822nd Squadron

THE 38TH BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION (WWII)

MAY 1992

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As you know our
upcoming Reunion
will have asits theme
the 50th Anniversary
of the Group entry
into WWII. Naturally
we members of the
38th want to be re-
membered for the
| Group contribution to

: the war effort and its
ISHAM M. JOHNSON g ;ccessful conclu-
sion. However, our Reunion, as always, will be
dedicated to the memory of all those who
ﬁﬁcipated. We ask each of you to make a
‘ ial effort to attend this “Special Reunion”.
i~ meet an old war buddy you haven’t seen in
fifty years is an experience -- well, you can’t
describe it. | certainly can’t.

The response to our Reunion mailing was
very good. Approximately 50% of ourmembers
returned the post card. Based upon the “plan
to” and “hope to”, we should have over 400 in
attendance.

During our business meeting at Reunion
'92, we will elect our officers and select site for
Reunion '94. (If you plan to extend an invita-
tion, let me hear from you.) We have a great
organization -- all of our members have con-
tributed in a meaningful way to its continuing
growth and financial strength. To keep this a
viable organization, we need members to step
forward an accept a position of leadership. Is
there some work involved? Yes -- but the
rewards are far greater. The interaction with
the membership, meeting members, making
new friends, the satisfaction of knowing that
you have contributed to keeping this Associa-
tion alive and well will be a big plus in your life
foryears to come. Send me a note --tellme you
wantto serve. It's “Just The Right Thing To Do.”

“THE ULTIMATUM”
~ For those who paid for a B-25 video at
..eunion '90 in Dayton, Bob Lamb has the
following to report.
“An agreement was reached with the pro-
ducer of the video, Ken Moir of Aeroco, that if
he can not have the videos completed by May
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1992, our original order for 80 videos will be
voided. If that is the case, all who ordered the
video will get their money back before Reunion
'92. ]

“Had | known how much heartburn this
effort would cause, | would never have initiated
the order, however, it seemed like such a great
idea. | am truly sorry for the inconvenience.”

SAN ANTONIO
BOTANICAL GARDENS

The Botanical Gardens places emphasis
on native vegetation from three regions -- the
East Texas pinewoods, Southwest Texas plains
and Central Texas Hill Country -- illustrating
history of each using trees, plants and authen-
tic buildings native to each area. Formal gar-
dens, Biblical garden, garden for the blind,
children’s garden and a water conservation
project are also located in the complex, the
$6.5 million Lucile Halsell conservatory being
the newest addition. (Photos courtesy of San
Antonio Convention and Visitors Bureau.)

RIVER WALK

Located downtown along a mile and a half
section of the meandering San Antonio River,
the River Walk (Paseo del Rio) hugs the banks
of the river 20 feet below street level, offering
visitors a picturesque collection of shops, res-
taurants, hotels and night clubs. One can dine
indoors or at patio cafes, enjoying German,
Irish, ltalian, Japanese, Cajun, Tex-Mex and
Texas cruisine. The towering cypress trees and
semi-tropical vegetation create a beautiful oa-
sis in the middle of America’s ninth largest city.

REUNION 92
AUGUST 26-30
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
38TH BOMB GROUP -
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY

Your Reunion Committee is making final
preparations for our Reunion here in River City
San Antonio.

We are planning a Style Show for the
ladies on Saturday morning while the men are
having their business meeting. The Breakfast/
Style Show will be interesting - a fun time - and
will be over in time for those going on the
Saturday tour.

In celebration of the 38th’s 50th anniver-
sary, we will decorate the “Ready Room” with
all the memorabilia and artifacts we can find. If
you have items that you want to share, please
bring them along.

In case you are on the fence as to whether
to drive or fly, we recommend flying as there
are so many activities within easy walking
distance of the hotel -- a few examples: the
Alamo Plaza, open daily until 5:00 p.m. In
addition to the Alamo, the Plaza also has its
share of fastfood establishments, The Memory
Lane Doll and Toy Museum, The Plaza The-
ater of Wax and Ripley’s Believe It Or Not.

