THE 38TH BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION (WW II)

JANUARY, 2009

HO HO HO “MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY - HEALTHY NEWYEAR”
“2008 REUNION”: Bob Lamb and Chick Alford did a super job picking a hotel and the
tours were fantastic. First day: we followed Wilber and Orville’s footsteps at the
“Huffman Prairie Flying Field”, where they developed the world’s first airport and
learned to fly. We visited the Wright Brother’s Bicycle Shop and saw the tools and machines used to develop the first airplane. We toured Carillon Historical Park where we
saw the original 1905 Flyer; plus, many Wright Brothers artifacts. Second day: we
toured the USAF Museum, the world’s oldest and largest military aviation museum.
They have over 300 aircraft and other aviation exhibits. Bill Page, a 38th BG WW II pilot,
was with us. When Bill retired, he was one of the most decorated pilots in the Air Force.
At the museum we saw his uniform with a chest full of medals. The reunion was enjoyed
by all. I would be remiss if I did not thank Helen Alford for the many things she does to
enhance our reunions.
The President
pg. 1
The Editor
pg. 2
Reunion Reflections pg. 3
Pictures, pictures, and
more pictures

Mark your
Calendar - - -

REUNION
2009
SAN DIEGO
September 30
to
October 3

2008 GROUP MEETING: No one volunteered to run for President and I was asked to
volunteer again. I said yes; but, only to keep the Association from closing down. FYI: My
wife, Lorraine, tells people, “Jack does not know how to say NO and he flunked retirement.” The Bi-Laws were changed to allow a President to serve more than four years. I
twisted Chick’s and Orland’s arms to get them to continue in their positions. They do a
super job for the Association and it makes my job much easier.
2009 REUNION: San Diego was selected for our next reunion to be in the Fall of 2009
with David Gunn as the point man. (See more inside.)
S/T: Orland Gage continues to do a great job handling our finances and providing historical inputs to our website (plus he does many other things for our association. See
page 5 for his Association Finance report.
38th BG WEBSITE: Tom Behrens, our webmaster, has developed one of the best websites on the web. Check it out - it is super. Tom,, with the help of Orland, has added a
lot of 38th BG WW II history. Our previous 38th BG Newsletters are also available. You all
can help to make the website even better by sending photos &/or articles to Tom and
Orland Gage. Thanks again Tom.
38th BG Book. Larry Hickey has not responded to my request for a book status report;
so, “I will forward his response when it is received”.
In closing, please remember to say a prayer for our troop who are in harms way

fighting for this great country of ours – The United States of America.

IN EVER HONORED MEMORY

Jack DeTour

TOTAL TO DATE
Headquarters
18
Our President has furnished the following list of named member comrades who have 69th Squadron
2
passed on to their final Post as reported to him since our previous listing. Their names have 70th Squadron
59
been added to the list of our “Ever Honored Comrades”.
156
71st Squadron
th
Everett P. Brady
405th
Fred W. Drees
71st
Squadron
1
89
Robert T. Jordan
71st
Douglass E. Hagie
822nd 405th Squadron 174
96
822nd Squadron
In the September issue, James Ballow (822nd) was incorrectly listed as James Fal- 823rd Squadron
97
Unit unknown
2
low. We apologize for the error.
Honorary
1
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ASSOCIATION CONTACTS

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack DeTour
98-1108 Malualua St.,
808-487-2842

Aiea, HI, 96701
jackdet@hawaii.rr.com

Vice-President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chick Alford
10 La Grange Cir.,
501-922-4779

Hot Springs, AR, 71909
helengene@hsnp.com

Secretary/Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . Orland Gage
337 W. Reservoir Dr.,
208 746-0875

Lewiston, ID, 83501
ogage@clearwire.net

Hdq. Rep. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
P. O. Box 687
928-645-5394

Burt Erickson

Page, AZ, 86040

Hdq. Alt. Rep. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Warren E. Lee
6600 Peppermill Dr.,
702-221-0699

Las Vegas, NV, 89146
m-w-lee@earthlink.net

71st Sqdn. Rep. . . . . . . . .

