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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Our last Newslet-
ter (May) we sent
out copies to 482
active members
along with infor-
mation regarding
Reunion '90 at
Dayton. At the
same time we sent
out information
about the Reunion
to 429 inactive
members minus the Newsletter. Why we
have 429 inactive members of the 38th
Bomb Group who are not interested in join-
ing is a mystery. | suppose they have 429
different reasons for not joining and
perhaps since the War ended 45 years ago,
they’d just as soon forget it. Still we're all
going to miss the 429 stories that could be
told.

Now, to you active members, we have
some problems — we need more stories for
future issues of the Newsletter, we need
dues to be paid on time making less work
for our Secretary-Treasurer, and we need
more input from Squadron Representatives
for the Newsletter, and, thinking ahead, we
need suggestions for the 1992 Reunion. In
other words, let’s everyone get in and help a
little. You are a great bunch and I'd like to
see us all draw closer as we get older.

J. D. Johnson

A DATE IN DAYTON -

Reunion co-chairmen Bob Hunter and
Bob Lamb, are optimistic over 500 Sun Set-

ters and their ladies will be at the Dayton -

event based on present reservation flow.
Rooms are still available at Stouffer Center
Plaza Hotel and those who have not made a
reservation are urged to do so now to permit
finalizing of plans for the biggest 38th
Bomb Group reunion yet.

Touching on highlights, a group photo
will be taken with a 1929 model panoramic
camera at the Air Force Museum first thing
Friday morning in front of the 5th Air Force
Memorial. These will undoubtedly become
most cherished souvenirs. An added attrac-
tion at that time, a flyover by “Georgia Girl”,
a B-25 owned and flown by Randal Porter
and co-pilot Aub Sweezy of the 823rd.

Next, “Alcohol Busters of Formosa” and
“Ordeal of Ormoc Bay”, two 38th Group
paintings, will be presented to Air Force
Museum officials in the Gallery where they
will hang permanently.

At 10:30 and 14:30, a special 30-minute
movie will be shown in the Museum
Auditorium just for the benefit of our Group.

SEPT. 13-16

The film depicts New Guinea in 1942 and
how the 38th helped cut off Japanese supp-

iy lines.

After Squadron dinners Friday evening,
Larry Hickey will present a slide show with
scenes slated to appear in “Saga of The Sun
Setters” as well as many others which will
not be published. Larry will share many of
his experiences in publishing a history book
like ours, including his philosophy for ac-
curacy and authenticity.

Saturday afternoon “Georgia Girl” will be
available for first hand inspection at Greene
County Airport with busses available for
those interested in visiting it. They will
return in plenty of time for you to prepare
for the evening banquet in the Dayton Con-
vention Center next door to the hotel.

GOLFERS — It's not too late to make
reservations for the golf outing. Tee times
September 13 are between 11:00 and 14:00.
Your $20 check will cover green fees and
cart (2 persons per). When Bob Hunter
receives your check (made out to the
Association), your reservation is assured.

‘““HOW TO MAKE THE DRAFT
PAINLESS”’

(Griped about WWII draft proceedure? Take
note of this 3/19/48 clip from the Rocky
Mountain News, Denver, CO.)

“Selective service was a comparatively
simple matter for Emporer Haile Selassie
when Mussolini attacked Ethiopia in 1935.
Army sources here say he issued this draft
order:

“1: When this order is received all men
and boys able to carry a spear will go to
Addis Ababa.

“2: Every married man will bring his wife
to cook and wash for him.

“3: Every unmarried man will bring any
unmarried woman he can find to cook and
wash for him.

“4: Women with babies, the blind, and
those too ageéd and infirm to carry a spear
are excused.

“5: Anyone found at home-after receiving
this order will be hanged.”