La Villita (Little Village) is a restoration of
the original town and is a unique arts and crafts
community.

The Institute of Texan Cultures, a mu-
seum of Texas history and folk culture.

Hertzberg Circus, a museum containing
more than 20,000 items of Big Top Memora-
bilia.

Many other attractions are just beyond
walking distance but are very interesting and
easily accessible by San Antonio public trans-
portation (the 15-cent trolley ride or the excel-
lent Via bus line) -- for example:

...SeaWorld of Texas - a 250-acre marine
zoological park with marine animals in enter-
taining and educational shows and exhibits.
...Fiesta Texas - a theme park opening this
month which is very much like “Opryland USA”
in Nashville. The cultures of several countries
are portrayed by singing and dancing plus a lot
of other types of entertainment.

Many other attractions will be listed in your
Registration Package. Startpackingnow! Come
to Sanantone, the Star of Texas!

S
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ADDITIONAL LIFE MEMBERS
The Association has gained two new Life
Members since the January 1992 listing:

Richard A. Nahrwold. ............... 822nd
VirgiEE BRI  S: o re 823rd
Rodman H. Williams .................. 71st

Current breakdown by Squadron:
SQUADRON MEMBERS DECEASED

Hgs 7 1
71sts 32 4
405th 53 4
822nd 22 2
823rd 33 1
TOTAL 147 12

“IN EVER-HONORED MEMORY”

Since publication of the January 1992
newsletter, we have been informed of nine
veterans of the 38th Bomb Group that have
gone to their final resting place:

James L AWHhIHE ..o - i e o e e HQ
James H. Felgenhauer ............... 405th
Alexander McCorkle ................. 405th
RobertJ. Henderson................. 405th
AldenJ.ChalWin ... .oooooiioivin o e 823rd
JONN L DOHa G o v v smsie e s s 823rd
HerneHanletPilKillion . oo .- s - 823rd
Clarence Piper..........c.cooven.. 823rd
Ignatius “Ted” Shabowski ........... 823rd
WaremESTolgn ..o oo cinnton wivs s 823rd

* Rest in Peace, Brothers *

On behalf of their friends in the Associa-
tion, heartfelt condolences are extended to the
widows and families of our departed com-
rades.

(Members are urged to notify Secretary
Bill McKinstry of the passing of the 38th Bomb
Group veterans that we may honor them with
this final tribute.)

A “SHANTY” O’NEILL MEMORIUM
By Walt Krell, 822nd
(conclusion)
“Anecdotes about Shanty would fill books.
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One of my favorites -- when Shanty got the
38th, it had only the 71st and the 405th, with the
82nd to be formed with me as CO and 823rd
with Barney Johnson, with 40 new B-25s with
75mm nose cannons and blisters of two 50 Cal
guns on each side of the fuselage.

“Crew training was set up at Charters Tow-
ers (70 miles west of Townsville), the base
commander of which was an ancient chicken
colonel whose constant interference with the
war effort was so much help to the Japs. Early
struggles to eliminate useless procedures were
blocked and impeded by the commander, and
| was a constant target of his complaints. He
would track me down on the line or wherever
and work me over about the behavior of our
men on the base, in town, in the mess hall -- |
soon had enough to prompt me to ask Shanty
to get him off my back.

“Shanty had me pick him up in Townsville.
We flew back to Charters Towers, and drove
out to the headquarters just off the end of and
slightly to one side of the runway. For 30 min-
utes Shanty listened in deadpan silence while
the old coot unloaded about “new undisciplined
Air Corps flying tramps”. Shanty, just promoted
to full colonel, had borrowed the eagle insignias
for his shirt collar. The eagle heads face right or
left, according to how they are pinned on --
Shanty’slittle eagle faced the wrong way. As we
were leaving, the CO spied the error, fetched an
eagle facing the right way from his trinket box,
proceeded to pin it on Shanty’s collar. Shanty
tensed up and | backed off a couple paces, but
nothing happened and we left.