Curtis R. Hunt

21557 Coffee Hollow Rd., Tahlequah, OK, 74464
918-458-0575
chunt615@dishmail.net

71st Sqdn. Alt. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1054 New McNeil Ave.,
516-371-3490

Paul Johnson

Lawrence, NY, 11559

405th Sqdn. Rep. . . . . . .

Harry E. Terrell, Jr.

20475 Upper Bay Dr., Newport Beach, CA, 92660
949-852-8015
heterrell@sbcglobal.net

405th Sqdn. Alt. . . . . . . . . . . .
19754 Santee Ln.,
760-749-3769

David Gunn

Valley Center, CA, 92082
pappygnk@juno.com

822nd Sqdn, . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grant W. Nelson

P.O. Box 696,
Ferndale, WA, 98248
206-384-1788
gwnmin@comcast.net
822nd Sqdn. Alt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sam Yarid
205 Dwyer Ln.
Lewisburg, WV. 24901
304-645-3765
myarid@suddenlink.net
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From the Editor -

David Gunn
Jack always has so much information to pass on to us that I have to trim
it down. So I will pick up some of that to pass to you on this page.
All of our newsletters since January of 2005 have been placed on our
website so that you can go to them or send relatives and friends to them
any time. Orland has pulled most of the interesting stories from the previous newsletter and placed them on the web site, as well.
Orland has also spent many hours on CDs with mission reports that
were not available until several months ago. He has uploaded a considerable volume of material to our website. Tom Behrens, as Jack has said,
does great honor to the memory of the 38th Bomb Group by maintaining
and upgrading the web site.
I recently received a short message from Dick Fields, formerly President
of the Association. “I sent my news letters with your history of the 38th and
had it bound as a book. It really looks nice.”
Jack has also said, “keep emailing your WW II stories to Dave Gunn at
pappygn@juno.com. Future newsletters will tell some of the stories never
told before; plus, some worth telling again.” Unfortunately, we haven’t
been receiving any stories, new or old. The newsletter can’t be very interesting if we don’t get stories. Particularly, we would like stories from the
ground personnel, the guys who kept the planes flying, the guys who prepared the food that kept the air crews going. There really was a lot of action around the home base that should not be forgotten.
We really do need your help!!

823rd Sqdn. Rep. . . . . . . . . Charles T. Conner
4917 Ravenswood Dr., Apt 1010
210-674-0958
San Antonio, TX, 78227

823rd Sqdn. Alt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob Lamb
1277 Chipmunk Crt.,
937-432-9116

Centerville, OH, 45458
b-j.lamb2@donet.com

Editor, “The Sun Setters” . . . . . . David Gunn
19754 Santee Ln.,
760-749-3769

Valley Center, CA, 92082
pappygnk@juno.com

Editorial Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . Orland Gage
337 W. Reservoir Dr.,
208 746-0875

Lewiston, ID, 83501
ogage@clearwire.net

Assoc. Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim Thoren
1628 202nd pl SW
425-609-8180

Lynnwood, WA 98036
mustang9@comcast.net

Association Web Site:
www.sunsetters38bg.com
Web master . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Behrens

Time for stories, questions, and renewal of long ago bonds.

11206 Mist Moor Court
Riverview, FL 33569
813 671-9089
tom@TomBehrensUSA.com

“The Sun Setters” is a publication of The 38th
Bomb Group Association (WW II), 337 W.
Reservoir Dr., Lewiston, ID 83501. Copyright
2009, The 38th Bomb Group Association (WW
II). No part of the contents may be reproduced in any form without written consent of
the Association. All pictures are from 38th

BG Association files and are the property
of the Association unless otherwise
noted.
We solicit your comments or notes of errors and the submittal of your stories or
items of interest. We reserve the right to
reject items and the right to edit items for
space and suitability.
We also reserve the right to alter names
or other details that might cause embarrassment to individuals or family members.

“The Sun Setters” is printed and mailed by Lewiston Printing, Lewiston, Idaho. Mrs. Don Snyder and Kathy Morgan go out of their way to
help. They fix the Editor’s goofs. We couldn’t get the job done without
them!