FRIDAY’S FEATURE —
THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE MUSEUM

Oldest and largest military aviation museum in the world, the Museum uses both
chronological and subjective layouts to tell the exciting story of aviation development from
the Wright brothers at Kitty Hawk to the Space Age. Exhibits include approximately 200 air-
craft and missiles plus many historically interesting aeronautical displays. Over 12 million
people from around the world visit this unique attraction eacy year — a truly meaningful,

rewarding experience.

See You In Dayton!!!!
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"IN EVER-HONORED MEMORY”

Since publication of the May 1990
newsletter, five veterans of the 38th Bomb
Group have gone to their final resting place:

Hollle'S. Adams. . oo il biivos:. 71st
Hacry ExBradley... .= .. cea st s s 405th
Thomas AmBrown. = s vonases 822nd
George E-Duncan. . «: ; ..enc: s consis 71st
1251072 i E2(0 T [ s [N N e 71st

* Rest In Peace, Brother *

On behalf of all their friends in the
Association, we extend our heartfelt
condolences to the widows and families of
our departed comrades.

ADDITIONAL LIFE MEMBERS
The Association has welcomed five new
Life Members since the May listing:
Philip Baldwin (40th)

Lawton Howell (823rd)

Gerald Issac(405th)

Paul Johnson (71st)

Robert Lamb (823rd)

Robert Toggweiler (71st)

Current breakdown by squadron of the total
number who have contributed to the Life

Membership Fund:

Hdgs 5 822nd 18
71st 20 823rd 27
405th 47 Total 117

The tax-deductible $100 aonations are In-
vested in insured bank CD’s and only the in-
terest is used to finance Association opera-
tions. Members wishing to put the hassel of
dues paying behind them should contact
Secretary/Treasurer Al Barbour for particulars.

MYSTERY PHOTO

5TH AIR FORCE WIDE REUNION
will beheld October 15-18, 1990
in Las Vegas, NV
at the Riviera Hotel.
Jules Tech, Chairman
1601 Cabana Drive
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403

‘““AS | REMEMBER THE B-25 AND
PAPPY GUNN"’

R.L. Grover (405th)

The B-25 made a major contribution to the
successful prosecution of the "War in the
Pacific””. One of the men who contributed
greatly to the B-25 success was Paul |.
“Pappy” Gunn. It is difficult to sift fiction
from fact about this dynamic character, but
to those of us who were close to the action
in the Pacific in the early days of the war,
the stories of “Pappy” are all true.

“Pappy” Gunn owned and operated an
airline in the Philippines before the war with
Japan and during the first few days after the
outbreak. Gunn, a former army flier, is
reported to have carried on his own war with
the Japanese kicking bombs out of his
transports until the Army recalled him to ac-
tive duty as a Major, and it was “Pappy”
who led a B-25 raid on the Philippines from a
base in Australia using his old commercial
landing strips and cached fuel supplies for
that remarkable and heroic feat.

In summer and fall of '42, it appeared the
short range B-25 medium bomber had a
limited future, and it was assumed when the
nearby Japanese bases were taken, the
airplane would be of no use and the crews
could go home — strictly wishful thinking,
but we certainly were not winning the war.
Our aircraft were out-numbered and our
raids were of little effectiveness because of
the fierce opposition. Chances of taking any
Japanese-held bases did not look promising
— in fact, we were in danger of losing the
bases we had. Each night Tokyo Rose
would identify one of our units by name and
location, sometimes by Unit Commander,
assuring us that if we didn’t leave soon, we
would all be dead. This time of limited en-
thusiasm for striking at the enemy honed
“Pappy’s” ingenuity to its sharpest edge.
His major objective in life was to “kill the
enemy’”’, a most understandable aim since
his wife and children were prisoners in the
Philippines.

