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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Our goal of con-
tacting all of our in-
active members has
started to pay divi-
dends. Since March
of this year twenty-
nine have paid dues.
As a matter of fact
oneindividual joined
as a life member.
! g8 Thisincreasein ac-
ISHAM M. JOHNSON tive membership is
a direct result of the fine effort put forth by all our
Squadron Representatives and our hard-work-
ing Secretary/Treasurer. My sincere thanks to all
of you as well as members involved.

One other thought - As you know, our
nstitution/By laws permits us to grant associ-
ate membership to individuals in recognition of
their desire to carry on the objectives and tradition
of this great organization. A prime source of
associate members, it seems to me, could very
well be our own sons, daughters and grandchil-
dren. If you know someone who is genuinely
interested in supporting our association and has
our own common interest at hean, please send
me your recommendations.

The item on the status of our memorial in
Dayton should be of interest to all of us. We are
hopeful that many of you can attend the dedica-
tion ceremony. Since some will not be able to
attend, we are planning to tape the ceremony to
show at the Reunion. Also, asa memento we plan
to have a replica made of the granite marker/
plaque in the form of a paperweight for sale at the
Reunion. We are extremely fortunate to have
dedicated members like Bob Hunter, Bob Lamb
and Harry Gaeke handling this very important
project. Our sincere thanks for a job well done.

Our reunion '92 here in San Antonio is now
lessthan a yearaway. PLAN NOW TO ATTEND.
See how many of your ole buddies you can round
up for what we know will be a great Reunion
Fiesta.

“ARE YOUR DUES CURRENT?”

~ Secretary/Treasurer Bill McKinstry asks that
you check the label on this mailing. The number
in( ) following your name indicates the year
through which you are paid - ie., “John Doe (90)"
means he owes for'91 and '92. When he pays his
$20 membership dues the year on his label will
change to (92). Let's ALL check!

EMERGENCY ON MOROTAI
Dean M. Clark, 822nd

On 11/16/44, immediately after Ormoc Bay,
our crew was given a night harassment mission
over Lolobata, an island adjacent to Morotai. It
had been by passed en route to the Philippines
but was well defended with ack-ack and search-
lights.

We took off before midnight with a load of
100 Ib demolition bombs to be dropped two at a
time in intermittent periods of 1 to 2 hours. The
idea was to keep the Japs awake and perhaps
fray their nerves.

Allwent well for several passes thru search-
lights and ack-ack, triggering out our bombs from
8,000 feet. About 4:00 a.m. we came off target
with our right engine afire. | cut fuel and co-pilot
Don Raymond pulled the extinguisher cord. We
crossed fingers until the fire went out seconds
later. We feathered the prop, salvoed remaining
bombs, and began let-down toward Morotai on
single engine.

Earlier, tail-gunner Leo McClory, reported a
P-61 Night Fighter was looking us over. We didn’t
give him much thought until descent when the
tower informed us our IFF (identification friend or
foe) was inoperative - no one was sure who we
were! That explained the P-61 - we were mighty
glad he wasn't trigger happy.

After making the tower’s requested identify-
ing turns while reducing altitude, and being cleared
toland, we were informed the base was on Yellow
Alert - runway lights would not be turned on until
final approach. Picture this - pitch black night, no
lights anywhere on the island, hoping we were
lined up with the runway since chances of a single
engine taking a combat-equipped plane around a
second time were slim indeed.

About 1/4 mile out on final approach, the
runway lights came on and we quickly set down.
The lights were out before we reached the first
taxiway. The tower then informed a Jap had
followed us in. We exited the plane in a hurry, hit
the coral deck, and watched anti-personnel bombs
exploding down the runway toward us. Thank
goodness the Jap ran out of bombs - 2 or 3 more
would have reached our exposed position.

The other crew members (Joe Gully - bom-
bardier, Bill Fanning - engineer, and Roger Coutier
- radio operator) agreed the flight was a harrow-
ing experience.