January, 2009
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REUNION 2009, SAN DIEGO

Members meeting in Dayton last October
voted to accept Dave Gunn’s invitation to
hold the 2009 reunion in San Diego.
After some special effort by Jack DeTour
and Gunn, the Miramar Marine Air Station
confirmed that their 2009 Air Show will be
held October 2-4. This made it possible to
confirm the dates for our reunion: Sept. 30 October 3. We anticipate spending a major
portion of Friday, October 2, at the show.
The Blue Angels are schedule to put on
their usual exciting display. This is the largest military air show in the nation. In addition, the Marine base will be allowing visitors
to view many of their planes on the flight
line. They also have a Navy version of the
B-25 on display in their museum area with
several other planes of historical interest. It
may be possible for our group to have a
private luncheon on the base during the
day.
Tentatively scheduled is a stop at the
Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery on Point
Loma. During our visit, we may hold our
Memorial Service for our departed comrades at this very beautiful site. The old Fort
Rosecrans reservation and cemetery date
back to the mid-1800s when the struggle to
annex to the U. S. the California Bear Flag
Republic which had declared its independence from Mexico. This new cemetery was
designated as the burial site for soldiers
killed in that action.
Fort Rosecrans, established during the
mid-1800s, was regarded as a major military
installation guarding San Diego Harbor and
the southern coastal area of the United
States. Artillery strong points were established to guard the entrance to this vital port.
A lighthouse was built on top of Point
Loma in the late 1800s which is now a National Monument. Because fog hid the light
from mariners, another lighthouse was built
at the base of Point Loma.
During World War I, the Navy built many
facilities on the point for support of fleet operations off the west coast. During World
War II, the Army rushed major improvements to Fort Rosecrans. Today the Point
Loma military reservation is a primary base
for several Navy operations.
Soon after that war, Army flight training
was commenced on North Island followed
by Navy flight training facilities. Today North
Island is the major Navy Aviation base on
the west coast.
Other places of special interest are being
considered for tours during our reunion.
There is so much to see and enjoy in San
Diego that members and friends attending
the reunion might well plan a few extra days
to take in more sites of interest than can be
scheduled during our reunion.
The May issue will have full information

REUNION 2008 REFLECTIONS BY Orland Gage
Flora and I had been looking foreword to the Dayton Reunion for several months, when on Friday before the reunion she missed the top step
from the patio to the sidewalk and fell tearing loose the left patella. We
spent several hours at the emergency room in the local hospital and returned home with her knee in a brace. The next day, Saturday, I secured
a pair of crutches so she could move around and sometime later she fell
and tore muscles in her back. Now she was in great pain and Sunday we
were to go to Spokane, find a motel that would store the car and take us
to the airport early Monday morning.
Her son took time off from his work to take care of her while I was
gone to the reunion. I took off for Spokane and my flight on Northwest
Airlines to Dayton. The flight had a layover in Minneapolis and just
checking in were Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bennett from Fargo, ND. We left
on the same flight a short time later for Dayton and upon arrival discovered that the shuttle bus quit running at 5:00 PM. A taxi was in order and
we shelled out $52.14 cents for the ride to the hotel in the Mall. Our
driver was a race car driver in a former life and we saw 90 miles per hour
on the speedometer at one time. You may think strafing has its scary
moments but until you have ridden with that cab driver you realize that
you only thought you were scared when strafing.
Bob Bennett is retired from the Air Force. His father was a member of
the 822nd during the war. Bob is as good with a camera and promised to
send me a disk of the photos he took. He sent me a dandy from Hawaii
last year.
Wednesday morning Chick and Helen Alford, Jack DeTour, a gal from
the local chamber of commerce and I started checking people in to the
reunion. That evening we had a very nice welcoming dinner. Jack DeTour surprised me by leading the guests in Happy Birthday. I turned 90
that day. Leo Shenko and his wife were there and he is 96. Heck, I am
just a spring chicken compared to those two. They do not act that old,
believe me.
The following day the members boarded a bus and took a tour of the
Aviation Trail. I stayed home, more walking than I like. We all ate at the
hotel which had a very good dining room and reasonable prices. Breakfast with a Holiday Inn card was only $6.00. There was a small bar next
to the dining room and the prices were reasonable. Not much time was
spent in the bar.
We had a nice Hospitality Room and Chick and Jack made a run to
the store and loaded up with lots of snacks and soft drinks. The room
held about 60 people and only 49 showed up for the reunion. Bob Lamb
did a super job picking a hotel with all the amenities we enjoyed at the
Holiday Inn.
Friday morning everyone showed up for the tour to the museum. One
of our former 822nd pilots during the war retired from Wright Patterson.
(Contiuned page , Reunion Reflections )
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REUNION REFLECTIONS

