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CHAPTER XIX

NSHANTI" GOLS HOME

Col. “Shanty“ O'Heﬂ.l ‘bids goadbr.c-t

_ October came into being in a slow an easy manner = combat
operations got off to a slow start - the Group Commander goes home =
a new Commander takes over - the Allies campaign in Finschhafen

came to a brilliant close on the 2nd - Rapid advances were being
made along the New Guinea coast.

It was on the first that Lt, Col. "Shanty" 0'Weill, the

Group Commander, and five other combat personnel took leave of the
J8th. In a farewell speech, Col. 0'Neill stated that he was proud
to be a member of the Group, and inspite of the fact that he was
returning to the states, he did hate to leave the fine group of men
and friendd he had met during his stay with the Group. The men
liked Col, 0'Neill and all wished him luck., The other personnel
about to leave with the Uolonel were happy to be going to the states
but they too hoped that somewhere and somehow the friendships inaug=

urated in the Group could be cerried on in the not too distant fut=-
ure.

During the farewell speech Col. 0'Neill introduced the men
to their new Commanding Officer - Major lawrence Tanmberg = a man
the Group knew well and who had gone far in the few months he had
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= Major Lawrence Tanberg - Commanding =

been with the Group, Major Tanberg was soon to become known as
’ "Larry" and a hell of a good CO,

Several new crews had come into the 7lst and 405th and these

men were immediately placed into training on the combat tactics of

. the Group in the different types of bombings = particularly the
art of Strafing and minimm altituvde work, They were taught that
teamwork was the basic essential of making a mission a success or
feilure - that without this teamwork cn the pvart of ever crew
member, they would have little chance for survival, They were
taught too, that Strafing and Bombing from heights of twenty-five
to fifty feet was not at all like any other type of warfare.

Long hours each day were devoted to the training of thess men and
1t was not Jong until the erews shaped up and were ready to per=
form on regular combat missions,

The firet mission of the month took place on the 10th with
one B-25 of the 7lst dropping propaganda leaflets on the Japanese
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As the 405th airplanes approached Vunakanau, some inaccurate
machine gun fire was encountered from positions astop a ridge in the
viecinity of a large white red-roofed building and two smaller bulld=
Ings southeast of the airdrome, The positions were strafed with
unchserved results. Upon sighting Vunakansu all airplanes began
strafing grounded airplanes, fuel trucks and airdrome inastallations.
The abreast formation extended a width of 3000 yards affording com-
plete strafing coverage of the airdrome and dispersal areas., The
sleven planes dropped seven hundred-fifty-nine 23 pound frag clusters
over the southeastern two thirds of the airdrome and dispersal areas,
Combat crews reported that the dispersal area contained at least
fifteen enemy fighters and bombers that wers gotting out in plain
view and en wnknown nmumber hidden among the trees. Six of the air-

. = Rabaul was a burning inferno -

planes on the right end of the 405th formation were intercepted

by nine Zekes over the target at minimum altitude. For the next
fourtesn minutes, the enemy fighters pressed home thelr attack and
in the ensuing fight two of the ememy planes were shot down, Une
fortunately however, one Nip scored hita on the plane piloted by
Lt. Brews, thus encouraging the other Zekes to close in one the
plane for the kill. Lt. Urews ship was hit in the right engine
which burst into flame, pieces of metal fell off the right nacelle,
and the landing gear dropped down causing one of the tires to fall
off the wheel. The twrret gunner of the plane kept his guns blag=
ing at the pursuing Zekes until the end. Last words from the striken
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- Native villages from Sio to Kiari =

with generally unobserved results. A4s the planes were returning

to base, one of the planes of the 823rd while attempting an emer-
geney landing at Lae hecause of being low on gas, crashed into the
sea. Just as the plane was making the final approach to the drome,
the engines of the plane quit and the plane hit the water about a
hundred yards off shore. The plane stayed afloat for seven minutes
and during this time the entire crew was rescued. The only personnsl
injured was the radio operator and the mavipator - their injuries
were not very serious. Thus the first full strength mission flown
by the Group came to an ends Tt was not an outstanding mission, but

it was considered a success and excellent training for the blows that
ware to follow.

On the morning of the 16th, thirty aix planes of the Group were
dispatched for a strike on the Alexishafen drome and supplies in the
area. After taking off from the Durand strip the formation followed
a course to Marilinan where rendezvous with the P-47 fighter cover
was made. It was about this time that the third flight of the 405th
logt contact with the rest of the formation, and hemsded for the
secondary target at Sio, followed by the 7lst Squadron. The attack
on the secondary target by these flights resulted in the destruction
of two native huts, and the damaging of one barge. Ninety 100 pound-
ers vwere dropped on the targets and the entire area was strafed with
a nmumber of small fires started. The gemeral results were unobserved
howaver, because of bed weather. The only opposition encountered
was a small amount of machine gun fire from = point just east of the
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ved, Another wnidentified airplane larger then a fighter was seen
burning on the south side near the center of the runway. During

the course of the attack, the squadron encountered heavy but meager
ack ack which was inaccurate. Heavy ack ack fire was seen to come
from Ulatava Flantation, the flight gap at the Northeast end of the
runwey and from unknown positlons off the southeast end of the strip.

Vachine gun fire was received from the Ridge southeast of Vumakanam
and from Wat Wat Plantation.,

i

- Tobera gets the works =

The 405th initiated thelr attack by strafing an enemy radic
station directly in the line of approach to the Tobera Drome. As
the airdrome was sighted, five ensmy fighters were observed, two on
the runway and three in a standing area at the southeast end of the
runwey. Propellers on these enemy {ighters were seen turning over,
indlcating that a tactical surprise wes achieved in the attack.
Coming in for the attack at altitudes from fifty to one hundred
feet, the 405th crossed the target in an abreast formation which
enabled them to completely cover the drome and dispersal areas in
thelr bombing and strafing sweep. WNinety-three 100 pound wire-
wrappsd bombs were well placed along the full lemgth of the air-
drome and throughout the dispersal and dump areas north and south
of the runway, Photographs taken during the run revea) that four
enemy fightere at the Last end of the airdrome were destroyed.
Several bomb bursts and black smoks in the dispersal area south of
the strip indicated that several ememy fighters and trucks gighted
there were probably destroyed. The photos also revealed damage to
installations along both sides of the airdrome and to several
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= The bomb coverage was excellent -

rail-borne scows used in comstruction work along the north gide of
the strip. The airplanes withdrew from the target down the Waran-
gei River Valley and for twenty or thirty miles blllowing clouds
of black amoke to 1500 feet could be seen over Tobers Airdrome,
Only eix enemy fighters were seen airborne but they chose not to
attack the tight formation of the B=251g,

Another mission of the 18th was carried out by four planes of
the 823rd in attacking targete of opportunity along the Eogadjim
road, The nose firing 75mm cannon of the B=25's scored nine direct
hits on nine native hute, destroying all, but cauging no fires,
Bombs of the 300 pound class were dropped in an unidentified vil-
lage north of Daumcina; one scored a near miss on a bridge, and
saveral were dropped on four camouflaged trucks, all of these with
unobserved results, because of low hanging clouds, In fact, the
presonce of these clouds forced the cancellation of fifty percent
of the misslon. Other tarpets that might have been hit were com-
Pletely obscured by the cloud covered ridges and valleys.

Vissions for the next three days were confined to routine
courder flights, and two attack missions carried out by the 822nd
and 823rd - each sending up four planes on the 20th and 21st re=-
spectively for attacks on targets of opportunity on the Bogadjin
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