
THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

r .. 1
C P ER X

r

• n Y" HO E

--,
.

,..- .
r _-

'a : / -
- . .

*

t•
" L

-

r . . y '
) LF

__1 /

•

'
; '

t , y "
`
.
1 =

.

c l . 'sr. t ' O Ne l bi ds oo b . . .

October c e to bei g in a slow an easy ma er - combat
operations got o o a alo ta t - the oup o ander goes h me -
a ne o na der t kes o r - the A11ies c pai i F c afen
c e to a br lli t close on t e 2 d - apid ad a cea re being

ade l on t he Ne u nea coas t .
It a on the f et that t. ol. " hanty 0'Nefll, the

Crvup Co m der, and five other combat person el took leav of the
3 th. I a f ewel apeech, Col. 0'Neill stated that he w s pro
t o be member of t he o p , nd i nspi t e of t he f act t at he e
ret ni g to the tates, he did hate to leav the ine oup o inen
a d riend he had met duri g hi stay with the roup. The m n
liked ol. 0'Neill and all wi hed h luc . he other perso nel
about to lea e rith the L'ol nel were hap to be oing to the states
t they too hoped th t some ere n omeho the f

_r
ien shipe i aug-

ated n the oup could be carried on . the not too dist t t-
re.

Du in the £arew ll peech Col. 0'Neil .
introduced the men

to the r ne Commanding Officer - a or La rence T berg - an
t he oup k e wel ]. d ho ad gone f ar i n t he f e mont h he ad
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- Na or r c Tanber - C m -

been th the oup. or Tanberg was soon to beco e no a" and a he of a good .
3e ral ne c e s had coma i to the ?lat and 1 th and the e

me w re im diate pl ced i to tra ing on the combat tactics ofthe roup the di ferant t pes of bombi ga -- particularly the_ art of Str fing and m n alt tude ork. They er t ught thatteam ork s the basic essentia o m g a mission a success rfa l re - th t ithout t ia team ork oa the p t of e c
member , t hey d l i t t e nce f or sur i l . hey e etaught to , t at Strafi g d Bombi g from heights o t nty-fif t y f ee t s not at al l 1 e n ot her t y e of arf a e .Long ou s each day ere de ted to the traini g of these men ait as not long u til the ews shaped up anc ere read to p r-form on re r combat miasion .

he fi st miasion of the month took p ce o the l t with
one B-2 of tho 1st dropp n prop g nda leaflets on the Japa ese

-188-
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_ C - ` '
; ds the o5th si p nes p oached Vu au, some ace ate

machine gu f e as encountered o positions atop a ridge in the
vic ity of a l ge hite red-roof d b lding and t ro sma er build-ings southea t of the aird o e. The posit3o s re straf d th
unob er ed resu ts. Upon si ht g Vu a a au a l ai planes be
s t r af i g rounded a i r es , f e l t ucks and a i r ro i s t at i on .The ab ea t for tion xtended a w dth of 3000 ya ds affordi g co -plete atrafing co erage of t e a dro e and di persal r s. T ele en p anes dropped ©ev n hund ed-.

fifty-nine 2 po nd rag cl ters
o r the southeastern t o thi ds of the a drome and disp sal areas.Combat cre s reported that the disper al area contai ed at leastfifteen enemy fight s an o bsrs that ere setti g out p avie and an no n number hidden a ong the trees. Si of the ai -
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- abaul ae a b ni g inf no -

pl nes on the right end of the 05th for tion ero terceptedby ni e Z s o er t e target at mini m altitu e. For the ne tfourt en tes, the ene fighters essed ho e their attack ain the eneuing fight two of the ene p nes re sh t dow . On-fortu ate ho ever, vne Nip scored h
.ts on the plane pilotsd bLt. e s, thus encourag ng the o her Zeke to close i one theplane for the k311. t. Crews ship s hit the right eng ewhich bur t i to l me, pieces of inet 1 fell off the right cel e,nd the di ge dropp d down cauai one of the tirea to fa 1

off the r eal. The turret g ner of the plane kept his g ns bl z-ing at the p su ng 'Lekes until the e d. L st w rds om the st iken
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- Native illages om 31o to gia i •

with gen rall aobaer d result . e the pl es e retu
to baae, one of the planes of the 8 rd r ile attempti g an er-
gen y anding at ae because of be g lo on gas, crashed into the
se . Just as the plane ras king the fi al approach to the dro e
the engi es of the plane quit and the p ne hit the ater about a
hu dred yards off shore. T e pl ne stayed af oat for ae n mi u es
and d ing this t o the onti e crew s rescued. T e o p so nel
n red s the radio operator a d the avig tor - thei in iea

r e not ry aer ous . Thus t he f i s t f ul l s t r engt h mi s i o f l o
by the Qroup came to n end. It s not an outsta i g mis io but
it s coaefdered a uccess and excellent train for t e b1o that
ere to follow.