(From pg. 3)

Bill Page retired as one of the most heavily
decorated pilots in the Air Force. His uniform was on display. He served 39 ½ years
on active duty and looks and acts younger
than his age. He still does a lot of socializing
and stays active with reunions that he attends with people with whom he served. He
lives in Florida when not traveling.
Saturday morning the Association Business Meeting began at 8:30 and it was a
dandy. Things went well until it was time to
elect Officers for 2009-2010 term. The president asked for nominations from the floor for
the office of President. And all 22 attending
just sat there, very silent.
The By-laws, as written, allow only two
consecutive terms and Jack was out of the
running. One of the members asked Jack if
he would accept another term if the By-laws
were changed and he said yes. A motion
was made to change the By-laws and motion passed.
The By-laws having been revised, Jack
was reelected President. Chick Alford was
reelected Vice President and was thinking
about asking for police protection because
Helen would kill him when she heard the
news. When we found her she had already
Bill Page, who flew with the 822nd Squadron and retired after over had heard the news and was looking for a
39 years of service, is one of the most highly decorated Air Force large club.
We assured her that Dave Gunn was gopilots. He is shown holding his blouse, one of the archival items at
ing to be the point man in San Diego and
the Wright Patterson Museum. Note the white gloves which are
that a professional reunion planner would
required for handling archival items.
be used for the rest of the work. She now is
looking foreword to being another wife attending a reunion with her husband. Helen’s
work will be missed. She gets things done.
The farewell dinner was enjoyed by all.
The group that Chick booked sang all of the
old songs that we enjoyed during those
years away from home. We enjoyed the
many Friends of the 38th who attended. Bob
Lopez brought us up to date about the
search for Bob Lorang of the 405th, whose
A-26 went down in the Spring of 1946 about
50 miles from Ashiya, Japan. Bob Lorang
was born and raised at Genesee, Idaho,
about 16 miles north of my home in Lewiston. His daughter, Lynn Rodgers, was in
attendance at the reunion.
Sunday morning Bob Lopez asked me if I
would like to ride to the airport and I acThe Wright Flyer III at the Wright Patterson Museum
cepted. The plane ride home was uneventful
Wing Span
40’ 6”
Length, front to Rear
28’
and I arrived in Lewiston about 2:30 pm.
Wing Chord
6’ 6”
Total Weight
710 lbs.
Engine Weight
180 lbs.
Total Height at Tail 9’ 5.125”
Horsepower
16 to 25
Propeller Length
8’ 6”
Wing Covering, Cotton Muslin
Propeller RPM
490

See you in San Diego

January, 2009

“The Sun Setters”

Page 5

Right: Out on The Trail

Below: Monument honoring 14th AF and
Chennault’s Flying Tigers was dedicated
while our group was
there. Note the panel
at the left side of the
base has a B-25 etched
into it. See the
enlarged view to the
right.

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS
If your have already ordered your “SAGA
OF THE SUN SETTERS” sometime in the past,
please notify Orland of the quantity ordered
and your current address so he can update
and verify Larry Hickey’s list.
The Association is working with Hickey to
bring his list of pre-orders and addresses up
to date so that when the book is ready to ship
the best available address will be used.
If you have a current address for survivors
of a former member of our Group who may
also have ordered copies of the book, please
send these to Orland, also.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Balance brought forward,
Interest for 2nd Quarter
$701.00
Net receipts and expenses ($1,711.03)
Total all accounts balance, 17 Oct. 2008

$65,654.56
66,355.56
$64,644.53

Orland Gage, Sect./Treas.

REUNION 2009
SAN DIEGO
SEPTEMBER 30 — OCTOBER 3
Marine Air Show - Blue Angels
Carrier Midway - and MORE
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All good
things come
to an end. So
it was at Dayton. But is
was a wonderful way fo
it to end around a table, over good
food, and exchanging
thoughts
about the past
few days and
with grateful
hearts that we
could be together again.
Some were
missed, never
to see again.
And some we
missed and
hoped to see
again next
year in San
Diego.
BE THERE!

