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& - Prisco River Bridge - Muk Nuk -
Winimm altitude attack with
500 pound demolition bosbs.
2
®

- Kela Foint - Salamauva -
A pin-pointed target hit with
deadly accuracy from 5000 feet.
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the 823rd, received the older and experienced men. Ths commanding
officers for the new organizations were Captain Barney Johnson of
the 223rd and Major Krell of the 822nd. Thua were formed two new
bombardment squadrons for the 38th, making it the first time that
the group enjoyed the sirength of four squadrons since the daye when
the 38th was a complete smooth working organization at the Jacksom
Army Alr Bass.
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= llhat's all the excitemant =
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= Where are they = 1ot me at em =

= Durand Strip via GI truck =
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at 1000 feet dropping one hundred and twenty 100 pound demc bombs
on the assigned target, lae airdrome and installations. The boys
did a beautiful job of this medium altitude bombing and the bombs
made a perfect pattern down the center of the runway. When the

= lae Airdrome =~ perfect bombing =

7lst had completed their run, the low flying atrafers of the 405th
came in for their attack. Ninety clusters of "daisy cutters" were
spread out through the revetment area on both gides of the runway.
In their usual style, the strafers sprayed the entire area as they
made their bombing run. About all that could be seen of the tar-
got after the attack was dense clouda of heavy smoke. The ack
ack wag extremely intense and accirate == 1t could be that the
Fmperors men did not relish the pastings as of late. One plane
of the 7lst had an eighteen inch machine gun gplit in the rear

of the fuselage and two small caliber holes in the tail surface,
while still another had machine gun holes in the right wing and
aileron, Four planes of the 405th were damaged by the enti-air-
craft fire encountered; one had a machine gun hole in the fuselage
near the tail gun position, another had a 20mm hole in the right
vertical stabalizer, another with machine gun holes in the left
elevator and stabalizer, and the fourth was forced to land at
Kalamazoo because of the damage suffered. There was other minor
shrapnel and machine gun damage but none of it was serious,

Striking deep into Japanese oe-cupied territory, the 7lst
was assigned Dumpu Village while the 405th was given Kiaipit Vil
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lage for targets on the 27th, The Native Village in the richly
scenic Markham - Rewu Valley which was known to house large stores
of Japanese supplies, wea showered with sixty-one 100 pound wire=-
wrapped bombs and even thongh the results were generally unobserved
by the crew members, the 1ittla village w2s seen to be going up in
smoke as the planes withdrew from the area. The Japs were finding
it hard to hang on to anything that was in range of th! B=25's,

= Dumpu Village =
«s+ A shortage of supplies coming up ...

The 405th came in at minimum altitude for their attack on
Kalapits Clusters of parafrag bombs were dropped destroying one
corrugated tuilding which gave off huge clouds of black smoke,
native huts in the vicinity were set afire, and one tin-roofed

building was seen to have m three foot bomb hole in the roof after
tha athﬁko

The Nips had evidently not expected an attack on their Marke
ham River installations for thers was abaolutely no anti-aircraft
fire directed at the planes from either of the tarpgets. It was
evident too, that the Japs were in the area for just opposite
Dumpu Village crew members sighted the personnel area of the Jap

garrison - their khaki colored tents were hidden smong the trees,
twelve of them.
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THE 38TH GROWS

e+ 822nd and 823rd Bombardment Squadron Arveas ...

The encampment at Durand for the t few months
tremendoualy in size and population, gaﬂ.:eu m::l mh?ﬂemd
area, there had been a steady flow of new plance, new combat crews,
and persomnel to form two new squadrons. Although the flying ech-
olon of the two new squadrons -- 822nd and £23rd == were not
present, all could feel that the 38th was growing rapldly., In the
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On the following day eight planes of the 405th were selected
for an sttack == bombing and strafing of 01d Bobdubi. Fifty-six
300 pounders were dropped along the ridge in the assigned area
but again, smoke, dust, and dense follage prevented obssrvation of
the results. After the bombing attack, the planes strafed the en-
tire gres including the Malolo Mission Building. Since there was
no ground fire directed at the planes, ome of the planes went down
to give Busma Village s good sirafimg job. While the crews wers
making the attack, they noticed that the ground around the coconut
groves on the ridge appeared well used and that the Japa had bee
gan building a few buildings in the area. V Bomber Commend ordered
the Group to make snother strike ageinst the same area on the 1lth,