My first meeting with the Colonel was in-
itially a pleasant experience, but that quick-
ly changed. Shortly after the 38th Bomb
Group moved to New Guinea in late '42, |
ferried a B-25 to Brisbane to have gun
mounts installed in its rear side windows —
and to enjoy the “‘hardships” of civilization.
Early group members will recall the popular
38th BG song, to wit: “I went down to old
Brisbane - to hear the P.D. (per diem) boys
complain - Hardships! Hardships! - You
don’t know what Hardships are!”” We turned
our plane in at Eagle Farms airport and were
told to come back in two days. We im-
mediately took advantage of hot showers,
donned clean clothes and looked for a way
to Brisbane. We were told there was no
base-operated transportation but that traf-
fic was heavy and we could hitch a ride.

Sure enough — in avery short time a staff
car stopped and the Lieutenant-Colonel sit-
ting next to the driver said “Get in!” — and
that was it. We traveled about a mile when
the Colonel asked, “What outfit are you
men from?” With a glow of pride in our unit,
we replied, “The 38th Bomb Group.” The
Colonel immediately ordered his driver
“Stop this car!” and to us, “Get out!” —

and drove off teaving three shocked 2nd
lieutenants standing on the road. Upon our
return to the base two days later, we learned
our staff car host had been “Pappy” Gunn,
and that he was not on good terms with our
commander, Lt. Col. Brian “Shanty”” O’Neal.

(To be continued in a future issue.)

THE SECOND RUN AT KAGI

(Thanks to Ev Brady, 405th, for submitting
this mission report via Squadron Rep Gerry
Carpenter, both of whom participated in the
attack.)

A second shot at Kagi, Formosa, was
assigned the 405th May 22, 1944, specifically
the railroad yards of that fast declining
center and Kizan Alcohol Plant designated
as the secondary target. The usual striking
force of six B-25s was dispatched at 0815/1,
with fifty-six 250-pound 4-to-5 second delay
para-demos.

At target area, weather the density of
jellied consomme was plunged into and
quickly back out of as both targets were
completely closed in. The sextette then pro-
ceeded to pounce upon targets of oppor-
tunity in two flights of three planes each. A
butanol plant 10 miles SW of Kagi was at-
tacked, 25 bombs falling in trains
throughout the area, scoring hits on two
large storage tanks resulting in a large
orange flame fire rising to 200 feet probably
engulfing the entire area. A direct hit
demolished a large warehouse but further
damage assessment was impossible due to
fire and smoke.

Nine bombs scored four near misses with
negative results on a railroad bridge five
miles north of Kagi from which light, inac-
curate anti-aircraft fire was noted. One
direct hit scored by three bombs dropped at
Koheki town. A number of secondary explo-
sions with much debris and black smoke,
possibly due to hits in ammunition dump
marked the drop of nine bombs at Hotei
town.

The last ten bombs were dropped at
several small towns on the return trip with
numerous hits but no assessable results
due to inclement weather. One of three
small schooners in Hotei Harbor was sunk
and the others damaged by strafing, during
which their crews abandoned them.

During the strikes 17,020 rounds of .50
caliber ammunition were expended and pro-
paganda leaflets were dropped. Three B-25s
suffered minor damage and three crew
members (2nd Lts. Merle L. Meacham,
Everett P. Brady Jr., and Leslie G. Geary Jr.)
were slightly wounded by moderate to light,
inaccurate to accurate ack-ack from a fac-
tory at Suantau, ten miles southwest of
Kagi. This apparently new factory was being
painted at the time of the attack and five flat
cars laden with sugar cane were observed in
its yards. K-21 low oblique photos were
taken by four planes, and the sextette wing-
ed its way back to home base, landing at
1435/l without mishap.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
September 13-16, 1990
REUNION ’90



EDITOR’S COMMENTS

As “THE SUN SETTERS” enters its 4th
year with this issue, | urge members to ex-
tend a hearty vote of thanks to Terry Terrell,
John Trease and Jim Gilliam for initiating
publication in September '87 during their
terms as officers, and to officers Jack
Johnson, Bob Hunter and Al Barbour for
their continuing support.