REUNION '92 HEADQUARTERS
THE HYATT REGENCY
26 - 30 AUGUST, 1992

Located in the heart of downtown, the Hyatt
has 632 beautifully appointed rooms. Spacious
hospitality suites have been reserved along with
meeting rooms and the Rio Grande Ballroom.

Step out of your room to discover a fantastic
array of diversions - fashionable shopping - water
taxi to the River Center Mall - hotel health club -
rooftop skypool - Jacuzzi - the Paseo del Rio with
its majestic cypress trees, banana palms, native
flowers and plants, and a variety of lovely shops
and restaurants - AND we have reserved six river
barges to give everyone a tour of the riverwalk
prior to our Welcoming Buffet on Thursday
evening, 27 August.

Think about it - this will be your headquar-
ters for four fun-packed days in San Antonio - you
can't beat that with a stick. = Y’ALL COME!

The Reunion '92 Committee.



YOUR 1991-92 ASSOCIATION CONTACTS

President ... ... . Isham (Ish) M. Johnson
11018 Whispering Wind, San Antonio, TX 78230
Vice President........... Sidney Sampson

1011 S. Congress, Austin, TX 78704

Secretary/Treasurer. . . . William J. McKinstry
473 Evergreen Drive, Tonawanda, NY 14150
71stSqdn.Rep.......... Eugene E. Benson
714 Grant Avenue, North Mankato, MN 56001
7istSqdn.Rep............. Robert W. Blair
1280 EIlm Street, Denver, CO 80220

405th Sqdn.Rep. . ......... Robert P. Fuqua
7101 Tilton Court, Fayetteville, NC 28314
405th Sqdn. Rep.: - ... ... cnonee - Ted Rich
17 Elsinor, Lincolnshire, iL 60069

822nd Sqdn. Rep............ Grant Nelson
Box 696, Ferndale, WA 98248

822nd Sqdn.Rep. . ........ James B. Thoren
8110 S. Possession Rd., Clinton, WA 98236
822nd Sqdn.Rep.......... Jack C. Wallace
3191 Castlerock Rd Oklahoma City, OK 73120
823rd Sqdn.Rep....... William E. Hanrahan
7580 Parker Drive, Mentor, OH 44060

823 Sqdn.Rep. ........ Dale W. Howieson
- 4025 Webb Rd., Ravenna, OH 44266
Hdg:Rep - = .- . ... -~ Thomas D. Kirby

P.O. Box 416, Simi Valley, Ca 93062
Editor "The Sun Setters” . . . .E.L. (Lew) Pavel
P.O. Box 915204, Longwood, FL 32791

“IN EVER-HONORED MEMORY"

Since publication of the May, 1991, newslet-
ter, we have been informed of ten veterans of the
38th Bomb Group that have gone to their final
resting place:

EdwardiHEMOTHSON i oo ainaeneenacio (70th)
George H. Guy ........ . (71st)
Adrian J. Powell ...
Edward A. Adler ..
John J. !\[atklns
Walter M. Weddle ......cccceurreevecennnnene

JoeGaBall e r ot e
Edward W. Harvey ..
Richard V. Nelson ...
Robert Schelin ............... ....(823rd)

* Rest in Peace, Brothers

We appreciate those who have informed us
of the passing of our war-time brothers, providing
us with the opportunity to honor them and extend
our heartfelt condolences to the widows and
families. Names for this column should be sent to
Secretary Bill McKinstry.

ADDITIONAL LIFE MEMBERS

The 38th Bomb Group Association has
gained seven new life members since the May,

1991, listing:
Richard C. Fields ~ ( 71st)
Oliver D. Filley ( 71st)
Reginald R. Ross  ( 71st)
Howie H. Rushing  ( 71st)
Doyle E. Anderson  (405th)
John Roman (405th)
William R. Ruark (405th)
Alfred J. Sellari (823rd)

These tax-deductible $100 donations assure
the donors of lifetime membership in the Asso-
ciation and are invested in insured bank CDs
with interest only used to finance Association
operations. Your membership in this brother-
hood can help ensure continued viability of
our organization in the years ahead.