01d Bobdubi
- This was a target in 1943 =

At 1003/K seven planes of the 7lsi crossed the target at 3500 fest
and dropped a total of tweniyeone 1000 pounds bombs. All were seen
to hit in the target area but the results were hidden by the heavy
smoke from the explosions, Flanes of the 405th followed up the
attack of the 7lst by coming in over the target at fifty to three
hundred feet and dropping twenty 1000 pound & - 11 gecord delay
bombs in the target area, Smoke from the previous attack together
with the explosions of the bombs prevented any damsge assessment.
4As the airplanes approached Salamaua from the east, the formation
was intercepted by a formation of seven enemy aircraft identified
as Zekes and Oscars. The enemy fighters appeared eager and made
a totsl of five pasces pressing the attacks to within 200 feet

o b :{:‘("{ﬁ?-
SeEcaeT ! ®
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- troyed and the entire target area wae covered with smoke. Twenty-
. eight individual strafing pesses were made on the area but the re-
sults were unobserved.

On the 20th, the 405th took part in a coordinated attack against
the Meiro River mouth and Beliau Island. The 405th followed the 345th
Group to the target area after having rendezvoused over Durand Field
‘ with the 345th, the 3rd Attack Group, and the three Squadrons of
| Pighters assigned as cover, The 345th Group led the formation to
. Hansa Bay then turned South along the comst to the Madang area.
When the target was sighted, the 405th formed in pairs and spread
- 80 aa to allow at least one minute intervals between pairs. TWhen
| the assigned targets, Meirc Rivar Mouth and Belisu Island were sigh-
i ted, each pair descended to minimum altitude so as to best avoid
the medium and machine gun fire from known positions in the ares.
Twenty-five 300 pound bombs were dropped on Baliau Ialand but the
| results were unobserved due to bomb smoke; one fell on what was
i believed to be Amron Mission causing large column of black smoke to
. 2000 feet; twenty-six were dropped along the bank and in the water
near the mouth of Mero River - the demage was unobserved other than
large puffs of black smoke. During the entire bombing rum, the
‘ entire area was thoroughly strafed. Only one plane received any
‘L damage during the attack and this was not serious, and after the

attacks all planes rejoined in alements of four and returned to
base, "’

—
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The following day, the planes of the 405th squadron took to
the air again In an attack on the construction camps at Bogadjim-
Yaula. The nature of the bombs forced the planes to bomb from al-
titudes of 1000 feet, Three of the planes were forced to salve
their hombs because of faulty racks, however, one of the clusters
exploded setting fire to one hut in the camp north of the target
area. Tweniy-three of the clusters hit in the north camp area
with fire, white smoke and debris resulting. Twelve clusters of
the frags drovped in the middle of the camp area and anothar twelve
clustera hit the southern part of the camp area, but results in
both cases were unobserved. The remainder of the bombs fall along
the river bank north of the target. As the planes finished their
bombing mms, down they went to strafe all villages between Bogad=
Jim and Yaula with at least seven fires observed as a result of the
strafing., Stores near the buildings at the endof the Jetty at the
mouth of the Palpa river were set afire during the strafing attack,
The target it=elf was nestled among the rugeed terrain of the momte-
ains and the planes were unable to strafe from altitudes they were
accustomed to.