“Wherever we went, Shanty always did the
flying. As we taxied out, Shanty asked, ‘Which
runway leads over the old b’'s camp?’ | cau-
tioned ‘The wind’s the other way.’ ‘I didn’t ask
you about the wind,” he countered. The B-25
was light -- Shanty had it off halfway down the
runway, flaps and wheels up by runway’s end
and still under six feet altitude. He swung over
the colonel’s pyramidal tent, straddied the peak
with his props and hauled up. We peeled around
and looked down -- the tent was smashed flat!

“When | got back to Charters Towers, the
old boy was waiting -- did | know within minutes
after he had given orders to Col. O’Neill to put
astoptoaircraftflying over his area, some crazy
pilot demolished the calonel’s tent with him still
inside? He had suffered and could have been
hurt. | was to track down the pilot. There would
be a court martial he raged, red-faced and
shaking his swagger stick in my face.

“Then | told the old duck the pilot was CO
O'Neill himself who declared anyone stupid
enough to set up headquarters in such a site
was asking to get hurt, that he hoped he had
made his point, and that he was at that moment
en route to Brisbane to ask General Kenney
(Commanding General, 5th AF) to assignanew
training base for these critically needed combat
units where they would no longer be an incon-
venience to the Colonel. Within two days the
Colonel had been relieved of his command and
promptly departed the base, whereupon I made
it eminently clear to the base paddiefeet that
O’Neill could quickly arrange for any of them to
be shouldering muskets overthe Owen Stanley
range -- that their job was to provide the ser-
vices the flyboys needed -- or else! -- and things
did improve!

“ltwas a great privilege to work with Col. O’Neill.
His qualities of greatness earned the respect
and admiration of all those who knew him.”

AN EARLY HISTORY OF THE 405TH
Ken Hoke, 405th

The 15 Reconnaissance Squadron (M)
was activated at Langley Field, VA, 1-15-41,
Captain Millard C. Lewis, CO. Shortly thereaf-
ter, it moved to Jackson Air Base, MS,
redesignated as the 405th Bomb Sque
(M), equipped with B-26s and assigned «. -
tional personnel. Lewis was promoted to Ma-
jor.

Immediately after Pearl Harbor, equip-
ment was crated for a New York APO, but later
changedto San Francisco APO, andin 1/42we
ended up at the Cow Palace there. Lewis,
promoted to Lt. Colonel, was a “Shape Up or
Ship Out’, “Spit and Polish” CO much re-
spected by all of the original 40 man cadre, and
went through the War Department for approval
to go overseas with the 405th although the
position called for a Major.

The 405th left California on the Tasker H.
Bliss, landing in Brisbane, Australia. We then
went south to Ballarat where we were billeted
in private homes. The late Kenny Balmer (an
RAAF pilot at the start of the war) and | were
billeted in the same home. We still had equip-
ment for the B-26's originally assigned to us,
including tow targets for gunnery practice.
Within a few weeks, tents, mess hall, etc. were
set up across from the Australian Air Base just
outside of Ballarat, and there the ground ech-
elon underwent all types of training. Officers at
the camp included Lt. D.C. Carpenter, Ass't.
Adjutant; Lt. L. J. McLarney, Co.; Lt. C.M.
Reeves, Supply Officer; Lt. W. A. Willis, Arma-
ment Officer; Capt. F. J. Amato, Medical Offi-
cer.

Kenny Balmer, Wayne Gustin, '\
Laughlin, Paul Carney, Tom Gordon, | ar. «
few others had an Australian mother, owner/
operator of the Ballarat Hotel, a wonderful
person who made us feel at home and even
wrote to our parents. We modified her draft
beer bar so she could serve cold, and while
Australians liked their beer warm with plenty of
salt, it did increase her business -- and when
one of the boys had too much, she would put
him to bed in her hotel and have a cab take him
outtothe base before roli call. Balmerand | had
birthdays in March and she closed the dining
room early to give Kenny and me a wonderful
birthday dinner, as she subsequently did for
others she had taken under her wing. After our
return to the States, she wrote to many of us.