ARE YOUR DUES
CURRENT?
(SEE ITEM ON PAGE 1)

KAVIENG HARBOR RESCUE

("The Sun Setters" appreciates permission
granted by the Mankato, MN, Free Press to
reprint this slightly edited article commemorating
reunion of the two principals in July, 1988--Edi-
tor.)

On 2/15/44, Eugene Benson's 71st BS B-
25, based at Dobadura, New Guinea, was hit by
Japanese gunfire during an attack on Kavieng at
the west tip of New lreland. With an uncontrol-
lable fire in the left engine, Benson completed the

bomb run and ditched his plane in the Japanese Ziiz.

controlled harbor.

Benson, co-pilot William Smith and naviga-
tor Hollie Rushing clambered thru the top hatch
and jumped into the ocean. His gunner, who
bailed out a scant 150 feet off the ground, and
radio operator were listed as missing, presumed
dead.

The spreading flames from the leaking fuel
prevented access to the plane's inflatable rubber
raft, and the three survivors bobbed on 12-foot
swells supported by their Mae West life vests,
only superficially injured but facing an uncertain
future.

About 75 miles south, Nathan Gordon, pilot-
ing a PBY Catalina flying boat, circled as search-
and-rescue stand-by for the mission. Alerted that
several bombers had crashed at Kavieng, Gor-
don headed for the area escorted by four P-47s.
With fighters pinpointing the individual crash sites,
Gordon set the big plane down in heavy seas as
Japanese 75mm shore batteries tried to get his
plane. Taxiing to the first raft sighted, Gordon
found it was empty and immediately took off to be
guided to another crash site to pick up six crew
members (some seriously injured) who had been
exposed to heavy Japanese gunfire for twenty
minutes, and took off to a third crash site--
Benson's.

Gathering Benson's crew aboard, little worse
for wear despite a two-hour soaking, relatively
minor cuts and flash burns, Gordon took the PBY
off and again headed south, but after about 50
miles, he got a call from a bomber that another
plane was down at Kavieng. Returning to the
crash site, Gordon found it so close to shore, he
had to overshoot the immediate area on landing
and taxi back to pick up the six survivors from two
rafts.

With the overloaded PBY taking on sea
water from several popped rivets in the hull, they
again lumbered into the air and flew to the hospi-
tal facility at Finschhafen, NG, where the rescued
airmen were patched up, with most of them
eventually returning to duty.

On recommendation of General Kenney,
5th AF Commander, Gordon was awarded the
Medal of Honor, the first Navy man to receive the
medal in the South Pacific. Benson received a
Silver Star for continuing his bomb run after the
plane was hit and for getting the stricken plane
down on the water relatively safely. He resumed
duty with the Wolfpack and flew another 21
bombing missions for a total of 62 before being
transferred stateside for duty as flight instructor.

REUNION 92

SAN ANTONIO
50TH ANNIVERSARY - SWPA
AUGUST 26 - 30

"On 15 September 1942, the 38th BG(M)
launched its first strike against the enemy. Thir-
teen sleek, olive drab B-25s took to the skies from
an advance base off the northern coast of Austra-
lia to smash enemy installations in the Buna
sector of New Guinea. All planes returned safely.
For a first raid, the mission was considered a
tremendous success.

"The group moved forward with Allied troops
inthe New Guinea campaign. Operating from the
Moresby area, it pasted targets at Lae, Salamaua,
Nadzab, Alexishaven and Wewak. Nor did en-
emy shipping escape the long, powerful air arm.

