experiencing icin conditiona t 15, feet A1-though this mis ion broke up the monotony as far as the acti it
reco d of the oup ere concern , it d d noth g to help the com-bat p sonnel escape thei boredo . e next t s r t in

ek t me, a d some of the pereonnel de ot d the t me to the o
per o l ashi g, l e t t er r i t i g , d ca d pl .ng .

the mo g of the 27th, the monoton s b oken hen t e
r up w s o ered to carr out not er attack ag i st the enen
ai d omes i the ewak r . Eleven planes of the 1st, togetith t elve from the 05th, took o f rom Du and strip to p rtici-pate t e attack. i ing at Bena Bena, the pre determ ed rend-ezvous poi t, the formati n circled for th

.rtp m tes w .
ti forthe additional pursuit cov r of -IO s to t e o f a d get i to

,
f o at i on . ut of t he el even p ne s of t he 1at , onl e i ght of t h

' pl es reached the t rget. o flights w re formed d the planest n at m .imu altit de over the Prince Alex n er mount ns.Cro ing But ome the f st ight d pp d one hundred and eight
p d ag clusters the north south disper al reas.Yer little straf g was done on this si ce the depressian a gles too great due to the n ce sarily steep dive f o the mo ntatopa. It as decid then to m ke a second run over the ta g t.
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