In September ’42, the 405th moved to
Townsville, Australia, where we got our first
look at the B-25, not without some misgivings
after our B-26 training. Here the Squadron
organizedits airand ground crews, then moved
to Charters Towers from which early missions
were initiated against the Japs.

Looking through pictures of the B-25's
taken at Charters Towers before their modifi-
cation into strafers, some of the Green Dragon
names | recalled were Per Diem, Mississippi
Rebel, Texas Beaver, The Jersey Bouncer,
Dirty Dora, Old Cappy, San Quentin Qualil,
Damn Yankee and Rebel. Does anyone ‘\
member any of the others? /

| did keep track of all the rumors | heard
over there, writing them down to see how many
rumors were the same only with different word-
ing. If my memory serves me correctly, | listed
1,073 rumors in three months time -- does that
sound about right?



THE EDITOR SPEAKS

Because Ted Rich’s comments cover the
very subjects | had intended to comment upon,
and because they apply to ALL Squadrons, |
have borrowed his letter (slightly edited). Read

heed!!

“1. Please make every effort to attend the
5uuai Anniversary 38th Bomb Group Reunionin
San Antonio 8/26-30/92. Make plans NOW so
it won't conflict with a fishing, hunting or golf
vacation. Tell friends and relatives you won't
be available until after Labor Day.

“2. Let's all help Lew Pavel with ‘The Sun
Setters’ newsletter. Not only do | look forward
to every issue, but so do the widows of our
buddies. Lew needs stories (big and little) of
what happened during the waryears -- like who
forgot to park his jeep correctly at the officer's
club in the spring of '43 and it rolled down the
hill and knocked down whose tent? Or name
the crew and date the first Group plane landed
at Amberly Field-Brisbane in August '42, and
first crew and date to land at Charters Towers,
Port Moresby, 30-Mile, 14-Mile, 17-Mile.
Nadzab, Morotai, Lingayen, Okinawa, Stazuke,
and Itami.

“3. Please pay your 91/92 membership
dues if you have not already done so. Where
can you get more enjoyment and satisfaction
for $207? If there are names of inactive Group
members on the January '91 roster who you
know have passed away or who have new
addresses, please send the information to Presi-
dentIsh Johnson or Sec./Treas. Bill McKinstry.
Also, we know there are still Group veterans

there who have been overlooked -- we
" .dtheir names and addresses.

“4. | have contacted six people who could
not attend the Dayton Reunion and they have
all promised to attend the 50th Anniversary
Reunion in San Antonio. HOW ABOUT
NOl222>

“PS. If anyone has a copy of orders given
to us at the end of July 42 at Sacramento or
Hamilton Field listing crews and directing us
to fly to Brisbane, Australia, | would appreciate
a copy of both 405th and 71st orders. (I can't
even rememberour radio-man’s name.)”

Re paragraph 2, a check of the last four
issues (1/91 through 1/92) indicates we used
contributions from 42 members. It seems in-
credible anyone who spent one to three years
in an active war zone would NOT have had any
interesting or unusual experiences they could
share with their theater buddies. We need
YOUR story -- itdoesn’t have to be valorous or
glamorous. Everyday events are just as inter-
esting to those who can relate simply because
they were there. What happened to you may
have happened to us -- we need YOU to stir up
old memories. Never written an article? -- just
outline the basic facts and we’ll do it for you.
Poor speller? -- I've got a 2,129-page diction-
ary to help me over that hurdle. Poor penman-

™7 -- we can handle it (usually)! BUT WE
2D YOUR INPUT! Our next deadline is 8/
15/92 for the September post-Reunion issue.

38TH BG REUNION MAKE
YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY!