“As the New Guinea campaign progressed,
the group increased the efficiency and the strength
of its bombing strikes. New bombing tactics were
devised for the maneuverable Mitchells; it was

‘_v-_l_xxéu%_ 5 PHILIFOME ISLAMDS = July 1ms
"HISTORY OF THE 38TH
BOMB GROUP"
(continued)

found that the B-25s were especially adept a;\

low-level bombing attacks; over the land target
bombs-with-parachutes attached..known as
parafrag bombs..were dropped on the enemy;
and at sea, skip bombing and mast-head attack
were directed against enemy shipping. These
tactics forced the Japanese enemy everywhere
to fear and respect the North American bombers
of the 38th Bombardment Group.

"Then on 1 - 4 March 1943, the 38th in
conjunction with other elements of the Fifth Air
Force, participated in an attack on a Japanese
convoy spotted in the Bismarck Sea. The entire
convoy of transport vessels, cargo ships and
escorting destroyers was completely annihilated;
the official score of the 38th in this battle of the
Bismarck Sea was four destroyers sunk or dam-
aged and six cargo vessels destroyed or dam-
aged. For this outstanding performance the
group won the commendations of the theater
commander, General Douglas MacArthur and
General George C. Kenney, then the chief of the
Fifth Air Force.

"The strafing power of the 38th increased
with the gradual addition of more machine guns
to the nose of each B-25. Guns were installed
until there was a total of eight heavy machine
guns in the noses of the lead-spouting Mitchells.
This added power was used to great advaritage
in the low-level attacks on enemy positions.

"Again in the month of August 1943, the
group participated in the tremendous Allied air
attacks on enemy planes based at Wewak, New
Guinea. Coming over the designated target,

a

airmen of the 38th saw a beautiful sight..overtwo -

hundred enemy craft on the strips below were
lined up wing-tip to wing-tip. It was a target
considered by crews as ‘juicy"."

(continued next issue)



THE EDITOR SPEAKS

There are times it takes a mighty struggle to
get "The Sun Setter" put together - THIS was
NOT one of those times thanks to those who

riled in material throughout the summer.

Tothose whose articles are notin thisissue,
be assured they are being held for future use. We
strive for variety - if two articles are similar in text
or experience, the earliest received will be used
and the other held for a future issue.

Comb your memory, service record and
souvenirs. It is unlikely anyone could complete
a hitch without some experience he could
share with fellow veterans.

Have some pictures? - action or other -
wise? Let us check if they would be of general
interest - AND reproducible. In the past pictures
have been returned only after publication, but if
such delay is of concern, half-tones can be made
and originals returned promptly.

It's YOUR newsletter. YOU can help keep it
a viable, functional record of a very historic past
by sharing YOUR memories with "The Sun Set-
ter". Deadline for January '92 issue, (early be-
cause of Christmas holidays) is November 15th -
but the earlier, the better!

38th BG STATION LIST
(Provided by Al West, 83rd)

Langley Field, VA - 01/15/41 - 05/31/41
Jackson AAB, MS - 05/31/41 - 01/18/42
Movement to Australia - Jan. thru Aug. '42
...Ground echelon left Jackson AAB 18 January
for San Francisco Port of Embarkation;
arded the USAT Tasker H. Bliss on 31 January
for Brisbane, Australia; arrived on 25 February;
joined air echelons of the 71st and 405th Bom-
bardment Squadrons at Breddon Airdrome
in August 1942
...Air echelon of 69th and 70th Bombardment
Squadrons left Jackson AAB in January "42 for
San Francisco Port of Embarkation; spent 6
weeks at Fort McDowell, CA; moved to Patterson
Field, OH, for additional training; returned to
Pacific coast in May; arrived in Hawaii late May in
time to participate in the Battle of Midway. The
70th then moved to the Fiji Islands and the 69th
to New Caledonia; neither rejoined
the 38th Bomb Group.
...Air echelon of 71st and 405th Squadron left
Jackson AAB 18 January "42 for San Francisco
Port of Embarkation; remained until orders came
in April for movement to Patterson Field, OH;
moved to Hamilton Field in July; departed for
Breddon, Australia, by way of Christmas and
Canton Islands, the Fijis and New
Caledonia; arrived at home station in
August, 1942.
Breddon Airdrome - 08/04/42 - 09/11/42
Townsville, Aus - 09/11/42 - 10/29/42
Port Moresby, NG - 10/29/42 - 03/04/44
Nadzab, New Guinea - 03/04/44 - 10/01/44
Biak, Schouten Island - 10/01/44 - 10/15/44
Morotai, Mclucoa Island - 10/15/44 - 01/29/45
ingayen, Phil. Island - 01/29/45 - 06/21/45
“lawan Island, Phil.- - 06/21/45 - 07/01/45
—ingayen, Phil. Island - 07/01/45 - 07/25/45
Okinawa, Ryukyu Island - 07/25/45 - 11/16/45
ltazuke je AB, Japan - 11/16/45 - 08/31-46
ltami AB, Japan - 08/31/46 - 04/01/49