= Komiatumn Track -
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left burning five miles south of Lae. Shortly after the attack
was made on these barges, a B-25 was seen to erash in the water
as a result of a collision with another B=25 = none of the persomnel
were seen to get out of the plane, A flight of B-24's was sighted
over the Iae airdroms and suddenly there was a terrific explosion
about the drome, debris was seen to fly into the air and a huge
column of smoke reached skyward. The smoke could be geen at a dis=-
tance of twenty miles, and it was believed that the B-24's had scored
& hit on a fuel and ammmnition dump, The planes then procesded along
the coast toward Hopoi where direct hits were scored on barges dramn
up to an inlet cove. It was about this time that one of the planes

GAlE e S of the 7lst developed engine

: =S5 trouble in the right engine

and was forced to turn back
to the base. They flew back
to Dobodura, made a few minor
repairs and then proceeded to
the Durand Strip. Other planes
of the mission proceeded on a-
long the coast and sighted some
camouflaged barges in the vici-
nity of Yambo. Two of the
planes strafed the barges and
then they were followed by
. two more who dropped bombs on
the 11l-fated craft. The
barge was seen to contain a

-fifaden in oloss ta shove, eow el S
the bargea wore difficult to part ter
Bight, buti the secessnsesiia of the formsticn wms iu

cepted by enemy fighters., In
this occassion, the Japs em=
ployed Zekes, Oscars, Hap's,
one Nate, and at least two
Messerachmidts; a fact that
cauged some of the erewmen in
the "Sun Setters" to rub their
eyes In mstonishment. At least
one of the enemy fighters wes
shot out of the sky. On the
trip back the formation was
followed by a few of the enemy
planes but they soon dropped
back and did not try to make

a pass. To the right over the
water several P=38's and Zekes
were seen to be messing it up;
two of the Zekes were seen to
dive into the water with smoke
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On the 9th both the 405th end 7lst squadrons sent up twelve
planes each to participste in a ‘barge sweep between Lepeius and
Reiss Point - in the event that mo barges could be found, the planes
were to attack the Bogadfim = Yaula road bridges. The 405th found
one camouflaged barge beached between Lepsius and Reiss Points and
dropped a total of six 500 pounders the results of which were unobe
served, The attack then was turned to the direction of bridges along
the Bogadjim = Yaula road, The twelyve bombs fell among the con=-
struction camp northeast of the bridges and twelve fell betwsen

the camp and the bridges. Half of a large rectangular building in
the camp area was blown off by the bombing and the remainder was

left burning, Timber and debris was flying in the vieinity of the
bridges during the bombing, and a truck just north of the bridge
was strafed with unobserved resul

The 7lst came over the Bogadjim - Yaula road bridges at 1406
hours and dropped eleven 500 pounders at the #1 bridge, of which
four wers obaserved to fall one hundped to one hundred fifty feet
east of the bridge, four near the road 300 feet south of the bridge,
two near the morth end of the bridge, and one fell unobserved., Ten
of the 500 pounders were dropped at the #2 bridge, of which five
vere seen to fall In the camp at the east end of the bridge, firing
six grass hute, four in Campnon Knoll near the bridge, firing two

«150=
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- BEitting in the target -

d one fell unobeerved. Some of the bombs were returned to
to o Talse alert that enemy fighters were in the aveas
e entire course of the attack, the enemy failed to fire
ot af ack ack at the formalion.

.+ Two days passed without any misaion taking place for either of
the squadrons tut mgain on the 12th, the 7let sent twelve planes
out for a atrike on the Bogadjim ~ Yaula road bridges Mes. 1 and 3.
Bhortly after the takeoff cne of the planes was forced to return
to base because of engine troubls, After the planes were in fore

‘mation, they proceeded to WMbs Yule for a renlezvous with the fighter

| covers Ircm this point the formation went to Marilisna, and fram

there altered the course %o Bena Fena, thence to Dogadjim vhere the
altitudes of the plsnes wes reduced from 10,000 to 3,000 feet. De-
fore malking any runs over the target, the planes made one complete
elrele of tha area, and then gtarting individval runs in a follow-
the=leader pattern, Iach ghip mede two runs on the target drop=
ping four 500 pounders on ifl tridge - o total of forty being
dropped al this bridge. OSix of the bombz fell in z wooded ares
northwest of the bridge, six fell on the rosd Fifty to one hundred
yards northwest of the bridge, and seversl others fell uncbserved.
On bridge #3, several bombs were dropped but none of which hit the
bridge directly. Crew members reported rachine gun fire from o
podition near a tin roofed house near o hill between the Hintjim
and Gori rivers - this pogition wep later silenced. Just how suc-
cegsful fhe mission was, was hard to tell becmuse of the terrain.
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- Strafing acrosa the tree tops -
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The 405th followed the 7lst and came in for their attack in
four elements of three airplanas each, Coming in at minimum mlti=
tude, the planes bombed and strafed persomnel and supplisa on strip
#l, Seventy-three 300 pound bombs were dropped at their designated
target causing seven large fires and numerous small fires, with
three heavy columns of black smoke rising to 300 feet. The 405th
pilots reported seeing the B=24's bombing Alexishafen Township
approximately three minutes before the 405th airplanes reached the
target and that this heavy bombardment continued during and after
the 405th attack. During the cowrse of the attack, moderate, heavy
inaccurate ack ack fire was directed at the formation but was above
the planes, The medium fire was quite accurate as to altitude, but
waa bursting well to the sides of our planes,