A TOUR OF ISLANDS
Burton S. Cooper 405th

Asked to jot down 38th BG/405th BS expe-
riences, | realized | could record unnoticed and
unrecorded heroism or reminisce on non-com-
bat experience. Most of us have reached the
biblical three-score-and -ten and understand
the tendency to remember some things that
never happened, and so with that caveat ----

NADZAB - Thatched roofs, bamboo huts,
mosquito nets black with mildew. Loud-speaker
- Andrew Sisters, Rum and Coca Cola. Natives
trading for razor blades. The strip surrounded
by impenetrable grass.

LINGAYEN - Beautiful beach, crescent
shaped, sparkling; purple to north and east,
north and west. Bamboo and nipa huts; digging
wells, building showers, scavenging aircraft
graveyard for motors, hoses, batteries, 50-
gallon drums. Scour the countryside for arti-
facts, a piano in jungle home of a Manila
University professor. To a dance in a jungle
clearing with stop at houseboys’ darkened
house on stilts; chicken cooked in a clay pot. In
the jungle, ten-piece orchestra playing latest
stateside music. Filipino girls in small corral
awaiting invitation to dance. Music stops, back
to corral. War has its iniquities.

PALAWAN - Sent south from Lingayen to
Palawan to bomb Balikpapan. After operation
briefing, walk along beach wondering why we
were there. The war had passed by. Never got
the answer but learned you can’t make ice
cream with crushed salt tablets.

OKINAWA - Six inches top soil on bed of
coral. Tents pitched on hills above Okinawan
tombs. Kamikazes. Typhoon. Dogs emerging
from tombs chewing Okinawan skeletons. War
ends in Japan. Okinawa erupts.

Back south MOROTAI - Bypassed islands
have not surrendered. War goes on. More
missions. PT boats. Exchanging missions.
Dawn takeoff over boats, props sucking laun-
dry off their lines. Dance, beer at PT base. PT
captain’s invitation to Jap surrender. Flotilla of
boats roaring to rendezvous with Jap barge.
Three Mikado figures, cocked hats, samurai
swords, braided epaulets. PT’s circle, Japs
bow. War is over again.

Back to OKINAWA. Medal ceremony, pa-
rade on strip. LSM to board Admiral Koontz for
home. From LSM at midnight, Joe King bellows
across the water to Koontz, “Get me off this --
----- barge.”

The war is really over!

COMBAT NICKNAMES
Lee Grover, 405th

There are times when a word or descrip-
tion becomes a nickname that sticks. The best
illustration | know of a navigator who was
pulled off an air transport crew and assigned to
a405th combat crew instead of returning to the
U.S. He kept telling himself (and anyone else
who would listen) “they can’t do this to me” as
he walked toward the Headquarters tent at 17-
Mile Strip in New Guinea.

This sharp lieutenantwore a pressed khaki
uniform, pants tucked into paratrooper boots,

carried a new B-4 bag in one hand and a new
CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN

navigator’s kit in the other. He stuck out dra-
matically in his neat, clean appearance. “Porky”
Thrush was reading a comic book as he sat
with a group of air crew members on alert, all
dressed in not-so-clean, unpressed uniforms.
The comic book character was a spider wear-
ing paratrooper boots. “Porky” looked up from
his comic book, saw the new navigator’s boots
and cried out, “Spider” -- and that's when Lt.
Gardner became “Spider” to everyone. | never
heard his real name until two years later when
we were stationed at the same stateside base.

(Editor's note: Grover mentioned a few
other nicknames to 405th Rep., Ted “Teddy
bear” Rich, who added some and suggested it
might be fun to have anyone who recognized a
nickname and recalls how it came about to
send it to the Editor along with any others he
might know for use in a follow-up. Now on
the list -- Acey Ducie, Baldy, Bones, Buster,
Diamond Jim, Hof, | Don’t Know, If 909 is
Ready, Pork Chop, Shanty, Swisher, Two-
Gun, Zombie. The Editor threw in a sleeper
--“Bones” -- which he earned by losing so
much weight on New Guinea cuisine -- 61"
tall and 123 pounds -- that he was sent down
to Sydney to fatten up. The nickname stuck,
although its first post-war use at the 1986
reunion was a bit inappropriate -- weighed in
at 202.0