Laon AB, France -01/01/53 -

"As | Remember the B-25 and
Pappy Gunn"

(Final installment--R. L. Grover, 405th")

Gunnwas the firsttoputa 75MMin the nose
of a B-25. He flew the modified cannon ship on
a raid with the 3rd, his old Group, and hit the fire-
control unit of a Jap destroyer which required its
guns to be controlled individually and ineffec-
tively. The ship was then sunk with a 1000-pound
skip bomb altho Gunn insisted in all official proc-
lamations that he had sunk it with an airborne
75MM. In any case, the incident sold the army on
developing the B-25G.

A special purpose weapon, the G was par-
ticularly effective against small boats, barge traf-
fic, buildings and fuel depots. Even with an
inexperienced navigator as loader, 3 or 4 rounds
could consistently be put in an 8' circle during a
4000-yard run, altho manual loading in a rocking
airplane was not an enviable task. (On a test with
an army ordnance specialist, Grover got 9 shots
away on a simulated run emphasizing how cru-
cial was loader ability.)

When Pappy put the 75 in a P-38, his test
pilots all disappeared. However, he test-fired it
on the ground and found the P-38 could riot take
the recoil--even B-25s lost 5 mph momentarily
when the gun was fired and a crew member with
his arm on an open side-window ledge would
have his arm hair singed.

The B-25G's capability as a strafer was
more limited than other models since it had to fire
ata greater distance fromthe target. Ina strafing
run, the regular strafer presented a 3-dimen-
sional target until the nose was pointed at the
target when it could out-shoot the target with its
huge gun cluster. With a75MM, whenin range to
start firing at a destroyer, the destroyer had more
guns than the attacker. As a special purpose
weapon, the G could not serve general strafer
purposes as could B-25Cs and Ds.

B-25 strafers destroyed sea traffic, stopped
barge traffic and destroyed a large segment of
the Japanese Air Force on the ground during the
battle for New Guinea--a "loser" that turned into a
great success thanks to Pappy Gunn's ingenuity
and the diligence of the crews and support ech-
elons.

TARUMIZU

Stimulated by reported Jap rocket and air
activity, on 8/5/45 the four 38th BG squadrons
were assigned to hit Tarumizu, Kyushu, each
plane with 72 100-Ib instant-fused napalm bombs
to burn out a heavy concentration of houses.

Rendezvousing with the 345th, the 38th led
the wing north across Kagoshima Bay, swung
eastward inland, then west over the target, draw-
ing moderate to heavy anti-aircraft fire from the
Kanoya Airdrome area. Light to intense fire was
drawn from bluffs east of the target shooting out
the right engine of 2nd flight leader Lt. Everett F.
Brady, who nonetheless continued his run. Ona
290-degree heading, the six-abreast formation
sped in at minimum altitude, dropping all bombs
and spraying the area with 11,500 rounds of .50
calibre ammunition. Black smoke from a previ-
ous attack made observation difficult but direct
hits were noted on a school-house type building
and a warehouse. Withdrawing crews observed
a large red flare fire at Jetti and a yellow smoke
fire at Juni Cho. Later photo interpretation re-
vealed large uncontrolled fires and dense clouds
of smoke.