It’s been my privilege to serve as Editor
ever since Terry learned that my 40 years of
corporate management included newsletter
editing duties. I've enjoyed enthusiastic
comments from readers, but it’s the will-
ingness of fellow members to submit ar-
ticles, lend photos, or relate personal ex-
periences that makes it all possible. | thank
those listed below whole-heartedly (some
several times over) and urge other members
to add their thanks at Reunion ’90. Even
more importantly we urge every member to
join in with their own experiences.

SINCERE THANKS TO:
Hollie Adams 71 Doyle Anderson 405
Robert Bailey 405 A.Allen Barbour 823
Al Behrens 822 Charles Benbow 71
Everett Brady 405 Gerry Carpenter 405
Colin Chisholm 71 Alfred Colwell 823
Zane Corbin 823 Fred Corning 71

Fred Crain 71 Richard Fields 74
Mat Gac 822 James Gilliam 405
Lee Grover 405 Doug Hagie 822

Wm. Hanrahan 823 Lawton Howell 823
Robert Hunter 823 Dr.J.D.Johnson 823
Steve Kaselak 71 Francis Kellogg 405

Tom King 822 Thomas Kirby Hdq.
Elmo Knutson 71 Ralph Laib 405
Frank Lamar 405 Robert Lamb 823
Alan Libes 405 L.G.McCreary 71
Wm. McKinstry 822 Richard Pack 823
Paul Popma 71 Richard Salome 405
A.L. Saulsbury 71 Gil Smith 70

Wm. Stansbury 823 Cliff Sutherland 822
Almon Suedekumd405 Harry E. Terrell 405
Colin Thompson 71 James Thoren 822
John L.Trease 823 Willie Turner 405
Ray Wacker 405 James Wallace 405
Al C. West 823 Rodman Williams 71
John Wolf 405

AN ADDENDUM

Our apologies to Allen Libes for misplac-
ing his note in reference to Al West’s article
(“How the 38th Lost Two Squadrons”)in the
September '89 issue.

“In the September issue, Al West left out
part of the 71st and 405th Air Echelon
movements.

“l was in the April 42 class at Tendel
Field, FL. We were sent to Patterson and
the 38th BG in early June 42. In late June we
went to Barksdale Field where we met the
officers, and in mid-July we went to Mc-
Clelland Field, CA. where the pilots were
assigned their crews and planes. At that
time there were 3 officers and 3 enlisted
men on each crew. | was assigned to 1st Lt.
H.A. Thompson’s crew, with Co-pilot 2nd Lt.
C.E. Barber, Navigator 2nd Lt. G.R. Levine,
Engineer Cpl. N.C. Noren, Radio Man Cpl.
C.A. Noyle. Our plane was B25D 4129697.
The Engineer and gunners left Hamilton
Field on 1 Aug. '42 in LB 30s for Hickam.
After all the crews were together, the B-25s
left Hickam in flights of four. The flight we
were in left 10 Aug. '42, a date | well
remember because it was my 22nd
birthday.”

THE MAY MYSTERY PHOTO

SAMATE AND JEFMAN DROME
STRIKE
(Mission report by John L. Wright, 71st,
slighty edited in interests of space.)
SUBJECT: MISSION NO. 168-E - 7