= Alexishafen Strip #1 =

Operations against the enemy remained in high gear for on
the following day sixteen planss of the Group paid e return visit
to the Wewak area - this time the target waa shipping reported to
be in the harbor, Inflight reperts from recco planes reported
that a mmber of transports had moved into the harbor = the exact
type and number were unknown, but orders called for & minlmm ale
titude attack on whatever micht be there,

=165=
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i After taking off from Durand Strip at 0700 hours, our planes,
with the 405th leading, set their course for Mariliuan, there to

. pick up their P-38 fighter cover, After circling for thirty mlnutes

F the formation flew a course up the Ramu Valley to Wewak, Just South
of the Prince Alexander Mountains, the formation broke up into two
airplane elements for their bombing and strafing run over the con=
centration of enemy shipping in Wewek Harbor, The 405th flights
approached Wewak Harbor from inland dropping to minimm altitude over
Boram Strip, Eight Zekes and Tomys intercepted the formation over
Wewak and continued their attacks in a running fight that lasted for
twenty five minutes after leaving the target. To cause further
concern, the Nips were prepaved and waiting for the low-level sirafers
and the minmute the planes appearsd over the mountains, they were met
with a terrific amount of ack ack fire of every caliber, To complete
the picture the Japs had prepared in full ~ it was noticed that
barrage ballons were floating above the ships in the harbor; they
were about ten feet in diameter, extended to heights of 400 feet,

. and there was a ballon attached to each vessel.

E5 2

Coming in two airplane elements, the first flight of the

. 405th made their bombing and strafing run on one Fox Able anchored
just East of Cape Boram, One 1000 pound bemb in Captaln Middlebrooks
airplane broke the shackles and fell through the bomb-bay doors just
prior to reaching the target = the second bomb was seen to scare a
near miss, The two bombs dropped by the second plane in this flight
wore both over the target. S Sgt, Fmminger, turret gunner for Captain
Middlebrook shot down one Zeke attacking from 5 o'clock level over the
Karau Lagoon, The Zeke was seen to turn away smoking and crash into

trees, This same gunner also hit one Tony attacking from the rear
over the water just East of Wewak,

= Overshooting the target =

The second flight made their bombing and strafing rumn on the
game Fox Able, This time, two of the 1000 pounders hit the Fox

-166w
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A "Green Dragon comes in low
over the water for 1ts bomb-
ing and strafing attack on a
Fox Able,
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= Bombg away and the
Strafer pulls up over the
mast of the ship as a 1000
pounder scores a direct hit
amidghip,
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e = A heavy barrage of ack ack fire,

4 machine gun fire, barrage balloons,
.~ oand enemy fighters, made the mission
-, anexcliting ome,
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= The A-20's smoked the area prior to the jump -
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generally unobserved. Over in the direction of Heath's plantation
huge explosions could be seen as a result of the heavy bombardment
by the B-2,'s, After making the attack on Yalu, the planes then
atrafed the Markham road leading to Iae end then returnsd home.