At 30 miles from the target area, Lt. Brady
ditched his plane so smoothly that altho it broke
up immediately, all six crew members escaped
with minor injuries. Two B-25s circled the crash
area until a Catalina and a B-17 "Flying Dutch-
man" arrived at 1735/1. Too rough for the “Cat"
to land, it dropped a life raft and called a subma-
rine which effected the rescue at 1800/1.

After several enjoyable days aboard the
sub, the crew returned to Okinawa 8/15 in excel-
lent condition. Pilot Brady was recommended for
the DFC and co-pilot Ira B. Baker for the Air Medal
for splendid handling of the severely crippled
airplane, their effective attack on the target and
the successful ditching. Navigator Merle L.
Meacham and radio operator Ted O. Wilson were
recommended for the Soldier's Medal for hero-
ism in saving engineer-gunner Ralph Lawson
who was unable to swim or to manage his life
vest. All crew members received the Purple
Heart.

PLAN NOW
REUNION -’92
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS



HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON
Tom Kirby
Representative

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON

(Just before deadline, Tom Kirby called to
inform he was unable to submit a report for this
issue since he had just been released form the
hospital after a serious operation. | am sure your
good wishes will be appreciated by this loyal,
cooperative supporter - Editor.

71ST SQUADRON
Eugene Benson
Robert W. Blair
Representatives

“FIND YOUR BUDDY" UPDATE

Gene Benson reports Paul Popma (71st)
working through the Department of Veterans
Affairs to locate 9 friends, has had his letters
forwarded to Vernon M. Ruther, Bradford P.
Donovan, Harry J. Copsey, Mortie M. Marks and
Joseph G. Maupin, and has been informed of the
~_passing of crew members Wallace L. Wright-
1965, Jackson C. Futch-1947, Harry T.
Mavromates-1989, and Gustave R. Rau-1952.

Popma was provided with proper procedure
to follow in searches--to wit:

"The processing of name and location
searches is under jurisdiction of the VA Records
Processing Center . . . Send any request for
location search to Director, VA Records Process-
ing Center, P. O. Box 5020, St. Louis, MO 63115
... Upon receipt of your request and remittance
of $2 per name submitted, the VA RPC will
conduct a search for the veterans on your list and
provide you with file numbers and folder locations
of those living veterans for whom they are able to
locate a record. Also they will indicate if the
veteran is deceased or if they have been unable
to locate a record. Upon receipt of this informa-
tion, you should provide the specific regional
offices with your letters to be forwarded in un-
sealed envelopes showing no return address and
bearing sufficient postage to cover mailing costs.
Your return address may be shown in the letters
to be forwarded." Inclusion of the individual's
army serial # can be helpful if you have it.

B-25 VIDEO CASSETTES

Ken Moir, Aeroco, informs the delay in com-
pleting the B-25 video stems from his inability to
use a leased studio to its full extent, thwarting
processing the narration and the sound track. He
has apologized for the repeated delays but antici-
pates the videos will be on their way about the
same time this issue of “The Sun Setter” is
mailed.

405TH SQUADRON ¢
Robert F. Fugua
Ted Rich

Representatives

“FUN" IN THE ADMIRALTIES

(Ye Olde Editor follows up on Joe Blessing's
report in the May issue.)

A few 405th planes were sent to newly
acquired tiny Los Negros Island (a single narrow
strip) to lend support to ground forces on larger
Manus Island across the strait. Arriving late
afternoon, we were slated for dawn takeoff to
attack areas designated by Manus ground com-
mand, then fly directly back to Nadzab since no
refueling was available.

That evening a golden-tongued sailor in the
makeshift officers club offered our crew a moon-
light cruise around Los Negros ("a nightly sub
patrol, but we haven't seen one yet") and we
jumped at the chance for Navy chow. Dinner was
great, and lounging on deck full of steak and
REAL potatoes, the cruise was a delight!!!--until
we reached the isiand's end leaving the protec-
tion of the strait. The PT boat started bouncing all
over creation and the Navy boys thought the sight
of three fly-boys hanging over the rail was hilari-
ous. WE had serious doubts we would be able to
fly in the morning--but fly we did!--down the right
side of the Manus strip, 50's blazing and laying
anti-personnel bombs, then a right turn back to
Nadzab, debriefing---AND THE BLESSED SACK!