TO: Commanding General 5th AF, APO 925
1. At 0844/K, 16 June 44, 6 B25D1s of 71st
BS led 2 groups B25Ds on minimum altitude
strafing/bombing attack on Samate and Jef-
man dromes, first mission for B25’s with
half bomb-bay tanks for extra gas in this
theater. Dromes lie at westernmost tip of
New Guinea, longest B25 mission in SWPA
to date.
2. Took off from Hollandia, rendezvoused
with 3 other sqdns of 38th BG and 4 of 345th
over Waakde Island at 3,000 ft. at 0923/K; on
course of 265 degrees at 0958/K. Rendez-
voused with 4 P38 Sqdns at Mios Waar
Island, 1130/K at 1,000 ft. and proceeded to
target.
3. Bombing/strafing run on course of 30
degrees, 11-ships abreast on Samate and
Jefman dromes. 5 822nds in this formation.
4x100 pound parademo bombs dropped on
target 3V. Target heavily strafed; results
generally unobserved.
4. Continuing to Jefman drome 4 mi NE of
Samate, wing leader Col. Hall destroyed 1
zero, shot down Zeke taking off Jefman
before it got wheels up. Capt. Kelley and Lt.
Crockwell each shot down single engine
fighter on takeoff. 46x100 pd parademos
dropped on Jefman, majority among 20 SSF
parked NE end and SE side of strip. Bomb-
ing/strafing run resulted in 5 large fires with
black smoke in drome/revetment areas, 3on
N end Jefman Island. Strafing set Zeke in
revetment afire. Hall led formation over
drome so low Lt. Beneman had to pull up to
strafe operations tower.
5. 15 enemy SSF airborne over Jefman, ma-
jority engaged by P-38’s with disastrous
results for Nips. 3/4 Zekes came in high to
drop phosphorous aerial bombs all ex-
ploding ahead and above formation. 1 Zeke,
aerial bomb under each wing tip, passed
over formation at 1000 ft.; turret gunner got
many hits causing fall off, crash in water.
Enroute back, NW of Cape Waios Betty
Bomber was met flying reciprocal course
our altitude. Sqdns in 3 ship elements and
Col. Hall turned his flight to bring nose
guns to bear on Betty which dove toward
water. The formation followed; many hits
seen to enter plane, setting left engine afire;
eventually crashed as result of combined ef-
forts of 71st, 405th, 823r, all scoring hits.

was identified by Jim Wallace, 405th:

"l believe that aircraft was piloted by
Martin "Long John- Silver” and had been
involved in a mid-air mishap with a 405th air-
craft piloted by Tommie Martin (?) an ex-
RCAF pilot, who crashed and was killed;
however, Silver made the dirt strip at
Mangaldan as shown. This was in late April
or early May ’'45. Martin was a high point
man scheduled to return stateside shortly.
Silver was later killed in a crash while train-
ing Phillippine cadets after the war. Silver
and | completed advance flying school in
Class 44A at LaJunta, Colorado.”

Wallace also mentioned he was involved
in a similar crash on the same strip April 18
'45, his hydraulic system having been hit by
machine gun fire while strafing the Kareko,
Formosa, airfield. Boyce James, his co-pilot
on that mission, was downed on Formosa
shortly thereafter, captured, and eventually
executed along with his crew.

SAMATE AND JEFMAN CON'T

6. One wild burst heavy antiaircraft from SW
end Jefman strip seen. Moderate, inac-
curate machine gun fire from beach NE end
of strip encountered and silenced by straf-
ing. 2 luggers off shore at target 2Y at Jef-
man strafed with unobserved resuits.

7.2 unidentified SSF, 1 Betty seen near
center Samate strip, 2 unidentified light
bombers west end, unidentified twin engine
plane in revetment Samate. 1 truck sighted
at west end. 200SSF seen along Jefman
strip, most parked NE end, SE side 25 more
SSF, 4 Bettys in dispersal area. 4 trucks in
target 4X Jefman Island. One 2000 ton A/K
with 3 Sugar Charlies off north tip Wokir
Island. 1 1500 ton AK 2 miles.NE of Jefman.
1 cruiser sighted close to shore SE of Doom
Island, 2 or 3 DD screening it south of Doom
Island. Barrage of heavy anti-aircraft fire
over vessels, apparently their own. Several
phosphorous bursts over vessels but no
fighters seen over area.

8. Target weather .8 cumulus at 500 ft. tops
at 3000, visibility 20 miles.

9.54x100 pound parademos dropped; 18
returned to base due to rack failure. 450x50
caliber, 500x30 caliber used in strafing and
combat.

10. Leaving target, formation headed over
water around N coast of New Guinea pass- -
ing between Biak and Noemfoor Island,
then 110 degrees, landing at Hollandi
1647/K with mission 100%.