“MY LAST MISSION”
John L. Trease, 823rd

My last mission still stands out as one of
the most unforgettable of the 34 | flew. The
date, August 11, 1945, and we were to hit
shipping in the Sea of Japan with take-off
around 0400 hours to catch the enemy before
they reached port on the overnight run be-
tween Korea and Japan.

| was leading the group, and we were
taking off singly, rendezvousing at Tsu Shima
off the Kyushu coast. A terrible storm raged
during takeoff, and to enable the night fighters
to identify us, a predetermined corridor was to
be followed on our way out of Yontan. This
proved pretty hair-raising since jungle rot had
destroyed the ultra violet instrument lights, and
| was all over the corridor with my co-pilot
holding a flashlight on the panel. Sunrise was
a most welcome sight.

My navigator, Captain L.J. Champs, was
new to the theater, having completed a tour in
the ETO, mostly flying from Africa to Southern
France and ltaly. It seemed to me Champ was
busier eating K-rations than keeping track of
our position and we missed the rendezvous!
After setting up a search pattern, we finally
spotted land through the low ceiling and re-
stricted visibility.

Champ confirmed our position but | still
had my doubts since no other planes were
around. However, upon reaching Fusan har-
bor, Champ plotted a course to the rendezvous
where the entire group was circling and wait-
ing.

As we setouton a heading given us by the
B-24 Snooper to find the six-ship convoy, we
learned the war was over and we were ordered
to break off without ever sighting the convoy.

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND
50TH ANNIVERSARY - SAN ANTONIO



HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON
Tom Kirby Representative

No Report

71st SQUADRON
Eugene Benson
Robert W. Blair
Representatives

No Report

405th SQUADRON
Robert F. Fugua
Ted Rich
Representatives

DETACHED DUTY
Bill Garland, 405th

Earlyin 1944 while home-based atNadzab,
we were dispatched to operate for a few mis-
sions out of Merauke on the southern coast of
Dutch New Guinea. We put tents, air mat-
tresses, mosquito nets and mess kits in the
rear fuselages of the B-25s and went over the
mountains to that fine resort city. We pitched
our tents under the coconut trees and stood in
line with our mess kits for those great picnic
lunches.

The targets we hit didn’t have any memo-
rable names; however you can't tell that to
Andy Beverage. He, his navigator and one of
his gunners were wounded on one of those
milk runs.

Afterafewdays of this “plush living” Johnny
Carte and | were given the go sign to hop down
to Aussie Land and fill our birds with those tall
bottles of Australian Ambrosia. Upon our re-
turn we landed after a rain squall passed by
and parked our birds containing the precious
cargo.

Some non-thinking character made a boo-
boo, informing several ground crew members
the beer was only for flying personnel. Need-
less to say our mechanics, armorers, radio
repairman, crew chefs, etc., were not to be
denied. Somehow all of our saturated person-
nel were rounded up although some were
found in mighty odd places.

Strange as it may seem, | don’t recall this
incident affecting our flying schedule.

DATE LINE: NADZAB
Sam Mazzarra

Sam Mazzarra reminds that the enlisted
personnel had open showers in New Guinea
untilcanvas became available to enclose them.
“Until that point, the EM’s gave the natives a
free side show, with them standing in a line,
pointing and laughing while we showered.”

Sam also recalls the “Italian Club” periodic
spaghetti dinners in the mess hall around mid-
night. “Our illustrious chef was Frank DiPonio
(deceased). We would pick up ltalian cheese,

spaghetti and other condiments in Sydney
where there was (and still is) quite a large
ltalian settlement.

“There was alittle lean-to about half way to
Lae which sold hamburgers and steak sand-
wiches for 5 pounds! That was over $15.00! --
which explains why we had very little beef in
New Guinea. The G.I. stevedores had a corner
on the market.