(Joe's PT patrol was probably assigned to
check fire power on New Biritain since the Admi-
ralties were to provide an air base from which to
support a landing on that island, subsequent
strategy dictating its bypass while continuing up
the New Guinea coast.)

822ND SQUADRON |,
Grant W. Nelson ;
James B. Thoren
Jack C. Wallace
Representative

GOING AND COMING

Bill McKinstry (822nd) took to the water-
ways both going and coming, and found both
interesting experiences.

GOING OVERSEAS on the USS Gen. H.
W. Butner in February '45 as one of a group of A-
20 pilots and gunners along with 5000 "Jeeps"
who had just finished Basic Training, we were
suckers for the ship's crew. Unaccustomed to
only two meals a day, we gladly forked over $1.50
for the roast beef sandwiches they were selling.
However, we did resent the prodding in the ribs
with the billys of the SP's when it was announced
"Now hearthis! Allhands below decks.” As Army
Air Force crew, we considered ourselves as
better than cattle and one of our guys came up
with a great idea. We had all been issued 45
automatics (no ammunition) and he suggested
that on the morrow we wear the holster and 45s
over our shoulders under our B-4 jackets. The

expressions on the faces of the SP's when they
started prodding and we all unzipped those jack-
ets were a joy to behold! They never prodded us
again.

COMING HOME on the S.S. George

Middlemas with 68 rotation points in Decemb‘\

'45, we ran into a typhoon and had rough seas .
several days. | was bunked in gun-crew quarters
onthe fantail and had to use the ropes they strung
from there to midships to get to the messhall.
After it got calm, walking the deck amidship |
looked over the side and noticed a wrinkle in the
hull that went below the water line. Only when |
saw one atthe same location on the other side did
| grasp the significance. That typhoon d--n near
broke the ship in halfl--BUT it did get us home!

823RD SQUADRON
William Hanrahan

Dale W. Howieson
Representatives

A GLOWING REPORT

Indefatigable Bill Hanrahan (823rd) re-
sponded to the editor's appeal for still another
article with the following:

"At the risk of being called a scatological
(page 1618 in Websters Unabridged Dictionary)
old man, | must tell about the additional hardship
encountered at 17-Mile Strip in New Guinea.

"Our squadron latrine was located about
100 feet from the dispensary and 200 feet fror
the mess hall. After a period of use, those large
greeninsects, appearing to be about 1/20th scale
of a P-47, multiplied in their new-found nursery.
In the interests of sanitation, flight surgeon Dr.
Daniels decided to soak the pit with kerosene to
discourage further expansion of the green mon-
sters. Naturally some (or all) of us deposited
cigarettes into the pit and the contents were set
aglow. Of course this unpopular location could
not be abandoned until we moved to Nadzab. My
guess is the pit is still glowing and any present
day archeologists would be stymied in studying
this phenomenon.

"The mess hall was screened, but this did
not deter the green bugs from entering into this
epicurean house, not only for inspection but also
to sample the efforts of our cooks. Occasionally
they would fall into the bread dough, or anything
edible--however, they would stand out in the
baked bread. Frankly, | haven't eaten raisin
bread since then and thoroughly examine my
favorite oatmeal cookies.”

REUNION 90 MEMORY BOOK
Bob Lamb reports The Memory Book has
been mailed. If you have not received yours or if
you neglected to order this excellent souvenir, a
few copies are available at $10. If your picture
was taken but you did not order, send a copy of
your proof to verify your likeness. Address orders
and inquiries to:
Campus Portraits, 3701 Wilmington Pike
Kettering, OH 45429
(Ph. 513-298-6275).

“