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION NOW
REUNION 90’




71st Squadron i

Charles M. Benbow (deceased)
Representative Ty

THE 71ST‘S FIRST MISSION

New member Elmo G. Knutson has
helped to fill in some gaps in 38th BG
development with his own experiences:

"l was assigned to the 38th BG, 69th
Squadron, 11/41, as Radio Operator-Gunner
in their B18s, but a couple of weeks later
they brought in B26s as replacements
which proved interesting and dangerous.

"In 1/42 we started overseas. Combat
crews were sent to Angel Island to wait for
planes; ground crews went to Australia. In
4/42 we went back to Patterson Field to
crash some more B-26s, and soon thereafter
the 69th and 70th went to Fiji and New
Caledonia in B26s but personnel were ex-
changed with the 71st and 405th. | was
reassigned to the ? and assumed those
from the 70th were assigned to the 405th.

"In May or June two squadrons of B25s
came into Patterson Field and the B26s
were flown out. Four radio-operators of the
71st stayed with the B-25s in the new 71st
Squadron. | was assigned to Ezra Best’s
plane while we trained at Patterson. In 7/42
we went to Sacramento to pick up new B25s
to fly to Australia. There was much concern
whether the planes carried enough fuel to
reach Hawaii without outboard wing tanks.
We did not have outboards, but after many
test flights we did fly them over.

"My first mission was from Horne Island
to 7-Mile on New Guinea to add fuel, and on
to Buna, the first combat mission flown by
the 71st. My last mission was in the Battle
of the Bismarck Sea. | left for home in 6/43,
arrived stateside in 7/43, and was assigned
to Greenville AAB until discharge in 9/45.”

There are still some blanks in the 38th’s
history-"The Sun Setters” needs YOUR
history, experiences, or vignettes.

38TH TACTICAL MISSILE WING

Colin Thompson forwarded a newspaper
clipping re deactivation of the 38th Tactical
Missile Wing which evolved from the 38th
Group of WWIl. He states the 71st
Squadron of WWII is still active as the 71st
Tactical Missile Squadron assigned to the
485th Tactical Missile Wing which to his
last knowledge was stationed at Floreness
AB, Belgium.

The 4/19/90 article, date-lined
Wueschheim Air Station, West Germany
and headlined "First U.S. Cruise Missiles
Flown Out of West Germany”, stated in part
"In diplomatic terms, the missiles’
withdrawal was a key step in 'INF treaty
compliance’. In military lingo, the
"drawdown” had begun...By removing and
destroying the first 8 of 64 cruise missiles
kept at Wueschheim, the Air Force is
abiding by the Intermediate-range Nuclear
Forces treaty signed with the Soviet Union
in 1987."”

"When all the missiles are gone, the 38th
Wing will cease to exist, said its com-
mander, Col. Richard Myers."”

Headquarters Squadron

Tom Kirby
Representative

Squadron members should addréss any
releases for future issues to Tom at his new

address, noted on page 2 under "Your
Association Contacts”.

405th Squadron

Gerry Carpenter
Representative

TRAGEDY AT THE 405TH

Lew Pavel

With Squadron areas at 17-Mile Strip at
distance from the strip, non-mission flights
would buzz their Squadron HDQ to request
transportation be sent for them.

One day in early '44 as | left my tent, a
B-25 buzzed over. As it pulled up sharply to
continue to the strip, something fell
through the floor.

(This was shortly after our belly turrets
had been removed to allow installation of a
disposable fuel tank. This greatly extended
our range and was dropped as we initiated
our target run , a technique resulting in a
very nasty surprise for the Japs when our
first attacks on Wewak--well beyond normal
range--caught most of their aircraft on the
ground resulting in one of the most
devasting strikes of the war. When flying
without that tank, the hole in the bottom of
the plane was covered with a piece of
plywood.)

| assumed it was a "fat cat” returning
from an Australian supply run and that
someone had laid a bag of potatoes on the
plywood. Visualizing a respite from of the
usual dehydrated variety, | walked on down
the hill to the object, and was stunned and
sickened to discover it was a body. | ran
down to HDQ but operations personnel
were already on their way up the hill.