On the Tth after a one day intermission, eight planes of the
405th participated in a bombing and strafing attack on the Markham
Valley Road. Rendezvous was made with the fighter cover over the
Durapd strip and the entire formation then headed for the target
via Marilinan. As the target was aprroached the planes peelsd off
for individval runs over the target, each strafing and dropping
clusters of parafrage on the road. The attack wes made at heights -
from fifty to four hundred feet. There was no enemy activity noted
on the rosd, and at the same time is was noted that Heath's plant-
ation was virtually demolished as a result of the heavy pounding
31 received on the 5th, TFriendly troops were observed to be work-
ing on the Nadzab strip., After each plane bad made two runs over the

. target, the formation was reassembled and the planes headed for home.

= The Scenic Markham Valley Road =

. On the following day the 71st was called upon to send twelve
planes to work over the Markham Vallsy Road in & gtrafing and parae=
frag attack, As the planes spproached the terget, it was decided
that the best plan of attack would be single plane rims over the
road, for the Markham road was no wider than 2 Jeep = go it scemed,
Parafrags were dropped and strafing attacks were made during the
entire run, A few ack ack positions and machine gun positions were
etrafed although they did not offer any too much resistance = the
greatest resistence encountered was experienced from a pom-pom POS=
ition on the lae wreck; the position was thoroughly strafed and

ailenced, and then all the planes of the formetion returned to bage
anfely-
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From the 9th to the 13th there wes no activity - everyone
enjoyed a well deserved rest from the strong and powerful attack of
the paat few weeks. On the 9th of the month word wes received that
Ttely had surrendered uwmconditionally to the Alliss = it was a shot
in the arm for all of the boys. Finally when the resting began to
got a bit tiresome, the group received orders to send up two asquad=
rong for a bargs sweep from the Sepik River to Angorsam to Uape Gor-
don, Twenty planes, twelve from the 7lst and eight from the 405th
were to psrticipate in the attack,

The 7lst opendéd up the attack by dropping four 500 pounders
at three bargss off shore north of Awar Point with uncbserved re-
sults. Six of the 500 pounders wers dropped on Awer Point silenc-
ing two heavy ack ack positions that were making a nulsance of them-
selves - four 500 pounders were dropped at seven barges in a cove
Immediately west of Awar Point with unobserved results, while six
more were dropped at ten barges in a cove north of the main jetty
erea, two of which were believe to have scored direct hits. The
hunting was good and three or four barges tied to the first jetty
north of Awar Point received the attention of amother 500 pounder.
St111 another was dropped at Tku Village, scoring a direct hit on
a building. Scattered barges slong the coast received the attention
of the straferas, but the results were generally unobserved.

= Barge Hunting -

Airmen of the 405th sent their planes over the target at
heights ranging from fifty to ome hundred feet, bombing and strafing
during the entire run. Fifteen 500 pound bombs were dropped, of
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300 pounders dropped from
fifty feet played havoc with
the bridges all along the road.
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After two days of absolutely no activity, one plane of the
7lat was assigned to the task of flying a weather recco from the
Durand base, to Mariliman, Kaiapit, Iae, Finschhafen, and return.
The mission was incomplete because of extremely bad weather condit=
ions = the pilot experiencing icing conditions at 15,000 feet, Al-
though thls mission broke up the monoteny as fer as the activity
records of the CGroup were conmcermed, it did nothing to help the com=
bat personnel escape their boredom. The next two days were spent in
'Sack" time, and some of the personnsl devoted the time to their own
personal washing, letter writing, and card playing.

On the morning of the 27th, the monotony was broken when the

Group was ordered to carry oub another attack against the enemy
airdromes in the Wewak area. Elsven planes of the 71st, together
with twelve from the 405th, took off from Durand strip to partici-
pate in the attack. Arriving at Bena Bena, the pre-determined rend-
azyous point, the formation cireled for thirty minutes waiting for
the additlonal pursuit cover of P-4{0's to take off and get into

. formation. Out of the eleven planes of the 7lst, only eight of the

” planes reached the target. Two flights were formed and the planes
went in at minimum altitude over the Prince Alexander mountains.

. Crossing But Drome the first flight dropped one hundred and eight
23 pound frag clusters in the morth and south dispersal areas.
Very little strafing was done on this run since the depression angle
was too great due to the necessarily steep dive from the mountain
topss It was decided then to make a second run over the target.

= Parafrag - ing the droms -
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