“And speaking of markets, on my first
leave to Sydney (Dec./Jan. 43/44), we were
outof cigarettes at 17-mile and couldn’t get any
at the Roma House where we received our
booze and cigarette rations, but there were
plenty of Camels in the Sydney black market!”

-- AS | REMEMBER NEW GUINEA --
Bob Williams - 405th
$21.00 a day -- once a month!

Chattanooga, on 12/9; Fort Oglethorpe
and swearing in on 12/16.

Christmas '41 at Keesler Field. Basic and
A.M. School at Keesler -- Jefferson Barracks,
Angel Island and then under the Golden Gate
7/42. Three weeks aboard the Mt. Vernon with
7,000troops --unescorted! 21 days laterlanded
in Sydney. 8/42 - Melbourne Cricket Grounds.
Four-day ride on Aussie troop train heading
north, passing numerous sheep trains.

Joined 405th in Charters Towers at mid-
night, just in time to break camp and head for
Townsville at daybreak. Four-day boat ride to
Guinea (my 19th birthday on this ship 10/18/
42). Barge ride up river to 30-mile
strip...mosquitoes...evacuation to 17-mile strip.

405th and 71st in combat with 6 planes
each -- no replacements -- no parts. Bismark
Sea 3/43. Lost my crew chief Abner Yoder and
plane “Little Gem”. 100-plane Jap raid on
Moresby.

Nadzab, Merawki, Hollandia, Biak, Morotai.
Lingayen on first plane in with Col. Gavin. Lost
my plane at Lingayen; other plane made it back
with half tail section missing. Okinawa. Big
Bomb. 85 points and home.

Three years with the 405th and did not get
to Japan! What else did | miss? -- certainly not
the battles of Mackay and King Cross.

ON TOP THE KUNAI

Ray Lewman reports that on one of Ed
Maurer's many visits with him in Austin, Texas,
Ed stated he and Phil Kelsall were having a few
drinks of soda pop in the officer’s club in Port
Moresby one evening. About midnight they
decided to return to the 405th Squadron area.
As they were walking down the narrow path
through the kunai grass with Phil a few steps
ahead, he cautioned Ed to be careful of a tire
laying in the path, but by the time he finished,
Ed had stepped on it and it moved. Ed said he
jumped straight up, landed on top of the kunai
grass and ran about a hundred feet before
landing in the path to resume his trip to the
squadron. No doubt it was the soda pop that
gave Ed the lift to run on top of kunai grass.

(Ray subsequently checked with Phil who
did not remember the incident, but as Ed’s
navigator, the editor can vouch for the story.)

GAS MASK DILEMMA

George Milos reports that while stationed
at Nadzab, New Guinea, a Japanese reco-
plane came over one night and dropped a flare
near the 405th planes. The smoldering rem-
nants dropped in the revetment w
Frankfather, Martin and Shue were in thei
One of them smelled the smoldering remnant
and shouted “Gas attack!” Immediately there
was a mad scramble for the TWO gas masks
hanging on the center pole of the tent. Martin
didn’t get one (one of which was actually his)
and it made him angry enough to pull off the
nose pieces of the masks on the other two
fellows, asserting “If | die, you S.O.B.s are
going to die, too!”
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“ALCOHOL BUSTERS”

John Trease provided the above photo of
Bill Lupardus formally presenting a copy of the
“Alcohol Busters” painting to the American
Airpower Heritage Museum (a part of the Con-
federate Air Force) in Midland, Texas.

Members of the 823rd, who sponsored the
painting, expressed their appreciation to Lupe
for handling the personal presentation of the
painting which will serve to commemorate the
38th Bomb Group and make it possible for
generations to become acquainted and to ap-
preciate the part the 38th Bomb Group played
in World War Il.

“DON’T WE ALLY

Al Barbour reports that his 29 year old ‘\
Russ, accompanied him to the 5th Air Foice
reunion at Las Vegas. Russ, sporting a 5th Air
Force golf cap and a B-25 pin, was nursing a
cocktail prior to the banquet when an old-timer
sidled up to him and said, “| don’t know what
you're taking but | want some of it.”