We were later informed the victim was a
Gl who had wangled a ride from Australia to
rejoin his unit in New Guinea. Unfortunate-
ly, none of the crew thought to warn him not
to sit on the improvised cover, and the sud-
den increase in G’s as the plane left the
camp area ended his army career.

Gerry Carpenter forwarded this photo of
the plate which Nick Koster (crew chief
#984 in which Carpenter flew most of his
missions) had painted by a friend. Nick lives
in Kansas (Bennington) where only one
license plate is required on vehicles and
uses this on the front of his pickup. In-
cidently, Carpenter stated Nick was giving
#984 its 1,000-hour check when the war end-
ed, and would like to know if any other
planes in the Group reached or surpassed
that number--and so would "The Sun Set-
ters”.

PLAN NOw!!
REUNION ’90
38th Bomb Group Association
(WW 1I)
September 13-16, 1990
DAYTON, OHIO

822nd Squadron -
Clifford Sutherland (deceased)\ '™
Representative

Before his passing, Squadron rep Cliff
Sutherland reported "Black Sunday” as his
touchiest mission .

"A pilot named Thompson asked me to
go along as navigator. We left Nadzab up
through a pass and on to Hollandia. Our
route home was back through the same
pass, but as we approached it a tropical
rainstorm hit us. As we neared the pass, it
seemed a hundred planes were circling,
wondering what to do. The pilot and co-pilot
jerked their windows open to see better,
and this soaked my maps and blew them to
the floor in a useless wad. It was then the
pilot asked if | had any ideas as to what we
should do. Well, | had been dating some
native girls in the area and knew of a pass
that led out to sea, and the pilot took that
pass. We were followed by 2 B-24s , 3 A-20s
and 2 P-38s. The P-38s went into the drink
and | never found out what happened to
their pilots. The rest of us stopped at
Finchaven for gas and went on home.”

Sutherland stated he flew 52 combat mis-
sions and "never got a scratch. Our plane
was hit by a piece of heavy glass up at about
the pilot’s head and the cockpit was filled
with a whitish powder, but no one was hurt.

He reported his closest shave was at
Charters Towers. "We were coming in for a
formation landing and prop wash hit us. The
left wing nearly hit the ground and the left-
wheel banged into the runway. They sent us
up again with a lead plane so we wouldn’t
have the jitters. This time the same thing
happened and blew the left tire. we took off
at 45 degrees headed right at the tower. The
man in the tower jumped out and broke his
ankle. Pilot Edward MclLean and co-pilot
Ralph Klus went on around and came in for
a nearly normal landing.”

823rd Squadron

Al West
Representative

Bill Hanrahan recalls that while operating
off 17-mile strip at Port Moresby, weather
over the Owen Stanley Range produced
substantial periods of operational inactivity
and accompanying crew boredom.

During one such period, Major Holland
Legg, original 823rd CO, became involved in
a heated discussion one evening about the
ability of the #2 and the #3 ships in a three-
ship element to get into formation first.
17-Mile Strip was narrow (two B-25s could
not pass safely) and the hill at the end of the
strip required one lane to turn right, the next
to turn left, producing many thrills with
15-second takeoff intervals and prop wash.
To settle the question, the next morning
three B-25s lined up for take-off and all
three ships added power simultaneously for
an extremely hairy but ultimately safe take-
off. In the interest of safety, it was conced-
ed #2 and #3 tied, with any future such solu-
tions to the question banned.

Cribbage, bridge and poke served to
alleviate some of the boredom for air crews
while ground labored mightily to achieve
maximum availability of aircraft for the next
run. Books and periodicals were passed
from hand to hand until only tattered rem-
nants remained. Antique movies,
sometimes interrupted by a single
Japanese bomber at 30,000 feet drew full
houses. Remember those thrilling days?