O the morni of the 16th, thirty aix pla ea of the oup were
di patched fvr a str ke on the ]

.exi
h fen d ome and supplie in the

area. lfter t ing off fro the Du st ip the for ation ollo red
a cour s e t o ar i l i n n here r endez o s i t t he P- 7 f i ght e co r
as made. It as about this time that the th rd ligh of th 05th
loat contact ith the rest of the for ation d headed for the
seco d r ta get at S , follo ed by the 1at Sq dra . T e attaok
on the second y t get by these fli hts resulted . t e destruction
of t native hut , and the damag n of one b ge. N ety 1 pou -
ers re d opped on the target a d the ent e area as et af d ith
a nt ber of s all fires started. The general re ults e unobserved
ho e er, because of bad weather. The onl opposition enaounter
as a sm ll amount of m chine gun f re f a oi t ust st oi th
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' ved. A other u .
dentified a pl ne larger than a fighter as seen

burn g on the sout sido near the cent of the runway. g
the course of the atta , the squ d on encountexed heav but meager
ack ack which was inacc rate. Hea aek aek f re as se n to co e
from U tav P antation, the flight gap at the Northeast d of t e
ru y nd f o unkno posit on off the outhea t nd of t e trip.
achi gun ire was r©ceived f om the idge southe st of V anau

and f rom at t P
.t e.n at i on .

_ .
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- Tobera g te the orka -

' The 405th i it ted the attack by straf ng a ene rad .astation directly the l ne of approac to the Tobera Drome. Asthe a rdrome was sighted, five ene fig tera re observed, t ro onthe ru nay and three a sta i a at the southe st end of the
r nw y . opellera on the e enemy ight rs ere seen turn g o r,d .oating that a tactical surprise .s achis ed i the attack.com g i or t he at t ack at al t i t e fr o f i f t t o one hu ed
feet, the tb cross d the target in an abreast for tion which
e bl d them to completely cover the drome and disper al rea inthei bombing and traf .ng sweep. Ninety-throe 100 pound wi e-wrapped bombs er e e]

_ p ced al ong t e f u l l engt of. t he a -drome a d throughout the dispersal a d du p areas north nd sout
of the run ay. Fhoto rapha ak®n dur ng the run rev a7.

that fo r
enemy fighters at the ast end of th® rd ome were destroyed.3everal bomb burst and black oke the dispersal area outh ofthe strip ndicated t at several ene y fi hters and trucks sightedthere are probably destroyed. he pho oe also reveal d da to3
.ns

llations alon both sides of the a drome and to se al

, - 197-
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- The bomb cov rage was exo llent -
rail-borne sco a use n con tr ction ork along the north ide ofthe str3p. he a pla es withdrew rom the t rget do the :'r -ei Kiver Valley and for twentr or thi ty milea b311o i g c udsof b ck moke to 1500 feet co ld be seen o er Tohera Air rome..
Only s enemy fighters were seen a borne but they chose not toattaek the tight formation of the -2 s,

other mission of the 18th s c rried out by four p e ofthe 8 3rd n attack n t get of opport nity along the ogadra d. The nose fir n 75m cannon of the B-25 s scored nine di ethits on ni e n tive huts, destroy ng all, but caus ng no fi es.Lombs of. t
h® 300 pound cl ss eere dropped a unidentified l-Ia e north of Da oina, one scored a ne mi s on bridge, andseveral were dropped on four ca ou aged trucks, ll of. the e witunobserved results, beeau e of lo hanging clo s. In fact, thepresance o these clouda forced the cancellation of fi

.
fty percentof. the mission. Other t r ets that might have ©en hi.t were co -rletel obscu ed by the clou cov red xid es and valleys.

'issione for the next three days were co fin©d routi ecourier lights, and t o attack mis ions c ried out by the 822ndand 23rd - each sending up four p nes on the 20th and 21st ro-s ectively or attac s on t geta of opport nity on the Bogad im

-19 -
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